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Editor’s Note

It is my pleasure to bring you the 17th first issue in parallel with World 
Wildlife Day 2026

This edition contains with valuable information on Wildlife Conservation 
Process in Sri Lanka. I would like take this opportunity to thank all those 
contributed to the successful launch of  Wildlife Magazine.

I invite you to take the valuable opportunity to send Wildlife Articles to 
Next Edition.

Hasini Sarathchandra
Chief  Editor 

l;D igyk
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It is my pleasure to express best wishes for the 17th first edition of  
the Wildlife magazine.

It is imperative to create awareness of  wildlife conservation and it’s 
pivotal role among the general public. The WILDLIFE magazine’s 
prime objective is to provide insight, awareness and education to 
school children, researchers, communities alike and villages boarding 
Wildlife protected areas. 

I would like to extend my Congratulations to the WILDLIFE 
magazine and wish success in it’s future publications to achieve all it’s 
objective to protect wildlife in Sri Lanka.
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M. S. L. R. P. Marasinghe
Director General
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Director General's Note
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PROTECTED AREAS UNDER 
THE DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
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WILDLIFE PROTECTED AREAS
Strict Natural Reserve		

S.N.R. Area/ha Date of Declaration
1. Hakgala 1142.000 1938.02.25

2. Yala 28905.000 1938.03.01

3. Ritigala 1528.000 1941.11.07

  Sub Total 31575.000

National Park		
N.P Area/ha Date of Declaration
4. Ruhuna(Yala)N.P. 97881.000 1938.02.25

5. Wilpattuwa 131667.000 1938.02.25

6. Gal Oya 25900.000 1954.02.12

7. Udawalawa 30821.000 1972.06.30

8. Maduruoya 58850.000 1983.11.09

9. Wasgamuwa 37063.000 1984.08.07

10.Flood Plains 17350.000 1984.08.08

11.Somawathiya 37646.000 1986.09.02

12.Horton Plains 3160.000 1988.03.16

13.Bundala 6216.000 1993.01.04

14.Lunugamwehera 23499.000 1995.12.08

15.Minneriya 8889.000 1997.08.12

16.Kaudulla 6900.000 2002.04.01

17.Hikkaduwa 102.000 2002.10.08

18.Pigeon Island 471.000 2003.06.04

19.Horagolla 13.000 2004.07.28

20.Anganmedilla 7529.000 2006.06.06

21.Galwaysland 29.237 2006.06.18

22.Kumana(Yala-East) 35665.000 2006.07.05

23.Lahugala-Kitulana 5131.000 2006.07.20

24.Ussangoda 349.000 2010.05.06

25.Horowupatana 1698.760 2011.12.06

26.Madu Road 63816.000 2015.06.22

27.Chundikulam 19565.330 2015.06.22

28.Delft 1846.280 2015.06.22

  Sub Total 622057.607

Marine National Park		
29.Adam's Bridge 18990.000 2015.06.22

Nature Reserve		
N.R. Area/ha Date of Declaration
30.Trikonamadu 25019.000 1986.10.24

31. Riverine 824.000 1991.07.31

32. Minneriya-Giritale

 i. Block 2 1924.000 1993.06.25

   ii. Block 3 4745.000 1995.07.07

   iii. Block 4 8336.000 1997.09.01

33. Vetahirakanda 3229.000 2002.06.07

34. Peak Wilderness 12979.000 2007.09.21

35. Vedithalativu 29180.000 2016.03.01

36. Nargerkovil 7882.000 2016.03.01

37. Nayaru 4464.350 2017.01.24

38. Nandikadal 4141.670 2017.01.24

  Sub Total 102724.020

52. Welhilla_ketagilla 134.000 1949.02.18

53. Kokkilai 1995.000 1951.05.18

54. Senanayakasamudraya 9324.000 1954.02.12

55. Galoya North East(Ampara) 12432.000 1954.02.12

56. Galoya South West 15281.000 1954.02.12

57. Giant`s Tank 4330.000 1954.09.24

58. Vavunikulam 4856.000 1963.06.21

59. Sagamam 616.000 1963.06.21

60. Padawiya Tank 6475.000 1963.06.21

61. Navel Headworks 16896.690 2009.07.13

62. Great Sober & Little Sober Island 65.000 1963.06.21

63. Kimbulwanaoya 497.000 1963.06.21

64. Mahakandarawa 5193.000 1966.12.09

65. Seruwila_Allei 15540.000 1970.10.09

66. Maimbulkanda_Nittambuwa 24.000 1972.10.31

67. Paraitivu 970.000 1973.05.18

68. Honduwa_Island 9.000 1973.11.19

69. Buddangala 1841.000 1974.11.01

70. Rawanaella 1932.000 1979.05.18

71. Medinduwa 1.000 1980.06.06

72. Kalametiya 2525.000 1984.06.28

73. Sri jayawardenapura 449.000 1985.01.09

74. Victoriya_Randenigala_Rantambe 42087.000 1987.01.30

75. Parapatuwa Nuns island 190.000 1988.08.17

76. Kahalla_Pallekelle 21690.000 1989.07.01

77. Sigiriya 5099.000 1990.01.26

78. Bellanwila_Attidiya 372.000 1990.07.25

79. Bar Reef island(welipara) 30670.000 1992.04.03

80. Nimalawa 1066.000 1993.02.18

81. Madunagala 995.000 1993.06.30

82. Muturajawela Block i 1029.000 1996.10.31

    Block ii 257.000 1996.10.31

83. Anawilundawa 1397.000 1997.06.11

84. Elahera-Giritale 14035.000 2000.01.13

85. Dahaiyagala 2685.000 2002.06.07

86. Rumassala 171.000 2003.01.03

87. Elluwilayaya 186.000 2003.09.11

88. Tabbowa 2193.000 2002.07.19

89. Kiralakelle 310.000 2003.09.08

90. Kiramaoya 5.000 2004.10.06

91. Kudumbigala-Panama 6534.000 2006.02.20

92. Wilmanna 3340.000 2006.06.30

93. Godawaya 232.000 2006.05.25

94. Rekawa 271.000 2006.05.25

95. Maduganga 2300.000 2006.07.17

96. Madampawila 1217.750 2007.09.21

97. Vankellei 4839.000 2008.09.08

98.Galway's Land 27.370 1938.05.27

99.Kotuattawala 35.000 2017.02.23

100.Kodigahakanda 12.630 2017.10.03

101.Kolonnawa SAN 1 & 11 136.811 2021.09.27

102.Sri Jayawardanapura Kurulu  
   Sanctuary 1 & 11

80.539 2021.09.27

103.Heen Ela Sanctuary 1 & 11 317.214 2021.09.27

   Sub Total 266945.004

Jungle Corridor		
106. Kaudulla_Minneriya 8777.000 2004.06.01

   Sub Total 8777.000

Marine Sanctuary		
104.Kayan Kerni 953.000 2019.04.11

105.Maharawana - Kudarawana 
   Marine Sanctuary

67282.300 2019.10.11

   Sub Total 68235.300

Sanctuary		
SAN Area/ha Date of 

Declaration
39. Wilpattu_North 632.000 1938.02.25

40. Telwatta 1425.000 1938.02.25

41. Weerawila_Tissa 4164.000 1938.05.27

42. Katagamuwa 1004.000 1938.05.27

43. Polonnaruwa 1522.000 1938.05.27

44. Tangamallei 132.000 1938.05.27

45. Mihintale 1000.000 1938.05.27

46. Kataragama 838.000 1938.05.27

47. Anuradhapura 3501.000 1938.05.27

48. Udawattakelle 104.000 1938.07.29

49. Rocky islets(Ambalangoda) 1.000 1940.10.25

50. Peakwilderness 9400.000 1940.10.25

51. Kurulukelle 113.000 1941.03.14
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Medicinal and  
Aromatic Plants (MAPs)
Significance and Conservation

Introduction
Medicinal and aromatic plants 

(MAPs) are plant species that produce 
chemical compounds with biological 
activity useful for human health, 
nutrition, and industry. Medicinal 
plants are traditionally used for 
therapeutic effects, while aromatic 
plants synthesize volatile compounds 
(e.g., essential oils) that have distinctive 
odors and pharmacological properties. 
MAPs form the basis of  many 
traditional medicines and modern 
drug discoveries, with an estimated 
75–80 % of  the global population 
relying on traditional plant-based 
treatments for primary health care. 
(Ganaie, 2021). 

Medicinal plants are mostly used in 
traditional systems such as ayurveda, 
traditional chinese medicine, unani, 
etc., to prevent or treat diseases due 
to bioactive phytochemicals. These 
may include alkaloids, flavonoids, 
phenolics, saponins, and glycosides. 
(Liu and Du, 2024).

Aromatic plants produce volatile 
substances (predominantly essential 
oils) in glands or specialized tissues. 
These compounds, especially terpenes, 

phenolics are responsible for aroma 
and many therapeutic effects like 
antimicrobial, anti-inflammatory. 
(Dong, 2024).

MAPs cover both categories 
and include  herbs, and many 
ethnobotanically important species 
used for health, cosmetic, food, and 
industrial applications (Salamon, 
2024). MAPs span multiple plant 
families, including Lamiaceae (e.g., 
Ocimum spp., Rosmarinus officinalis), 
Apiaceae (e.g., Foeniculum vulgare, 
Daucus carota), Zingiberaceae (e.g., 
Zingiber officinale), Asteraceae (e.g., 
Artemisia annua), and Fabaceae 
(e.g., Glycyrrhiza glabra). Aromatic 
compounds are often concentrated in 
specialized tissues such as glandular 
trichomes as in  Mentha spp. and 
Cymbopogon spp. (Burt, 2004).

Phytochemistry of  MAPs
According to salamon, 2024, 

MAPs are significant due to the 
presence of  secondary metabolites, 
terpenes and terpenoids that confer 
biological activities with antioxidant, 
anti-inflammatory, and antimicrobial 
effects from phenolic compounds, 
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flavonoids, phenolic acids with 
cardioprotective effects, alkaloids, 
essential oils and complex mixtures 
of  volatile compounds that are 
biologically active.

Pharmacological Activities
As per the available literature, 

MAPs exhibit a wide range of  
pharmacological effects such as:  
•	 Antimicrobial - many essential 

oils from aromatic herbs show 
inhibitory activity against Gram-
positive and Gram-negative 
bacteria, and fungi. (Ganaie, 
2021).

•	 Anti-inflammatory and analgesic - 
compounds such as flavonoids and 
terpenoids reduce inflammation, 
mediate pain signaling, and are 
investigated for chronic pain 
management. (Dong, 2024).

•	 Antioxidant and cytoprotective - 
phenolics like rosmarinic acid and 
other polyphenols neutralize free 
radicals, contributing to protective 
effects against oxidative stress. 
(Silveira, and Boylan, 2023).

•	 Anticancer potential- several plant 
compounds show cytotoxic effects 
against cancer cells in vitro and 
are evaluated as leads for drug 
development. (Ganaie, 2021).

•	 Traditional targets - species 
such as Artemisia have been 
documented for anti-malarial, 
anti-diabetic, anti-inflammatory, 
and antimicrobial actions, 
linked to sesquiterpene lactones, 
flavonoids, and phenolic 
compounds. (Hussain et al., 2024).

Medicinal Plants in Sri 
Lankan Forests: Diversity, 
Uses, and Significance

Sri Lanka’s tropical forests harbor 
a high diversity of  plants, including 
various species with documented 
medicinal properties. The botanical 
diversity of  the island is notable for 
both species richness and endemism, 

with over 3,500 vascular plant 
species, of  which more than 800 are 
endemic. Forest ecosystems harbor 
critical reservoirs for medicinal 
plant resources used extensively 
in traditional medicine systems 
such as Ayurveda, siddha, and folk 
medicine .A thorough ecological 
and environmental survey identified 
1,476 plant species with medicinal 
value, of  which 969 are native and 
195 endemic to Sri Lanka. Thirty 
one percent of  native medicinal 
plants are currently threatened. 
(Rajakaruna et al., 2025).

Medicinal Plants of  
Sinharaja Forest Reserve, Sri 
Lanka

The Sinharaja forest reserve in Sri 
Lanka is one of  the  most important 
lowland tropical rainforest and a 
UNESCO world heritage site, with 
exceptionally high plant diversity 
and endemism. Over 200 species 
recorded in the reserve are known 
to have ethnobotanical or utilitarian 
uses by local communities, including 
medicinal applications. Of  these, 
many are traditional remedies 
or have documented bioactive 
compounds used in ayurvedic and 
folk medicine. (Gunatilleke and 
Gunatilleke, 1985).

Below is a list of  medicinal plant 
species known from Sinharaja or 
Sri Lankan rainforests, including 
traditionally recorded uses and 
available phytochemical information. 
Some species are documented 
directly from Sinharaja floristic 
reports, while others are known in 
traditional medicine in Sri Lanka 
and likely occur in similar wet forest 
habitats.
•	 Coscinium fenestratum  (Weniwelgeta) 

-  used traditionally as a tetanus 
antidote, wound healing, febrifuge 
and contains alkaloids (berberine 
type compounds), phenolics. 
(Figure 1).
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•	 Alstonia macrophylla (Havari Nuga) 
- traditionally used in Ayurvedic 
remedies for fever, infections (local 
tradition) and contains alkaloids 
(indole alkaloids common to 
genus). (Figure 2).

•	 Canarium zeylanicum (Kekuna) - 
seed oil used traditionally as a 
medicinal and nutritional oil. 
Consisted with fatty acids, edible 
seed oil components. (Figure 3). 

•	 Kokoona zeylanica (Kokun) - inner 
bark used for traditional remedies; 
seed oil as leech repellent and 
contains bio active compounds 
and alkaloids. (Figure 4).

•	 Neolitsea cassia (Dawul-Kurundu) - 
bark and leaves used traditionally 
as medicinal agents for tumors 
and 	contains mucilage, plant 
secondary metabolites.	

•	 Mesua spp. (e.g., Mesua ferrea 
- Na) - traditional use in skin 
and wound care, traditional 
food, anti‑inflammatory actions 
and contains xanthones and 
coumarins.	  

•	 Shorea spp. (e.g., Shorea 
megistophylla - Honda Beraliya) - 
resin/exudates used as fumigants 
and wound aid. Consisted 
with resinous compounds with 
antiseptic potential.	

•	 Senna spp. (e.g., Senna 
alata- Eth Thora)	 - used for 
dermatological conditions 
(ringworm, fungal infections) and 
contains anthraquinones (e.g., 
chrysophanic acid).	

•	 Anoectochilus setaceus (Wanaraja) (a 
rare orchid) - valued in traditional 
remedies and a potential 
resource for antioxidant and 
anti‑inflammatory compounds. 
(Figure 5).	

•	 Horsfieldia iryaghedhi (Ruk or 
Iryaghedhi) - traditional forests 
species; extracts showing 
antibacterial effects in vitro	
steroids, terpenoids, potentially 

antimicrobial constituents.	
•	 Asystasia variabilis (Gada Puruk) 

- folk treatment for abscesses, 
wounds, ulcers and contains 
flavonoids, tannins, phenolics, 
saponins, alkaloids.

Figure 1 : Coscinium fenestratum  (Weniwelgeta)    

Figure 2:  Alstonia macrophylla (Havari Nuga)  

Figure3: Canarium zeylanicum (Kekuna
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Medicinal Plants of  the 
Hakgala Montane Forest, Sri 
Lanka

The Hakgala montane forest, 
including the Hakgala strict nature 
reserve adjacent to the botanical 
gardens, is part of  Sri Lanka’s central 
highlands, recognized for high floral 
diversity and endemic species. While 
comprehensive ethnobotanical 
surveys of  Hakgala are scarce, floristic 
inventories and habitat studies 
list plant species that occur in the 
reserve and montane forests. Some 
of  them are traditionally used as 
medicinal resources within Sri Lanka’s 
indigenous medical systems (ayurveda, 
folk medicine).

Some of  the medicinal plants 
known from montane forests in 
the central highlands of  Sri Lanka 
(including Hakgala) are mentioned 
below with traditional uses and 
major bioactive compounds or 
phytochemical classes.

•	 Semecarpus coriacea (Kiri 
Badulla) – used in Ayurveda 
and indigenous systems for skin 
ailments, wounds, inflammation. 
Latex and other plant parts contain 
bioactive compounds similar to 
Semecarpus anacardium (e.g., 
phenolics). (Figure 6).	

•	 Zeuxine regia (Iru Raja) - It 
is traditionally used in remedies 
for snake bites and contains 
triterpenoids, flavonoids, phenolics. 
(Figure 7).

•	 Asparagus falcatus 
(Hathawariya)- used for general 
tonic, diuretic, anti‑inflammatory 
and folk medicinal applications 
with	steroidal saponins, 
flavonoids, alkaloids (common in 
genus).	

•	 Acronychia pedunculata 
(Ankenda) - used for 
inflammatory, microbial, 
respiratory and skin conditions 
with essential oils, flavonoids, 
phenolics; documented 
antimicrobial potential. Extracts 
show antibacterial activity; used 
traditionally. (Figure 8).

•	 Melicope lunu‑ankenda 
(Lunu-ankenda) - traditionally 
used for gastrointestinal disorders, 
fever, pain and contains alkaloids, 
flavonoids in related species. 
(Figure 9).	

•	 Toddalia asiatica (Kudu 
Mirissa) - used for fevers, 
rheumatism, digestive issues, 
respiratory ailments with alkaloids 
and coumarins common to the 
genus.	

•	 Symplocos cochinchinensis 
(Bombu) - used as folk medicine 
in skin diseases and wound 
healing with phenolics, flavonoids; 
compounds with astringent and 
antimicrobial activity	 .

•	 Neolitsea cassia (Dawul-
kurundu) - mentioned under 
medicinal plants of  Sinharaja forest 
reserve

Figure 4: Kokoona zeylanica (Kokun)

Figure 5: Anoectochilus setaceus - Wanaraja

YS% ,xld jkÔù |  ,yq;if tdtpyq;F |  Sri Lanka Wildlife16



•	 Kokoona zeylanica (Kokun)	
- mentioned under medicinal plants 
of  Sinharaja forest reserve.

•	 Senna auriculata (Ranawara) 
- antidiabetic, urinary ailments, 
laxative uses with anthraquinones 
(sennapicrin), tannins.	

•	 Solanum trilobatum (Wel 
Thibbatu) - respiratory, digestive, 
liver and skin uses in traditional 
systems and contains alkaloids and 
glycoalkaloids typical of  the genus.

Medicinal Plants in the 
Knuckles Montane Forest, Sri 
Lanka

The Knuckles Mountain Range in 
central Sri Lanka hosts a rich mosaic 
of  tropical montane and submontane 
forests with high plant species diversity, 
including numerous plant species of  
ethnobotanical and medicinal value. A 
total of  1,033 flowering plant species 
have been recorded from the Knuckles 
region, of  which many are utilized by 
local communities for non timber forest 
products including medicinal uses.

Below are some of   selected 
medicinal species known from or 
likely occurring in the knuckles 
montane forest and surrounding 
areas, their traditional uses, and major 
phytochemical or bioactive classes 
reported in scientific literature or 
authoritative botanical sources:
•	 Senna alata (Cassia alata) Eth 

Thora- mentioned under medicinal 
plants of  Sinharaja forest reserve	

•	 Neolitsea cassia  (Dawul-
kurundu) - mentioned under 
medicinal plants of  Sinharaja forest 
reserve	  

•	 Kokoona zeylanica (Kokun) - 
mentioned under medicinal plants 
of  Sinharaja forest reserve	

•	 Canarium zeylanicum 
(Kekuna) - mentioned under 
medicinal plants of  Sinharaja forest 
reserve

•	 Acronychia pedunculata 
(Ankenda) – mentioned under 

Figure 6: Semecarpus coriacea (Kiri Badulla)

Figure 7: Zeuxine regia (Iru Raja)

Figure 8: Acronychia pedunculata (Ankenda)

Figure 9: Melicope lunu‑ankenda (Lunu- ankenda
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medicinal plants of  the Hakgala 
montane forest.

•	 Asystasia variabilis (Gada 
puruk) - mentioned under 
medicinal plants of  Sinharaja forest 
reserve

•	 Memecylon umbellatum 
(Korakaha or Neela Manorathna)- 
traditional anti‑diarrhoeal; leaves 
traditionally used in local medicine 
systems. Contains glucosides and 
phenolics. (Figure 10).

•	 Aristolochia indica (Sapsanda) 
- historical medicinal uses (with 
caution due to toxicity). Contains	
aristolochic acids. (Figure 11).	

•	 Uncaria elliptica - Climber 
with ethnobotanical mentions, 
traditionally used for its potent 
anti-inflammatory, antioxidant, 
and analgesic properties. It is 
commonly used to treat headaches, 
fever, hypertension, and diarrhea. 
Contains alkaloid and flavonoid 
profiles, alkaloids (e.g., ajmalicine, 
mitraphylline), flavonoids (rutin). 
Species has diverse alkaloid/
flavonoid content linked to medicinal 
actions. (Figure 12).

Medicinal Plants of  Yala and 
Wilpattu National Reserves

Yala and Wilpattu are among Sri 
Lanka’s most prominent protected 
areas, hosting significant biodiversity 
across dry zone ecosystems. Yala 

National Park supports over 300 plant 
species, including forest, mangrove, 
and grassland vegetation, some 
of  which are used in traditional 
medicine. Wilpattu national park hosts 
dry deciduous forests and grasslands, 
noted for its plant diversity and 
medicinal species documented in 
resource inventories.

Content below shows selected 
medicinal plants confirmed or likely 
to occur in Yala and Wilpattu national 
parks, along with traditional uses and 
major phytochemicals or bioactive 
classes supported from available 
literature. 
•	 Munronia pinnata (Bin 

Kohomba) - traditional 
anti‑inflammatory, febrifuge, 
detoxification with	 terpenoids, 
limonoids (common to Meliaceae). 
Meliaceae known in Ayurveda for 
bioactives. (Figure 13). 

Figure 10 : Memecylon umbellatum 
(Korakaha or Neela Manorathna)

Figure 11: Aristolochia indica (Sapsanda)

Figure 12: Uncaria elliptica
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•	 Salacia reticulata (Kothala 
Himbutu) - Used in Ayurvedic 
medicine for diabetes management 
with xanthones, salacinol‑type 
compounds. (Figure 14)

•	 Asparagus racemosus (Heen 
hathawariya) - traditional tonic, 
digestive, immune modulator. 
Contains aponins (shatavarins), 
phenolics. (Figure 15)	

•	 Memecylon umbellatum 
(Korakaha or Neela 
Manorathna) – Mentioned under 
medicinal plants in the Knuckles 
montane forest.	

•	 Asparagus falcatus  
(Hathavariya) - traditional 
diuretic, tonic, wound remedies 
with steroidal saponins, 
flavonoids.	

•	 Coccinia grandis (Koakka)- 
traditional diabetic, liver 
support with coccinic acid, 
flavonoids.	

•	 Crinum defixum (Heen 
tholabo) - traditional emetic, 
fever, skin ailments. Contains 
alkaloids (e.g., crinine type). (Figure 
16)	

•	 Eclipta prostrata 
(Keekiridiya) - liver disorders, 
detox, skin eruptions. Contains 
flavonoids (wedelolactone), 
coumestans.	

•	 Gymnema sylvestre 
(Masbedda) - anti‑diabetic, 
lipid lowering, detox tonic with 
gymnemic acids (triterpenoid 
saponins).	

•	 Tylophora indica (Mudu 
Bin Nuga), (syn. Tylophora 
asthmatica) - respiratory conditions 
(asthma, coughs)	 with alkaloids 
(tylophorine, tylophorinine).	

•	 Terminalia arjuna (Kumbuk) 
- cardio‑protective, digestive, detox. 
Contains tannins, flavonoids, 
glycosides.	

•	 Azadirachta indica 
(Kohomba) - antimicrobial, 
anti‑inflammatory, skin disorders 

with limonoids (azadirachtin), 
flavonoids.	

•	 Manilkara hexandra (Palu) 
- traditional uses (digestive, 
wound healing) with flavonoids, 
phenolics.	

•	 Curcuma oligantha (Kuda 
Kaha)-	 anti‑inflammatory, 
antioxidant, digestive support. 
Contains curcuminoids, 
sesquiterpenes (caryophyllene, 
humulene, phytol).	

•	 Olax zeylanica (Malla) - snake 
bite remedy in ayurveda; leaf  
medicinal use with secondary 
metabolites (terpenoids/
phenolics).	

•	 Senna auriculata (Ranawara) 
-– mentioned under medicinal 
plants of  the Hakgala montane 
forest.	

•	 Solanum trilobatum (Wel 
Thibbatu) - respiratory, digestive, 
liver ailments and contains 
alkaloids, glycoalkaloids	

•	 Aristolochia indica 
(Sapsanda)- mentioned under 
medicinal plants in the Knuckles 
montane forest,

Figure13:Munronia pinnata (Bin Kohomba)

Figure14: Salacia reticulata (Kothala Himbutu) 
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Conservation Challenges of  
Medicinal Plants in Sri Lanka

Medicinal plants are a vital 
component of  Sri Lanka’s biodiversity 
and traditional health systems, but 
many species face serious conservation 
challenges due to a combination 
of  ecological, socio-economic, and 
cultural factors as stated below:
•	 Habitat loss and fragmentation 

due to agricultural and urban 
expansion.

•	 Unsustainable harvesting practices 
driven by traditional, commercial, 
and export demand.

•	 High proportion of  threatened 
medicinal plant species with 
insecure conservation status.

•	 Erosion of  traditional medicinal 
knowledge among communities.

•	 Climate change impacts on species 
distribution and survival.

•	 Inadequate legal and policy 
frameworks for protection and 
sustainable use.	

Aromatic Plants in Sri Lankan 
Forests: Diversity, Uses, and 
Value

Sri Lanka’s forest ecosystems from 
lowland rainforests such as Sinharaja 
to dry zone forests like Yala and 
Wilpattu and montane forests such 
as Knuckles and Hakgala host a 
rich diversity of  plants that produce 
aromatic compounds (essential oils, 
resins, terpenes, phenolics, etc.). These 
aromatic plants have a long history of  
use in traditional medicine, perfumery, 
food flavoring, religious rituals, and 
modern commercial applications 
(aged incense, aromatherapy, 
cosmetics). Their ecological roles 
include pollinator attraction, herbivore 
deterrence, and stress resilience 
responses, while their socio-cultural 
and economic values are significant 
across Sri Lankan communities and 
industries.

As recorded by Gamage et al., 
2021, Sri Lankan forests harbour 
hundreds of  aromatic plant species 
belonging to numerous families, 
including Lauraceae, Myrtaceae, 
Rutaceae, Lamiaceae, Poaceae, 
and Zingiberaceae among others . 
Representative species with notable 
aromatic profiles include:
•	 Cinnamomum spp. (e.g., C. verum, 

C. zeylanicum): aromatic cinnamon 
bark and leaves.

•	 Citrus spp. (e.g., C. aurantiifolia): 
essential oils in peel.

•	 Curcuma spp. (e.g., wild turmeric): 
rhizome volatiles with fragrance.

•	 Ocimum tenuiflorum (holy basil): 
aromatic leaves rich in essential 
oils.

•	 Eugenia spp. (e.g., E. jambos): floral 
and leaf  aromatics.

•	 Evergreen rainforest trees such as 
Neolitsea cassia, Litsea spp., Mesua 
ferrea, and others (often resinous or 
fragrant)

	 (Gunatilleke & Gunatilleke 1991; 
Gunatilleke et al. 2005).

Figure 15: Asparagus racemosus (Heen hathawariya)        

Figure 16: Crinum defixum (Heen tholabo)
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Traditional and Therapeutic 
Uses

The Ceylon Journal of  Science 
checklist documents many aromatic 
species within Sri Lankan forests, 
particularly among native medicinal 
plants where essential oil profiles 
contribute to therapeutic value 
(Gamage et al. 2021).
•	 Aromatic plants form an integral 

component of  Sri Lankan 
traditional medicine systems 
(Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani, Deshiya 
Chikitsa) and folk practices:

•	 Aromatic decoctions and infusions 
from leaves and bark are used 
for respiratory conditions, 
digestive complaints, and systemic 
detoxification (Fernando et al. 
2015).

•	 Essential oils and resins, such as 
those from Cinnamomum and 
Litsea, are used for antimicrobial, 
analgesic, and anti-inflammatory 
applications (Perera & Kumara 
2017).

•	 Aromatic herbs such as Ocimum 
tenuiflorum are valued for stress 
relief, immune support, and ritual 
purification.

•	 Spice derived aromatics, including 
wild turmeric and citrus, function 
as both flavoring agents and 
medicinal tonics (Pathirana et al. 
2018).

•	 Many aromatics are also used 
in ethno-cultural rituals, temple 
offerings, and traditional dyeing 
or insect deterrence due to 
their fragrance and volatility 
(Senanayake 2020).

Bioactive Compounds and 
Phytochemistry

As mentioned, aromatic plants are 
chemically characterized by essential 
oils and secondary metabolites that 
confer fragrance and bioactivity. 

Key chemical classes include:
•	 Terpenoids (monoterpenes, 

sesquiterpenes, diterpenes): 
common in essential oils; 
responsible for fragrance and 
antimicrobial effects (Basil oil, 
cinnamon oil, citrus peel oils) 
(Perera  and  Kumara 2017).

•	 Phenolics and flavonoids: 
aromatic ring structures with 
antioxidant activity, often co-
occurring with essential oils 
(Fernando et al. 2015).

•	 Coumarins and alkaloids: 
pharmacologically active 
fragrance components in several 
forest trees (Pathirana et al. 
2018).

•	 Resins and oleoresins: complex 
aroma-bearing fractions used 
in incense and medicinal balms 
(Senanayake 2020).

Socio Economic and 
Commercial Value

Aromatic plants contribute value 
through:
•	 Traditional medicine and 

wellness industries, including 
herbal decoctions, oils, and 
creams made from forest derived 
aromatics (Gamage et al. 2021).

•	 Perfumery and cosmetics, where 
essential oils from cinnamon, 
citrus, and wild herbs are used as 
fragrance bases.

•	 Food and spice industries, notably 
Ceylon cinnamon, which is 
globally traded for its flavor and 
aroma (Pathirana et al. 2018).

•	 Eco tourism and cultural 
heritage, where fragrant forest 
walks and aromatic botanical 
gardens (e.g., Hakgala) attract 
tourists and support local 
economies.

•	 Wild harvesting of  aromatic 
plants must be balanced 
with sustainable resource 
management and conservation, 
given pressures on forest 
ecosystems from habitat loss and 
climate change.
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Conservation Challenges
Forest aromatics face threats from:

•	 Habitat degradation, deforestation 
and land use change affecting 
forest cover and niche habitats for 
specialized aromatic species.

•	 Over-harvesting of  wild aromatic 
plants with commercial value such 
as wild cinnamon or turmeric 
(Fernando et al. 2015).

•	 Climate change, which can alter 

secondary metabolite profiles 
affecting aroma and bioactivity.

Conservation approaches 
include: 
•	 In situ protection
•	 Cultivation of  high value aromatic 

species
•	 Community engagement, 

and integration of  traditional 
knowledge with scientific 
monitoring.                                                                                      

(Gamage et al. 2021).

Endangered and Threatened MAPs in Sri Lanka
Following plant species are considered as endangered and threatened.
1. Coscinium fenestratum - Weniwelgeta (figure 17). 
Family	 : 	 Menispermaceae.
Status	 : 	 Endangered (National Red List Sri Lanka).
Habitat	 : 	 Lowland wet zone rainforests (e.g., Sinharaja, Kanneliya).
Medicinal use	 : 	 Stem used for fever, diabetes, tetanus, antimicrobial 

treatments.
Key compounds	 : 	 Berberine, palmatine (isoquinoline alkaloids).
Threats	 : 	 Overharvesting of  stems, habitat degradation.

2. Salacia reticulata - Kothala Himbutu (figure 14).
Family	 : 	 Celastraceae.
Status	 : 	 Vulnerable (national assessments).
Habitat	 : 	 Dry and intermediate zone forests.
Medicinal use	 : 	 Widely used for diabetes management.
Key compounds	 : 	 Salacinol, kotalanol, mangiferin.
Threats	 : 	 Root harvesting for commercial herbal trade.

3. Munronia pinnata - Bin Kohomba  (figure 13)           
Family	 : 	 Meliaceae.
Status	 : 	 Endangered (National Red List).
Habitat	 : 	 Dry zone forests (Yala, Wilpattu regions).
Medicinal use	 : 	 Anti-inflammatory, febrifuge, immune stimulant.
Key compounds	 : 	 Limonoids, terpenoids.
Threats	 : 	 Excessive collection and habitat fragmentation.

Figure 17: Coscinium fenestratum – Weniwelgeta
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4. Garcinia quaesita - Goraka (figure 18).
Family	 : 	 Clusiaceae.
Status	 : 	 Endangered (Sri Lanka endemic).
Habitat	 : 	 Lowland rainforests.
Medicinal use	 : 	 Digestive disorders, antioxidant use.
Key compounds	 : 	 Hydroxycitric acid, xanthones.
Threats	 : 	 Restricted distribution, forest loss.

5. Nothapodytes nimmoniana - Goda Pana (figure 19). 
Family	 : 	 Icacinaceae.
Status	 : 	 Vulnerable (regional South Asia; declining populations).
Habitat	 : 	 Wet zone forests.
Medicinal use	 : 	 Source of  anti-cancer compound.
Key compounds	 : 	 Camptothecin.
Threats	 : 	 Bark harvesting for pharmaceutical extraction

6. Rauvolfia serpentina - Ekaweriya (figure 20)
Family	 : 	 Apocynaceae.
Status	 : 	 Endangered (National).
Habitat	 : 	 Forest understorey (wet and intermediate zones).
Medicinal use	 : 	 Hypertension, snakebite remedies.
Key compounds	 : 	 Reserpine, ajmaline.
Threats	 : 	 Root extraction for medicinal trade.

Figure 18: Garcinia quaesita – Goraka

Figure 19: Nothapodytes nimmoniana – Goda pana

Figure 20: Rauvolfia serpentina- Ekaweriya
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7. Gloriosa superba – Niyangala (figure 21)
Family	 : 	 Colchicaceae.
Status	 : 	 Vulnerable (National).
Habitat	 : 	 Dry zone forests and grasslands.
Medicinal use	 : 	 Anti-inflammatory, traditional treatments (highly toxic 

plant).
Key compounds	 : 	 Colchicine.
Threats	 : 	 Overcollection of  tubers.

8. Adenanthera bicolor – Masmora (figure 22)
Family	 : 	 Fabaceae.
Status	 : 	 Vulnerable (National assessments).
Habitat	 : 	 Lowland wet forests.
Medicinal use	 : 	 Anti-inflammatory and traditional remedies.
Key compounds	 : 	 Flavonoids, saponins.
Threats	 : 	 Habitat loss, timber and medicinal extraction.

9. Canarium zeylanicum – Kekuna (figure 3)
Family	 : 	 Burseraceae.
Status	 : 	 Vulnerable (IUCN).
Habitat	 : 	 Wet zone forests.
Medicinal use	 : 	 Seed oil used in traditional medicine and as anti inflammatory.
Key compounds	 : 	 Terpenoids, resins.
Threats	 : 	 Limited distribution, forest degradation.

10. Kokoona zeylanica – Kokun (figure 4)
Family	 : 	 Celastraceae.
Status	 : 	 Endangered (IUCN).
Habitat	 : 	 Lowland rainforests.
Medicinal use	 : 	 Seed oil traditionally used; ethnomedicinal applications.
Key compounds	 : 	 Fatty acids, phenolic compounds.
Threats	 : 	 Habitat restriction and forest clearance.

Figure 21: Gloriosa superba – Niyangala

Figure 22: Adenanthera bicolor – Masmora
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11. Stemonoporus scalarinervis - Ugudu-hal (figure 23)
Family	 :  Dipterocarpaceae.
Status	 : 	 Endangered (IUCN Red List).
Habitat	 : 	 Southwest lowland rainforest.
Medicinal/Aromatic 
relevance	 : 	 Resinous properties; supports associated medicinal flora.
Threats	 :	 Severe habitat fragmentation.

Figure 23: Stemonoporus scalarinervis - Uguduhal

Sustainable Use of  Medicinal 
and Aromatic Plants (MAPs)

Sustainable use of  MAPs is 
significant because it protects 
biodiversity, safeguards public health, 
supports rural livelihoods, preserves 
traditional knowledge and promotes 
long term ecological balance.
1. 	Sustainable Harvesting 

Practices
•	 Harvest only mature plants, 

allowing juveniles to regenerate.
•	 Avoid uprooting whole plants 

when only leaves, fruits, or bark are 
needed.

•	 Use rotational harvesting systems 
to prevent repeated collection from 
the same population.

•	 Limit bark removal to partial 
stripping (never girdling the tree).

•	 Collect roots only from cultivated 
sources where possible.

•	 Follow seasonal harvesting 
guidelines to allow seed production 
and regeneration.

2. 	Promote Cultivation Over 
Wild Collection

•	 Encourage home garden and 
agroforestry cultivation of  high 
demand MAPs.

•	 Establish community nurseries for 
threatened species.

•	 Provide farmers with propagation 
training (seed treatment, 
vegetative propagation).

•	 Develop contract farming systems 
to reduce pressure on forest 
populations.

•	 Promote cultivation of  
commercially valuable species 
(e.g., anti diabetic and aromatic 
herbs).

Conservation strategies of  
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 
(MAPs)
1. In-situ Conservation
•	 Protect MAP-rich habitats within 

national parks and forest reserves.
•	 Establish medicinal plant 

conservation areas (MPCAs).
•	 Integrate MAP conservation into 

forest management plans.
•	 Maintain ecological integrity 

of  forest ecosystems to preserve 
associated species.

2. Ex-situ Conservation
•	 Conserve germplasm in botanic 

gardens and seed banks.
•	 Establish tissue culture and 

micropropagation programs for 
endangered MAPs.

•	 Maintain living collections for 
research and restoration.
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3. Legal and Policy Measures
•	 Strengthen enforcement of  forest 

and biodiversity protection laws.
•	 Regulate trade and export of  

threatened MAP species.
•	 Implement sustainable harvesting 

certification systems.
•	 Include MAPs under national 

biodiversity conservation strategies.
4. Community Participation
•	 Involve local communities and 

traditional healers in conservation 
programs.

•	 Promote benefit-sharing 
mechanisms under Access and 
Benefit Sharing (ABS) frameworks.

•	 Provide incentives for sustainable 
harvesting practices.

•	 Recognize and protect traditional 
knowledge systems.

5. Research and Monitoring
•	 Conduct population assessments of  

threatened MAP species.
•	 Monitor regeneration rates and 

harvesting impacts.
•	 Research the domestication 

potential of  wild medicinal species.
•	 Develop sustainable yield models 

for high-demand species.
6. Awareness and Education
•	 Educate collectors on sustainable 

harvesting techniques.
•	 Promote awareness of  threatened 

MAP species.
•	 Incorporate conservation education 

into ayurveda and herbal medicine 
training.

•	 Encourage consumer awareness 
about sustainably sourced herbal 
products.

7. Climate Change Adaptation
•	 Identify climate-resilient MAP 

species.
•	 Promote assisted natural 

regeneration in degraded areas.
•	 Establish seed banks for climate-

vulnerable endemic species.

Value Addition and Market 
Development

Value addition and market 

development play a crucial role in 
enhancing the economic potential 
of  Medicinal and Aromatic Plants 
(MAPs). By processing raw plant 
materials such as turmeric, lavender, 
aloe vera, and peppermint into higher-
value products like essential oils, 
herbal extracts, powders, cosmetics, 
and nutraceuticals, producers can 
significantly increase their income 
compared to selling unprocessed 
materials. Value addition improves 
shelf  life, reduces post-harvest losses, 
ensures quality standardization, and 
meets national and international 
market standards, thereby enhancing 
export opportunities. At the same 
time, market development expands 
domestic and global demand 
through branding, certification 
(such as organic and fair trade), 
diversification of  products, and 
improved market linkages between 
farmers and industries. This 
reduces dependency on middlemen, 
stabilizes prices, promotes rural 
entrepreneurship, and generates 
employment. Together, value addition 
and market development transform 
MAP cultivation into a profitable, 
sustainable, and export-oriented 
enterprise while supporting the 
growing global demand for natural 
and plant-based products.

Conclusions
Sri Lankan forests are rich in 

MAPs diversity, providing cultural, 
medicinal, ecological, and economic 
value. Traditional uses are supported 
by phytochemical evidence of  essential 
oils and bioactive compounds. 
Continued research, conservation, and 
sustainable utilization with market 
development strategies are needed to 
protect these MAP resources for future 
generations.

*All the pictures in related 
figures were taken from the 
internet.
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,xld uhs,f.dhd | Ceylon wood pigeon  - (Columba torringtoniae)
Ranga Wijerathna



wfkal úo Ôù úfYaI fï ñys uv, 

;=< fjfia' tlS Ôú úfYaI j,ska tla 

úfYaIhla .;fyd;a tu úfYaIfha 

tlsfkld w;ro ,laIK úúOhs' úúO ðúkao 

úúOh' Ôj;ajk mßir moaO;s o  fjkia 

fõ' fufia by; úia;r l, ish¨u lreKq 

tlg leál, fyd;a th ffcj úúO;ajh 

f,i ye¢kaúh yelsh' tfiau wm l;d lrk 

ffcj úúO;ajh wm jgmsgdj" wmf.a mßir 

iqkaor;ajh fukau Ôùkaf.a meje;aug" 

mdßißl iu;=,s;;djhg iDcqju n,mdhs' 

wm wdydrhg .kakd" mdkhg .kakd 

ish¨u øjHhkaf.a fmdaIKhkag ffcj 

úúO;ajh w;HjYHu idOlhls' wm mdkh 

lrk c,h yd wdydrhg .kakd ¨Kq yer 

b;sß ish¨u ix>gl ñksidg ,efnkafka 

ffcj úúO;ajfha uyÕ= m%fhdackhla f,ihs' 

wm rfÜ msysàu mDÓú ;,h ;=< ffcj 

úúO;ajfhka fmdfydi;a ia:dkhla njg 

m;aùug fya;= ù ;sfí' wm iulhg wdikak 

iul l,dmSh ¥m;a rdcHhls' tneúka wmf.a 

Biodiversity 
within Nature
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Èjhskg j¾Ih mqrdu iQ¾hdf,dalhla m;s; 

fõ' wdikak jYfhka ysre t<sh mj;sk oj,a 

ld,h meh 12la o" rd;%S ld,h meh fod<yla o 

fõ' ;jo Bidk È. yd ksß; È. fudaiï  iq<x 

u.ska yd wka;¾ fudaiï j¾Idj ,efnk w;r 

th ñ,sóg¾ oyil muK uOH j¾Idm;khls' 

fuu foaY.=‚l idOl Ôúkaf.a meje;aug 

ukdj mEfya' tneúka wmf.a rfÜ m%Odku 

iajNdúl jkdka;r o¾Ykh f,i ksj¾;k 

f;;a jkdka;r ie,lsh yelsh' tneúka 

tall lafIa;% M,hl fjfik  i;aj" Ydl yd 

laIqøÔù úfYaI ixLHdj b;d jeähs' fï ksidu 

Y%S ,xldj ffcj úúO;ajfhka fmdfydi;a 

rgls' kuq;a wmf.a ffcj úúO;ajhg we;s 

;¾ck o jeähs' tneúka f,dj ffcj úúO;aj 

WKqiqï ia:dkhla f,io kï lr we;'  

f,dalfha ffcj  úúO;ajh iq/lSu 

Wfoidu msysgqjd we;s wka;¾cd;sl iïuq;sh 

ffcj úúO;aj iïuq;sh fõ' fuu iïuq;shg 

Y%s  ,xldj 1994 j¾Ifha tlÕ;djh m< lr 

tys idudðl rgla f,i Y%S ,xldj ffcj 

úúO;ajh iq/lSug ne£S isà' ffcj  úúO;aj 

iïuq;sfha flakaøSh uQ,ia:dkh mßir 

wud;HdxYh jk w;r tys jd¾;d iemhSfï 

flakaøSh uQ,ia:dkh ffcj úúO;aj wxYhhs' 

óg wu;rj ffcj  úúO;aj wxYfha m%Odk 

ld¾hhka f,i r;=o;a; fmd; hdj;ald,Sk 
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lsÍu "rdcH wdh;k yd rdcH fkdjk wdh;k 

fukau m%cdj ffcj úúO;ajh ms<sn|j oekqj;a 

lsßu" u. fmkaùu yd Bg iïnkaO cd;sl 

m%;sm;a;s ilia lsÍu" ffcj úúO;ajhg 

Rcq ;¾ckhla we;s lrk wd.ka;=l 

wdl%uKYS,S Ôù úfYaI l<ukdlrKh" ffcj 

úúO;ajfhka wkQk iqúfYaIS mßir moaO;s 

ixrlaIKh lsÍug kshuqjd f,i l%shd lsÍu 

wdÈh fõ' f.dvìu" ñßÈh" id.rh yd id.rh 

wdY%s;j we;s iqúfYaIS mßir moaO;s rdYshls' 

ksj¾;k jeis jkdka;r" l÷lr jkdka;r" 

úh,s ñY% iod yß; jkdka;r" lgq m÷re yd 

,ÿ le,E" ;DK ìï mßir moaO;s f.dvìï 

mßir moaO;shg wh;a fõ' ñßÈh c,dY" jeõ" 

j.=re ìï  ñßÈh mßir moaO;sh fõ' id.rh 

yd id.rh wjg we;s iqúfYaIS mßir moaO;s 

f,i uqyqÿ ;DK ìï " ,jK j.=re lfvd,dk" 

fjr<nv m%cdj l,mq" uqyqÿ " fndl= hkdÈh 

id.r mßir moaO;s yd id.r wdY%s; mßir 

moaO;s fõ' 

fuu iqúfYaI moaO;sj, tajgu wdfõ‚l 

i;a;aj "Ydl yd laIqø Ôú m%cd úúO jk 

w;r tu úúO;ajh fya;=fjka fïjd ffcj 

úúO;ajfhka imsreKq mßir moaO;s fõ' 

mrd. jdylhka iq/lsu u.ska ffcj úúO;aj 

ixrlaIKhg úYd, fufyhla isÿfõ' tneúka 

ì.=ka iq/lSu u.ska ðùka mDÓúfha ffcj 

úúO;ajhg mdrïmßl oekqu Wmfhda.s lr 

.ekSu;a tu oekqu Ndú;hg .ekSu u.ska 

ffcj úúO;aj ixrlaIKh lsßuo ffcj 

úúO;aj wxYfhka isÿjk uy.= ld¾hh 

Ndrhls' ;jo ffcj úúO;ajh iq/lSug foaYsh 

úfYaI{hka"  úoaj;=kaf.ka iukaú; lñgq 

mj;ajd f.k hñka tls wod, .eg¨ j,g 

úiÿï" ixrlaIK jevms,sj, l%shd;aul lsßu 

isÿ lrhs' cd;sl f;;a ìï lñgqj" lfvd,dk 

lñgqj" wdl%uKYS,s wd.ka;=l Ôúka ms,sn| 

lñgqj fïjdhska lsysmhls'óg wu;rj ffcj 

úúO;ajhg iïnkaO wka;¾ cd;sl Èkhla 

ieuÍu;a ta ms,sn| ck;djg u;lh" wjOdkh 

h,s we;s lsßu tys wruqKhs' wka;¾cd;sl 

ffcj úúO;aj Èkh" lfvd,dk Èkh" lÿlr 

Èkh" uqyqÿ ;DK Èkh"c.;a mßir Èkh 

fïjdhska m%Odk fõ'

Y%s ,xldj ffcj úúO;ajh iq/lsu 

ioyd ffcj úúO;aj iïuq;sh" wka;¾cd;sl 

f;;aìï ^/ïid¾& iïuq;sh" m¾hgk Ôúka 

úfYaI ixrlaIK iïuq;sh ðúka yd ðùka 

wdY%s; ksIamdok fj<|du ms<sn| wka;¾cd;sl 

iïuq;sh m%Odk ia:dkhla .kshs' fuu 

iïuq;Ska ish,a,gu  Y%s ,xldj w;aika 

;nd we;' óg wu;rj" jkÔú ixrlaIK 

fomd¾;fïka;=j úiska l%shdjg kxjk 

jki;a;aj yd jDlaI,;d wdrlaIl w{d mk; 

"jk ixrlaIK  fomd¾;fïka;=j l%shd;aul  

lrk jk ixrlaIK w{d mk;" fjr< 

ixrlaIK fomd¾;fïka;=j  l%shd;aul lrk 

fjr< ixrlaIK  w{d mk; iuqø ÿIK 

ixrlaIK wêldßh l%shd;aul lrk iuqø ÿIK 

wdrlaIK mk;" uOHu mßir wêldßh u.ska 

l%shd;aul jk cd;sl mdßißl mk; ffcj 

úúO;aj ixrlaIKh Wfoid l%shd;aul lrk 

m%Odk kS;s fr.=,dis fõ' óg wu;rj fmd,sia 

w{d mk;" jdßud¾. w{d mk;" lDIsl¾u 

mk;" cmka cnr mk; jeks mk;ao ffcj 

úúO;ajh iq/lSu Wfoid l%shd;aul fõ'
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wm rfÜ ffcj úúO;ajh iqrlSug lem 

jQ m%Odk;u rdcH wdh;khla f,i jkÔù 

ixrlaIK fomd¾;fïka;=j ye¢kaúh yelsh'  

jkÔù ixrlaIK fomd¾;fïka;=jg wh;a 

rlaIs; m%foaY cd,h Y%S ,xldfõ uq¿ ìï 

m%udKfhka 17] lg wdikakh'  ia:dkSh 

ixrlaIKh uq,alr.ksñka jkÔùka" i;d 

isjqmdjd iy ;=re,;d Tjqkaf.a iajNdúl 

mßir moaO;s ;=,§u ixrlaIKh lsÍu jkÔù 

ixrlaIK fomd¾;fïka;=fõ m%Odku ld¾h 

Nd¾hhs'  fuu wNsu;d¾:h idlaId;a lr.ekSu 

Wfoid wdl%uKYS,S wd.ka;=l Ôùka rlaIs; 

m%foaY cd,fhka bj;a lsÍu" mßir iqfmdaIK 

lghq;="  m%cd oekqj;a lsÍï "  mßirh yd 

neÿKq m¾fhaIK lghq;= isÿlsÍug foia 

úfoia m¾fhaIlhskag wjia:dj ie,iSu 

yd iajNdoyfï isß keröug yd iajNdúl 

mßirfha /hla myka lsÍug wjia:dj ie,iSu 

jkÔù ixrlaIK fomd¾;fïka;=fjka 

iajNdúl mßirh yd uyck;dj Wfoid 

isÿlrk ld¾hhka fõ'  fufia jkÔù iïm;a 

ñksidg nq;als ú§ug"  m, m%fhdack  
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,nd.ekSug  ie,eiaùfuka fidndoyfï uy.= 

m, fuf;lehs ck;djg wjfndaOùu fukau 

ffcj úúO;aj ta ta whqßka wdrlaId fjñka 

;srirj iq/lSu isÿfõ'

Y%s ,xldfõ ffcj úúO;ajh ixrlaIKh 

Wfoid rfÜ ck;dj" rdcH wdh;k" rdcH 

fkdjk wdh;k" mdi,a orejka we;=¿ rfÜ 

ish¨u md¾Yjhka iduQyslj l%shd;aul 

ùu b;d jeo.;ah' ffcj úúO;ajfha we;s 

jeo.;alu ms,sn| oekqj;a ùu u.ska ck;dj 

ffcj úúO;aj ixrlaIKhg tlalr .ekSu 

myiqh' ;jo ffcj úúO;ajfhka fmdfydi;a 

by;ska i|yka l, mßir moaO;s /l .eksug 

l%shd lsßu wksjd¾hfhkau jeo.;a fõ

c.;a ffcj úúO;aj Èkh uehs ui 22 jk 

Èkg fh§ we;' 

,xldfõ ffcj úúO;ajfhka nyq, 

l,dmhla f,i f;;a l,dmh iqúfYaIs 

ia:dkhla .kshs' ðúkaf.a úúO;ajh ñksidf.a 

wdydr" jdiia:dk" we÷ï muKla fkdj 

msßisÿ jd;h" msßisÿ c,h imhñka ñysu; 

ñksidg ðj;a úh yels mßirhla imhhs' 

f.da,Sh WKqiqu hdukh lsßu;a"  wdydr 

iqrlaIs;;djh we;s lsßu fukau ñksidg 

Ôj;aùug iqÿiq mßirhla ;ekSu" c,h" msßisÿ 

jd;h" úúO;ajfhka hq;= wdydr iemhSu ffcj 

úúO;ajh iu. neÿKq iajdNdúl ixisoaëka 

fõ'

mDÓúfha isÿjk jix.;" c, .e,Sï" 

,eõ .sks" iq<s iq<x jeks wdmod j,ska 

ñksidg isÿjk jHjik uE; ld,fha 

iq,nj jd¾;d fõ' fujeks isÿùï 

fndfydauhl uQ,drïNh ñksid úiska isÿ 

lrk ffcj úúO;aj ydhkh neõ ikd: 

fõ' j¾;udkfha isÿ lrk läkï ixj¾Ok 

l%shd hehs y÷kajk mßirhg isÿ lrk 

wys;lr n,mEï uÕska ñksidg Ôj;aùug 

ys;lr fkdjk jgmsgdjla ilia fõ' ffcj 

úúO;ajfhka fmdfydi;a mßir moaO;s 

iaÒrhs' tajd by;ska i|yka l< iajNdúl 

foaY.=‚l yd ld,.=‚l úm¾hdi" oeä 

iq<x" ,eõ .sks wdÈhg m%;sfrdaë h' tkï" 

fujeks iajNdúl ixisoaëka mßirhg isÿ 

jqj o mßirh úiska tajd h:dj;a lsÍu yd ta 

uÕska isÿjk n,mEï wju lsÍu isÿlr .kS' 

kuq;a" ñksidf.ka isÿjk wys;lr n,mEï 

jeä jk úg mßirh ta ish,a, h:dj;a 

lsÍug wfmdfydi;a fõ' miq.sh fkdjeïn¾ 

wjika i;sfha Y%S ,xldjg isÿ jQ —ÈÜjd˜ iq<s 

l=Kdgqj fuhg lÈu ksoiqkls' wm rfÜ 

yoj; nÿ c, W,am;a" l÷lr ksj¾:k jeis 

jkdka;r j,ska fmdfydi;a j ;snQ  uOH 

l÷lrfha t,s lsÍu" wiSñ;j isÿ lrk ,o 

bÈlsÍu jeks l%shdjkaf.a fya;=fjka fuu 

m%foaYfha mfia ia:djr;ajh" c, fmdaIK 

;;a;ajh wia:dhS úh' iq<Õg Tfrd;a;= 



fok ;=re ,;d wvq úh' ;j o .x.d bjqre 

wdY%S; mßir moaO;s ñksidf.a wys;lr 

n,mEu ksid úkdY úh' tneúka" fujeks 

iq<s l=Kdgqjla" wêl j¾Idjla ord .ekSug 

mßirh wfmdfydi;a úh' th —ÈÜjd˜ iq<s 

l=Kdgqfjka isÿ jQ uyd jHikhg m%Odku 

fya;=j neõ fudkjg meyeÈ,s úh' tneúka" 

ffcj úúO;ajfhka fmdfydi;a ksj¾:k 

l,dmhg wh;a wm rfÜ iajNdúl mßirh 

wdrlaId lsÍu rfÜ ck;djf.a Ôù; yd foam, 

wdrlaId ùug m%Odku idOlh fõ'  

;=re,;d" i;d isõmdjd fjfik iajdNdúl 

jdiia:dk wdrlaId lsßu j,a kdYl" lDñ 

kdYl Ndú;d fkdlsßu fyda b;du  wju f,i  

Ndú;d lsßu" lD;Su ridhk øjH Ndú;h iy 

mßirhg uqod yeÍu md,kh lsßu" fmd,s;Ska" 

ma,diaála  jeks b;d wvq fõ.fhka Èrk øjH 

Ndú;h wvq lsßu" .iaje,a tajfha iajdNdúl 

mßirfhau j¾Okhg bv ie,eiau  iajdNdúl 

mrd.ldrlhka jk ó ueiaid" nUrd" iuk,hd 

yd l=re¿ úfYaI iq/lSuo jkdka;r mj;ajd 

.ekSu o ðùkaf.a úúO;ajh meje;aug odhl 

fõ' 

ñksid o iajNdúl mßirfha u tla Ôù 

úfYaIhla muKla neõ ms<sf.k wfkl=;a Ôùka 

iuÕ Ôj;a ùu ñksidf.a mru hq;=lu fõ'
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Management from the University of  Sri Jayawardenapura.
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f.dakd | Sambar deer - (Rusa unicolor)
Ranga Wijerathna



Rosy starling  - (Pastor roseus)
Ranga Wijerathna



kd;dhh; khtl;lj;jpy; 
td[Ptuhrpfs; ghJfhg;G 
jpizf;fsj;jpd; xJf;fplq;fs;  
Xh; Nehf;F

khtl;lj;jpd; miktplk; 

kd;dhh; khtl;lkhdJ ,yq;ifapd; 

tlNkw;F jpirapy; mike;Js;sJ. 

,jd; vy;iy khtl;lq;fshf tlf;F - 

fpspnehr;rp> tlfpof;F  - Ky;iyjPT> 

fpof;F - tTdpah> njd;fpof;F - 

mDuhjGuk;> njd;Nkw;F - Gj;jsk;> Nkw;F 

- flw;gug;gpdhYk; #og;gl;Ls;sJ. ,t; 

khtl;lkhdJ kd;dhh; efuk;> khe;ij 

Nkw;F> kL> Kryp> ehdhl;lhd; Mfpa 

05 gpuNjrnrayf gphpTfisAk; nfhz;l 

1996 rJu fpNyhkPw;wh; gug;gstpid 
nfhz;lJ.

khtl;lj;jpd; fhyepiy

kd;dhh; khtl;lkhdJ Xh; 

cyh;tya gpuNjrk;. ,t; khtl;lj;jpd; 

ntg;gepiyahdJ 28°C - 33°C tiuAk;> 
kiotPo;r;rpahdJ 74mm – 104mm tiuAk; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.

kd;dhh; khtl;lj;jpy; td[Ptuhrpfs; 

ghJfhg;G jpizf;fsj;jpd; 

xJf;fplq;fshf gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;Ls;s 

,lq;fs;

	 	 kL tPjp Njrpa g+q;fh
	 	 tq;fhiy ruzhyak;

	 	 fl;Lf;fiuFsk; ruzhyak;

Wildlife Reserves in the Mannar District - A Review

YS% ,xld jkÔù |  ,yq;if tdtpyq;F |  Sri Lanka Wildlife38



	 	 tplj;jy;jPT ,aw;if xJf;fplk; 
	 	Mjhk; ghyk; fly;rhu; Njrpa 

g+q;fh

	 	 tpy;gj;J tlf;F ruzhyak; 

kL tPjp Njrpa g+q;fh

	 	gug;gsT : 63,067.39 n`f;nlahu;

	 	gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;l Mz;L : 	

2015.06.22
	 	th;j;jkhdp ,yf;fk; : 1920/3

2026 39



kL tPjp Njrpa g+q;fhthdJ (MRN) 
tlkhfhzj;jpd; kpfg;nghpa xJf;fplkhf 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. ,J jhtu tpyq;F 

ghJfhg;G fl;lis rl;lj;jpw;F mikthf 

1968 [Pd; 28Mk; ehs; kL tPjp 

ruzhyakhf gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;lJ. ,t; 

ruzhyaj;jpd; xU gFjp epyg;gug;Gld; 

NkYk; rpy epyg;gug;gpid ,izj;J 

2015 [Pd; 22Mk; ehs; kL tPjp Njrpa 

g+q;fhthf gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;lJ. 

kL tPjp Njrpa g+q;fhthdJ 

eph;thf myFhPjpahf kd;dhh;> 

Ky;iyjPT> tTdpah khtl;lq;fspy; 

gue;J fhzg;gLtJld; tlf;F 

Gwkhf kd;dhh; khtl;lj;jpd; khe;ij 

Nkw;F gpuNjrnrayf gphpT kw;Wk; 

Ky;iyjPT khtl;lj;jpd; khe;ij fpof;F 

gpuNjrnrayf gphpTk;  fpof;F kw;Wk; 

njw;F Gwkhf kd;dhh; khtl;lj;jpd; kL 

gpuNjrnrayf gphpT kw;Wk; tTdpah 

khtl;lj;jpd; ntq;fyr;nrl;bFsk; 

gpuNjrnrayf gphpTk; Nkw;F Gwkhf 

fl;Lf;fiuFs ruzhyaj;jpd; 

vy;iyapidAk; (kd;dhh; khtl;lj;jpd; 

ehdhl;lhd; kw;Wk; khe;ij Nkw;F 

gpuNjrnrayf gphpT) nfhz;ljhf 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. 

kL tPjp Njrpa g+q;fhtpd; mUfpy; 

gy Ehw;whz;L goikahd xt;nthU 

Mz;Lk; ngUk; ahj;jpupfu;fs; tUif 

jUfpd;w kL khjh “Our Lady of Madhu” 
vd;w fj;Njhypf;f Gdpj Njthyak; 

mikag;ngw;wpUf;fpd;wJ. 

twz;lepy fhLfs; kw;Wk; 

Kl;Gjh;fis cs;slf;fpa jl;ilahd 

epyg;gpuNjrj;jpy; mike;Js;s kL tPjp 

Njrpa g+q;fhtpy; Mq;fhq;Nf “tpy;Y” 
vd;W miof;fg;gLk; gUtfhy kw;Wk; 

epue;ju VhpfSk; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. 

,t; Vhpfs; Mok; Fiwe;jitahfTk; 

jl;ilahfTk; fhzg;gLtJld; kio-

ePhpid Njf;fp itj;jpUf;fpd;wd> ,it 

Cw;W ePhpid nfhz;bUg;gjpy;iy. 

,t; Vhpfs; ngUk;ghYk; ed;dPh; ,id 

nfhz;Ls;sd (kL tpy;Y> Mjh; tpy;Y> 

rpd;d tpy;Y> nghpa tpy;Y> fuk;ghd; 

tpy;Y> xw;iw gid tpy;Y> khl;L tpy;Y> 

njfpoNkhl;il tpy;Y> xj;Jgok; tpy;Y> 

fhtis tpy;Y> nfhf;Filahd; tpy;Y> 

fhQ;#iu tpy;Y> Nghfhkk; tpy;Y> 

Miytl;lhd; tpy;Y> giwaKs;sp 

tpy;Y). 

kL Njrpa g+q;fhtpDs; tPiu 

(Drypetes sepiaria), ghiy (Manilkara 
hexandra), Kjpiu (Satinwood), Njf;F 
(Teak), fUq;fhyp (Ceylon Ebony) Nghd;w 
mlh;e;j kuq;fs; fhzg;gLtJld; fub 

(Sloth bear) ahid (Asian Elephant) 
fhl;Lg;gd;wp (Wild boar) Nghd;w fhl;L 
kpUfq;fSk; fhl;Lf;Nfhop (Junglefowl), 
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Gs;sp tapw;W fOF Me;ij (Spot-bellied 
Eagle –owl), ePykapy; (Indian Peafowl), 
nfhz;il fWg;G nts;is ,ul;il 

nrhz;L FUtp (Malabar Pied Hornbill), 
ntz;KJF kuq;nfhj;jp (White-naped 
Woodpecker), murthy; <gpbg;ghd; (Indian 
Paradise-flycatcher), ePz;l myF Njd;rpl;L 

(Loten’s Sunbird), nrk;gUe;J (Brahminy 
Kite) vd;gdTk; fhzf;$bajhf cs;sd.

khhp fhyk;	 :	Gul;lhjp khjk; njhlf;fk; 
khh;fop khjk; tiu 

kw;Wk; rpj;jpiu khjk; 

njhlf;fk; itfhrp khjk; 

tiuahd fhyg;gFjp 

Nfhil fhyk;	 :	ij khjk;  njhlf;fk; 
gq;Fdp khjk;  tiu 

kw;Wk; itfhrp khjk;  

njhlf;fk; Gul;lhjp khjk;  

tiuahd fhyg;gFjp

tq;fhiy ruzhyak;

	 gug;gsT : 4,838.95 n`f;nlahu;

	 gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;l Mz;L : 

2008.09.08
	 th;j;jkhdp ,yf;fk; : 1566/3
	 uhk;rh; <uepykhf gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;l 

Mz;L : 2010

tq;fhiy gwitfs; ruzhyakh-

dJ eph;thf myFhPjpahf kd;dhh; 

khtl;lj;jpDs; fhzg;gLtJld; tlf;F 

Gwkhf kd;dhh; efu gpuNjrnrayf 

gphpTf;Fl;gl;l kd;dhh; tisFlh gFjp 

kw;Wk; cg;gsq;fSk; fpof;F Gwkhf 

jpUf;NfjP];tuk; kw;Wk; gs;spKid 

flw;gFjpAk;; njw;F Gwkhf ehdhl;lhd; 

gpuNjrnrayf gphpTf;Fl;gl;l tq;fhiy 

fpuhkg;Gw vy;iyAk; Nkw;F Gwkhf 

flw;fiu gFjpapidAk; nfhz;ljhf 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.

2008Mk; Mz;L th;j;jkhdpapy; 

gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;l ,t; ruzhyakhdJ 

2010Mk; Mz;L rh;tNjr uhk;rh; <uepy 

(Wetland of International importance) 
gl;baypy; Nrh;f;fg;gl;lJ.

jiuj;Njhw;w mikg;ghdJ rJg;G 

epyk;> kzy; NkLfs;> flw;fiu Gy;ntsp> 

cg;G nrwpTs;s Gy;ntsp kw;Wk; fz;ly; 

fhLfspidAk; nfhz;L mike;Js;sJ. 

Gyk;ngau; ntspehl;Lg;gwitfs; 

(Migratory birds) mjpfk; jq;fpr; nry;Yk; 

gpuNjrkhf cs;sik ,jd; Kf;fpa 

mk;rkhFk;.
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tq;fhiy gwitfs; ruzhyaj;jpy; 

Gs;sp myF $iof;flh (Spot-billed 
pelican), kQ;rs; %f;F ehiu (Painted 
Stork), Mrpa ej;ij Fj;jp ehiu (Asian 
Open bill), n[hypf;Fk; mhpths; %f;fd; 

(Glossy Ibis), nghpa g+ehiu (Greater 
Flamingo), tlGy Crpthy; jhuh 

(Northern Pintail), tlGy jl;ilthad; 
(Northern Shoveler), fuz;b thad; 

(Eurasian Spoonbill),  nts;is mhpths; 

%f;fd; (Black-headed Ibis) Nghd;w 
<uepy gwit ,dq;fs; fhzf;$bajhf 

,Uf;Fk;.

mjpfkhf khh;fop khjk; 

Kjy; rpj;jpiu khjk; tiuahd 

fhyg;gFjpapYk;> fhiy Ntisapy; 

kw;Wk; khiy NtisapYk;> Fspuhd 

fhyepiy epyTk; Neuq;fspYk; ,yFthf 

mtjhdpf;ff;$bajhf ,Uf;Fk;.

fz;ly; jhtuq;fis nghWj;jtiuapy; 

fz;zh (Avicennia marina), (Avicennia 
officinalis), fz;ly; (Rhizophora apiculata), 
(Rhizophora mucronata) vd;git mjpfk; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wd.

fl;Lf;fiuFsk; ruzhyak;

	 gug;gsT : 4,330.10 n`f;nlahu;

	 gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;l Mz;L : 

1954.09.24
	 th;j;jkhdp ,yf;fk; : 10716

fl;Lf;fiuFsk; ruzhyakh-

dJ eph;thf myFhPjpahf kd;dhh; 

khtl;lj;jpDs; fhzg;gLtJld; tlf;F 

Gwkhf ehdhl;lhd; gpuNjrnrayf 

gphpTf;Fl;gl;l Fs mizg;gFjpahfTk; 

fpof;F Gwkhf khe;ijNkw;F gpuNjrn-

rayf gphpTf;Fl;gl;l gFjpahfTk; 

njw;F Gwkhf ehdhl;lhd; gpuNjrn-

rayf gphpTf;Fl;gl;lJld; kL tPjp Njrpa 

g+q;fhtpd; Nkw;F Gw vy;iyapidAk; 

Nkw;F Gwkhf ehdhl;lhd; gpuNjrnrayf 

gphpTf;Fl;gl;l gFjpahd tTdpah kd;dhh; 

tPjpapidAk; vy;iyfshf nfhz;L 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.

,J xU gioikahd FskhFk;. 

ky;tj;J Xah (Malwathu Oya) vdg;gLk; 
mUtpahw;wpd; fhy;tha; %yk; ePuhdJ 

te;jilfpd;wJ. ,f;Fsj;jpd; ePh; gpbg;G 

gFjpahdJ 1841n`f;nlahu; MFk;. 

Rw;wpAs;sgFjp twz;l epyg;gug;ghFk;.

,t; ruzhyaj;jpy;; tPiu (Drypetes se-
piaria), ghiy (Manilkara hexandra), Nghd;w 
mlh;e;j kuq;fs; fhzg;gLtJld; ahid 

(Asian Elephant) fhl;Lg;gd;wp (Wild boar) 
Nghd;w fhl;L kpUfq;fSk; fhl;Lf;Nfhop 

(Junglefowl), Gs;sp myF $iof;flh 

(Spot-billed pelican), kQ;rs; %f;F ehiu 
(Painted Stork), Mrpa ej;ij Fj;jp ehiu 

(Asian Open bill), n[hypf;Fk; mhpths; 

%f;fd; (Glossy Ibis), ke;ij nfhf;F 
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(Cattle Egret), rpd;d nfhf;F (Little Egret), 
rpwpa ePh;fhfk; (Little Cormorant), ,e;jpa 
ePh;fhfk; (Indian Cormorant) Nghd;w 
<uepy gwit ,dq;fs; fhzf;$bajhf 

,Uf;Fk;.

tplj;jy;jPT ,aw;if xJf;fplk;

	 gug;gsT : 29,180 n`f;nlahu;

	 gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;l Mz;L : 

2016.03.01
	 th;j;jkhdp ,yf;fk; : 1956/13

tplj;jy;jPT ,aw;if xJf;fplkhdJ 

eph;thf myFhPjpahf kd;dhh; 

khtl;lj;jpDs; fhzg;gLtJld; tlf;F 

Gwkhf flw;gFjpapidAk; fpof;F 

Gwkhf khe;ijNkw;F gpuNjrnrayf 

gphpTf;Fl;gl;l gFjpahfTk; njw;F kw;Wk; 

Nkw;F Gwkhf kd;dhh; efu gpuNjrn-

rayf gphpTf;Fl;gl;l gFjpapidhYk; 

#og;gl;Ls;sJ. 

jiuj;Njhw;w mikg;ghdJ rJg;G 

epyk;> kzy; NkLfs;> flw;fiu Gy;ntsp> 

cg;G nrwpTs;s Gy;ntsp> fz;ly; 

fhLfs;> Mw;Wg;gLf;iffs;> fopKfq;fs;> 

MWfs; kw;Wk; gspq;Fghiwfs; 

vd;gtw;wpid cs;slf;fpa 

caph;gy;tifik kpf cah;thf cs;sik 

,jd; Kf;fpa mk;rkhFk;.

tplj;jy;jPT ,aw;if xJf;fplj;jpd; 

fsg;G gpuNjrj;jpy; Gs;sp myF 

$iof;flh (Spot-billed pelican), kQ;rs; 

%f;F ehiu (Painted Stork), Mrpa ej;ij 

Fj;jp ehiu (Asian Open bill), n[hypf;Fk; 
mhpths; %f;fd; (Glossy Ibis), fuz;b 

thad; (Eurasian Spoonbill),  nts;is 
mhpths; %f;fd; (Black-headed Ibis) Nghd;w 
<uepy gwit ,dq;fs; fhzf;$bajhf 

,Uf;Fk;.

mjpfkhf itfhrp khjk; Kjy; 
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Ig;grp khjk; tiuahd fhyg;gFjpapy; 

mtjhdpf;ff;$bajhf ,Uf;Fk;.

fz;ly; jhtuq;fshd fz;zh (Avi-
cennia marina), (Avicennia officinalis), 
fz;ly; (Rhizophora apiculata), (Rhi-
zophora mucronata) jpy;yh (Excoecaria 
agllocha), Ks;sp (Acanthus ilicifolius), 
kw;Wk; Salt Marsh Plants, Seagrass vd;git 
mjpfk; fhzg;gLfpd;wd. ,f; fz;ly; 

jhtu mikg;gpdhy; mjpfsthd fhgd; 

Nrkpf;fg;gLtJld; Gay;> fly; miy 

fiunahJq;Fjy; Nghd;wtw;wpypUe;J 

flw;fiu ghJfhg;ghf Ngzg;gLfpd;wJ. 

,t; fz;ly; jhtu Nth; ,Lf;Ffspy; 

caphpdq;fs; jg;gpgpioj;J kiwe;J 

thOk; thoplkhfTk; kPd; ,why; ez;L 

vd;gtw;wpd; ,dg;ngUf;f ,lkhfTk; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.

fly; caphpfshd kPd;fs; ePyfhy; 

ez;L (Blue swimmer crab), gts ghiw 
kPdpdq;fs; (reef fish), flw;gR (Dugong), 
fly; Mik (Sea Turtles) mjpfk; thOk; 

thoplkhfTk; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ 

Mjhk; ghyk; fly;rhh; Njrpa g+q;fh

	 gug;gsT : 18>990 n`f;nlahu;

	 gpufldg;gLj;jg;gl;l Mz;L : 

2015.06.22

	 th;j;jkhdp ,yf;fk; : 1920/3

,t; Njrpa g+q;fhthdJ kd;dhh; 

efhpypUe;J tlNkw;F jpirapy; 30Km 

njhiytpy; mikag;ngw;Ws;sJ. Mjhk; 

ghyk;> ,uhkh; ghyk; (Rama’s Bridge), 

,uhkh; NrJ (Rama Setu) vd gy 
ngah;fspy; miof;fg;gLfpd;wJ. 

,uhkhazj;jpy; $wg;gLk; fijAld; 

njhlh;Ggl;L kd;dd; ,uhtzd; rPi-

jia ,yq;iff;F flj;jp te;jjhfTk; 

gpd;dh; flTs; ,uhkh;; jdJ jk;gp 

,yl;RkzDld; ,yq;iff;F rPija-

pid kPl;f tuKw;gl;lNghJ ,yq;if 

,e;jpahtpw;F ,ilg;gl;l rKj;jpuj;ij 

flf;fKbahky; ,Ue;jjhfTk> esd; 

vDk; nja;t murd; ghyk; fl;Lk; Ki-

wia $wpajhfTk;> mjd;gpd; flTs; 

,uhkh; Nridapduhy; kiyfs; fw;fisf; 

nfhz;L Fwpj;j ghyk; fl;bajhfTk;> 

mt; ghyj;jpd; topahf flTs; ,uhkh; 

tUif je;J rPijia kPl;L nrd;wjhfTk; 

,t; ghyNk ,uhkh; NrJ (Rama Setu) vd 
miof;fg;gLtjhf $wg;gLfpd;wJ. 
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kzy; NkLfspidAk; rpwpa ghiwf-

spidak; nfhz;L rq;fpyp mikg;ghf 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. fly; caphpfshd 

kPdpdq;fs;> flw;gR (Dugong), Dol-
phin fly; Mik (Sea Turtles) mjpfk; 

thOk; thoplkhfTk; fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. 

,lk;ngah; gwitfs; (Migratiory birds) 
kw;Wk; cs;Sh; ePh;gwitfs; te;J 

jq;fp ,dg;ngUf;fk; nra;Ak; ,lkhf 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ. ,t; fly;rhh; Njrpa 

g+q;fhtpy; flw;Gw;fs; (Sea grass) mjp-

fk; fhzg;gLtjdhy; flw;gR (Dugong), 
kw;Wk; gy rpwpa kPd;fspw;Fk; czT 

ghijahfTk;> ,aw;if thoplkhfTk; 

fhzg;gLfpd;wJ.

Ravindran jothikaran  is a Wildlife Guard at the Department of  Wildlife 
Conservation. He joined the DWC in 2020. He is following Diploma in tourism 
operations in open university Nawala. Currently he works in Vankalai Sanctuary.
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fmdare lEoe;a;d | Malabar pied hornbill (Anthracoceros coronatus) 
Ranga Wijerathna



jkw,s ñhhEu

Y%S ,xldfõ  jkw,s .yKh 7500 la muK 

fj;ehs úYajdi flf¾' wdishdkq w,skaf.

ka 10] jeä m%udKhla YS% ,xldfõ Ôj;a 

jk w;r b;d l=vd ¥m;la f,i Y%S ,xldfõ 

fumuK w,s m%udKhla ixrlaIKh lr.; 

yels ùu w,s Ôj;ajk f,dalfha wfkla rg 

j,g idfmalaIj úfYaI;ajhls' jkfha Ôj;a 

jk  w,sfhl=f.a Ôú; ld,h wjqreo 60la 

muK fj;ehs iudkHfhka  úYajdi flfrk 

w;r .DydY%s; iy i;afjdaoHdk j, fjfik 

w,s we;=kaf.a wdhq ld,h wjq 75la hehs úYajdi 

flf¾' 

 jk w,skag Y%S ,xldfõ jkdka;r ;=, 

i;=re i;aj úfYaI fkdue;' b;du;au l=vdu 

w,s megjqkag lsUq,kaf.ka ydksjQ wjia:d 

udkj l%shdldrlï 
fya;=fjka

Elephant Deaths by Human Activities
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jd¾;d ù we;;a rxpqfõ Tjqka we;skakshkaf.a 

wdrlaIdj hgf;a isák neúka tjeks isoaêhla 

isÿ jkafka b;du;au l,d;=rlsks' w,ska 

ñhefok iajNdúl fya;=ka w;r jhia.; 

ùu" mrfmdaIs frda." Wia ia:dk j,ska jeàu 

yd c, myr j,ska .id f.k hdu" j,j,a yd 

.,a fofndlald w;r isrùu m%uqL fõ' tfiau 

w,skag yefok frda. w;r nvhEu" mKqfrda." 

uqL yd l=r frda." laIh frda." wlaud me;e,a," 

ukaofmdaIKh iy wlaId frda.  o oel.; 

yel' 

kuq;a 1505 mD;=.%sSiSka ,xldjg meñ‚u;a 

iu. ,lajeishka w;g ;=jlal=j yd fjä 

fnfy;a  m;ajq‚' fï iu. mgka .;a w,s 

ñksia .egqu wo jkúg w,skag jeä urK 

ixLHdjl=;a ñksiqkag hïwvq urK ixLHdjl=;a 

isÿfjk fÄojdplhla njg m;aj we;'

ñksiqka úiska urd ouk w,s th isÿlrK 

wdldrh wkqj fjkia fõ' fndfydaúg ;=jlal= 

uÕska w,skag fjä ;nk úg Wka laI‚lj 

urd oeóug yDoh jia;=j" fud,h hk 

m%Odk bkaøShka folg ydksúh hq;=h' tjeks 

wjia:djl muKla ñks;a;= lsysmhla ;=, w,shd 

tu ia:dkfhau ñhhhs' hg;a úð; iufhys w,s 

ovhï lsÍu l%Svdjla jQ w;r lemagka frdacia" 

ieuqj,a fília" ialsk¾ jeks ovhla lrejka 

fuf,i laI‚lj fjä ;nd w,s ueÍu  

isÿlf,ah'

;j;a wjia:djka j,È w,skaf.a isrerg 

jefok uQksiaiï u.ska YÍrfha bkaøSka" fmaYska 

yd wiaÒka ydks ùu isÿfõ' hï fyhlska 

wiaÓ ydkshla isÿ jqjfyd;a wdydr yd c,h 

,nd .ekSug;a weú§ug;a wmyiq neúka 

Èk lsysmhla we;=,; weo jefgk w,shd 

úc,khgm;aj ñh hhs' tf,i wiaÓ ydks isÿ 

fkdjqjfyd;a ;=jd, isÿù tajd wdidokhg;a 

ueiaika u.ska byo mkqjka oeóu;a isÿù 

i;s .dkl isg udi .kkla frda.Sj yd 

fõokdldÍj .;lr wjidkfha Septicemia 
;;ajfhka ñh hhs'

fjä fnfy;a Ndú;d lrkq ,nk ;=jlal= 

Ndú;d lrkqfha uqjka" j,a W!rka" f.dakqka 

jeks i;=ka urd oeóugh' kuq;a fuu 

ux;,djka w,skao Ndú;d lrk neúka nÈk 

bÈßmi mdoh uoaolg yiqjq w,s megfjla -2017 ñkafkaßh cd;l WoHdkh
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;=jlal= j, fjä myrg w,Skao ,lafõ' rxpq 

jYfhka isák we;skakka yd jeäúhg m;a 

fkdjq msßñ i;=ka le,E uOHfha isák ksid 

Tjqka ñka fírek;a" fïjdg yiqjkafka ;ks 

;ks jYfhka .ïudk yd j.d ìï j,g we;=¨ 

jk msßñ w,skah' tysÈ bÈß mdo j, ue‚la 

lgqj m%foaYhg ydks isÿjkqfha nÈk ;=jlal= 

j, Wi W!rka yd uqjkaf.a Wig iß,k fia 

wgjk ksidh' tf,i weú§ug wmyiq jk 

w,shd wdydr ys.lñka flá ld,hla Ôj;aj 

ñhhhs' ;jo fjä jeÿkq ;=jd,hg nr fkd§ 

weú§ug mqreÿ ùfuka b;sß mdoj, há m;=,ao 

iS.%fhka laIhù Wkaìu weo jeà ñhhdu 

fõ.j;a fõ' fuf,i .skswú Ndú;fhka ñh 

hk w,s iuia: jkw,s urK j,ska ie,lsh 

hq;= m%udKhla fõ'

j¾;udkfha w,s urd ouk ;j;a l%uhla  

jkqfha §ylal mgia¶keue;s uqLh ;=, 

yemSfï§ mqmqrd hk mqmqrk øjH wvx.= kS;s 

úfrdaê ksmehqula u.sks' 2007 jif¾§ uq,skau 

,xldfjka jd¾;d jq fuu w;s wudkqIsl 

i;aj >d;l fuj,uo  b,lal lrkqfha 

úfYaIfhkau j,a W!rkah' kuq;a fïjdg 

m,;=re iy ukqIH wdydr ;jrd we;s neúka 

w,skao fïjd yemSfuka uqLhg isÿjk ydks 

ksid wdydr .ekSu yd c,h îug wmyiq 

ùfuka b;du flá ld,hlska ñhhhs' wo 

jkúg jd¾Isl uq¿ w,s urk j,ska 10] la 

muK ksfhdackh lrkqfha ylal mgia ksid 

ñh hk w,skah' fjä fnfy;a iïnkaO 

fkdue;s l%u w;ßka w,ska urd ouk m%Odku 

wdldrh jkqfha úÿ,s ier joaojd Tjqka urd 

oeóuhs' w,Skaf.ka wdrlaIdjg fhdok úÿ,s 

jegj,a j, .,dhk úÿ,sh fudfyd;lska 

k;rj .,dhk neúka th iam¾I jk w,shdg 

B,. fudfydf;a§ bka bj;aùug yelsh' kuq;a 

idudkH .Dyia; úÿ,sh wLKavj .,dhk 

neúka th iam¾I ùfuka laI‚lju fud,fha 

l%shdldÍ;ajh kj;sk neúka bj;aùug wjYH 

isysh we;sjkafka ke;' ;jo fuu úÿ,s ier 

yDo iamkaokhg laI‚l ndOd we;s lrk 

ksid úÿ,s lïìhl .efgk w,shd ;;amr 

lsysmhlska ñhhhs' ñksiqka úiska ys;du;d 

fhdok úÿ,s /yeka j,g wu;rj iuyr 

úÿ,s ierje§ ñh.sh w,s megfjlaf.a urK mÍlaIK isÿlsÍu
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wjia:djkays§ m%Odk úÿ,s /yeka my;aùu" 

lvd jeàu uÕskao w,s urKhka isÿfõ' 

fuf,i úÿ,s ier je§ ñh hk w,s urK 

m%;sY;h 15] l muK w.hla .kS' by; 

ioyka l, m%Odk wdldr ;=kg wu;rj 

w,s urKhkag j.lsjhq;= l%u we;' ji§u 

bka tlls' j.djkag ydks isÿ lrk fyda 

fjkhï fya;= ksid w,ska leu;s wdydr j,g 

lDñkdYl fyda fjk;a úI fhod >d;k isÿ 

lrhs'

hlv /yeka j,ska idok ukao Ndú;d 

lrkqfha ñksiqka úiska jk i;=ka ovhï 

lsÍug jqj;a w,skaf.a fydv iy mdo 

fïjdg ,laùfuka ;=jd, isÿj bka we;sjk 

wdidokhka uÕska jd¾Islj ñhhk w,s 

ixLHdj fkdi,ld yeßh fkdyel' jeä 

jYfhka  .ï jÈkq ,nkafka msßñ jeäysg 

w,sh'.eyeKq w,s .ïje§u fndfyda l,d;=rlska 

isÿjk w;r Tjqka megjqka iuÕ rxpq jYfhka 

ießirkq ,nhs' fjä je§ï úÿ,s ier je§ï wd§ 

úúO wk;=re j,g fndfydauhla md;% jkafka 

jevqKq msßñ w,s ùu lK.dgqjg lreKls' 

tfy;a ylalmgia iy u÷ j,g f.dÿre ùfuka 

jeä jYfhka ñh hkafka  megjqka iy ;reK 

w,s megjqka h'

ys;du;d fkdjqjo jdyk j, .eàfukao 

w,s ñhhhs' úfYaIfhkau rcrg kef.kysr 

ÿïßh ud¾.h jkdka;r ;=,ska .uka .kakd 

ksid tljr kj;d .ekSug fkdyels ÿïßhkays 

yemSfuka laI‚lj yd YÍrhg jk wêl 

ydksh ksid Èk lsysmhlska w,s ñhhdu isÿfõ' 

;jo wêl fõ.fhka Odjkh jk niar:" 

f,dß r: yd je,s ám¾ jeks jdykj, w,ska 

.eàfuka ynrK" fmdf,dkakrej" ;%sl=Kdu,h 

jeks m%foaY j, jk w,s urK isÿfõ' 

úfYaIfhka w,s jdyk j, yd ÿïßh j, .eàu 

nyq,j isÿjkafka rd;%s ld,fha§h' fuhg 

m%Odku fya;=j jkafka w,s wdydr fidhd 

weú§u nyq,j isÿ lrkqfha iQ¾h rYañh wvq 

rd;%s ld,h mqrd jk w;r" oyj,g idfmalaIj 

jdyk j, fõ.fha jeäluo ßhÿrkaf.a ksÈu; 

iajNdjho fuhg ;jÿrg;a n,mdkq we;' 

ÿïßh iy wk;=rej,ska w,s ñh hdu jd¾Isl 

iuia: w,s urK j,ska 5] la muK fõ'

j.d ,sx yd we, ud¾. j,g jeàfuka o 

hï w,s m%udKhla wmsg wysñ fjhs' j¾;udkh 

jkúg fufia wk;=rg ,lajk fndfyda w,ska 

jkÔú  ixrlaIK fomd¾;fïka;= ks,OdÍka 

ylalmgia u.ska ;=jd, jq w,s megfjla -2017
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yd .ïjeishka úiska uqojd .kq ,enqj;a 

iuyr wjia:djkays§ tfia fkdyelsj ñhhkq 

wjia:djkao jd¾;dfõ'

l=KQ li, §¾> ld,hla wdydrhg .kakd 

w,skao tajdfha we;s úI j¾. Yßr.; ùï" 

laIqøÔúka YÍr.; ùï yd weú§ula fkdue;sj 

isÿ lrk wdydr nq§u ksid wê reêr mSvkh" 

Èhjeähdj jeks fnda fkdjk frda. uÕskao 

w,s ñhhhs'

jkdka;r ;=,g uyd mßudkfhka we;=¨ 

lrjk  t< yrl=ka yd ó yrl=ka fya;=fjka 

w,skag tu i;=ka iuÕ wdydr j,g ;r.hla 

we;sùfuka ukaofmdaIKhg f.dÿre fõ' ;jo 

.DyY%S; fuu i;=kaf.ka je,fok mrfmdaIs; 

frda.hka ksido w,s ñhhhs' fuhg jeä 

jYfhkau f.dÿre jkqfha .jhskaf.a 

Wi m%udkhg lsÜgq Wila we;s 

jeäúhg m;a fkdjq .egjr 

w,skah' l=vd w,ska uõlsß 

j,skao" jevqkq w,ska .jhskag 

,xúh fkdyels Wia .iaj, 

fldgia wdydr .ekSu isÿ 

lrk ksid .egjr w,skag 

idfmalaIj jeäysá w,s 

wdrlaId fõ' tneúka w,s 

.yKh md,khla isÿ 

ùug o jkdka;r j,g 

we;=,;a lrkq ,nk 

.DydY%S; .jhska fya;=jla 

fõ' 

by; oelajq ish¿ 

udkj l%shd fya;=fjka 

jd¾Islj w,s urKj,ska 30] 

-40] la muK isÿ fõ' 

w,shd Y%S ,xldjg iqúfYaIs 

jq i;aj úfYaIhls' furg jkÔù 

ixrlaIKh isÿ jkafka w,shd 

uq,sl lrf.khs' w,shdf.a jdiia:dk 

iemhSfï § wfkl=;a i;aj úfYaI i|ydo 

jdiia:dk ,efnk w;r tuÕska furg 

ffcj úúO;ajh ixrlaIKh fjhs' tfiau 

furgg úfoaY úksuh ,efnk W,am;la 

f,io w,shd ie,lsh yelsh'tneúka  furg 

wfkl=;a jk i;=kag jvd w,shd ms<sn|j 

fndfyda fofkl=f.a  wjOdkh fhduq ù 

;sfí'  N+ñ mßyrKh fjkqfjka w,shd iy 

ñksid w;r .egqula ygf.k ;snqKo ñksid 

fukau w,shdo wdrlaIdlr .ekSu jeo.;a 

fjhs'ta flfrys wo ojfiaÈ ish¿ ck;djf.a 

wjOdkh idOkSh f,i fhduq úh hq;= nj 

wjOrKh lrhs'

Dr. Pramuditha Dewasurendra serves in the Department of  Wildlife 
Conservation as a Veterinarian. He obtained BVSc degree and Post Graduate (Msc) 
from University of  Peradeniya. He is studying on green monkeys and he has published 
two book on" Thirteen Years of  Treating Wild Animals " and "Treatment for Wild 
Elephants". Currently he serves in wildlife Rehabilitation Center in Bellanwila 
Attidiya Sanctuary.
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The seasonal gathering of  Asian 
elephants in Minneriya and 
Kaudulla National Parks in 

Sri Lanka is recognized as one of  the 
largest recurring congregations of  
Asian elephants in the world. Each 
year during the dry season, hundreds 
of  elephants gather in these parks to 
access their primary requirements: 
water, food, and shelter. This natural 
event has ecological, historical, 
and conservation importance. 
Understanding its past origins, present 
dynamics, and future challenges is 
essential for sustainable elephant 
management.

Sri Lanka’s dry zone irrigation 
civilization played a major role in 
shaping elephant movement patterns. 
According to the Mahavamsa, the 
ancient chronicle of  Sri Lanka, King 
Mahasena (276–303 AD) constructed 

THE PAST, PRESENT 
AND FURURE OF THE 
UNIQUE SEASONAL 
GATHERING OF ASIAN 
ELEPHANTS IN  
MINNERIYA AND  
KAUDULLA NATIONAL 
PARKS

major irrigation works across the 
dry zone (Geiger, 1950). Among the 
reservoirs traditionally attributed to 
his reign are Minneriya Tank and 
Kaudulla Tank, which were built to 
support agriculture and settlement.

These reservoirs created 
permanent and seasonal water bodies 
that later became critical ecological 
resources for wildlife. Over centuries, 
elephants incorporated these water 
sources into their seasonal movement 
routes. Ancient irrigation engineering 
therefore indirectly contributed to 
the development of  today’s elephant 
gathering phenomenon (Silva & 
Kuruppu, 2014).

According to the Irrigation 
Department’s Administration 
Report (2023), the Minneriya tank 
commands roughly 9,099 hectares 
of  cultivated land, and the Kaudulla 
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jobs for safari jeep drivers, jeep 
owners, and hotel operators, as well 
as indirect employment for other 
service providers, including transport 
operators, local guides, medical 
services, and other related local 
businesses. Therefore, these historic 
reservoirs not only play a major role in 
the agricultural sector but also make 
a significant contribution to wildlife 
tourism and the national economy.

According to Sri Lanka Tourism 
Development Authority (SLTDA) 
reports, total international tourist 
arrivals in 2024 were 2,053,465. Of  
these, 84,768 foreign visitors visited 
Minneriya and 

Figure 1: Visitors observing the 
Elephant Gathering on the grasslands 
of  the Minneriya Tank bed.

Kaudulla National Parks, 
representing nearly 5% of  total 

tank commands about 4,274 hectares, 
primarily for paddy cultivation in 
both the Maha and Yala seasons. 
These schemes are part of  the larger 
Polonnaruwa irrigation network that 
supports tens of  thousands of  farm 
families engaged in paddy agriculture 
(e.g., over 46,000 farm families in 
the broader Polonnaruwa area) and 
contribute to Sri Lanka’s overall rice 
production, which in 2024 amounted 
to nearly 2 million metric tons during 
the Yala season alone.

According to Department of  
Wildlife Conservation national park 
reports, around 95,450 local visitors 
and 84,768 foreign visitors visited 
Minneriya and Kaudulla National 
Parks, generating approximately 
LKR 840.21 million in government 
revenue from entry fees. This tourism 
activity provides thousands of  direct 
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international arrivals. Interestingly, 
nearby parks such as Hurulu Eco Park 
and Gal Oya National Park to the 
west, and Angamedilla National Park 
to the south, record comparatively 
negligible tourist arrivals despite 
having similar vegetation types and 
environmental conditions. The key 
differentiating factor is the seasonal 
elephant gathering, which serves as 
the primary attraction drawing visitors 
to Minneriya and Kaudulla.

Therefore, it is evident that the Asian 
elephant gathering around Minneriya 
and Kaudulla has become a highly 
significant tourism event for the region. 
At the same time, different stakeholder 
groups view the presence of  elephants 
in contrasting ways. The Department 
of  Wildlife Conservation generally 
aims to retain elephant populations 
within protected park boundaries 
for conservation and management 
purposes. In contrast, many farmers 
and nearby villagers would prefer 
elephants to remain entirely outside 
their agricultural lands due to the risks 
of  crop damage and human–elephant 
conflict.

On the other hand, stakeholders in 
the tourism sector—including safari 
jeep drivers, hotel operators, tourist 
guides, and other service providers—
strongly depend on the continued 
visibility of  elephants within the 
parks for their livelihoods. For them, 
longer elephant stays inside protected 
areas translate directly into economic 
stability and increased visitor interest. 

But an important question remains: 
will this seasonal elephant congregation 
continue over a prolonged period? To 
answer this, systematic studies on the 
characteristics of  elephant gatherings, 
tourist visitation patterns, and the 
intensity of  human–elephant conflict in 
the surrounding landscape are highly 
important.

It is important to study tourist 
visitation trends in Minneriya and 
Kaudulla National Parks. According 

to the Department of  Wildlife 
Conservation, tourist visitation over 
the last ten years (2015–2024) shows 
clear fluctuations. In 2015, the total 
number of  local and foreign visitors 
was 158,360. Visitor numbers then 
gradually increased up to 2018, 
reaching a peak of  477,249. Following 
this peak, visitation declined sharply, 
recording its lowest level in 2021, with 
16,133 visitors (see Figures 2 & 3). 
Thereafter, visitor numbers began to 
increase gradually, reaching 59,158 in 
2022 and 115,218 in 2024.

A similar pattern can be observed 
in international tourist arrivals to 
Sri Lanka, where the Easter Sunday 
terrorist attacks in 2019 adversely 
impacted tourism by reducing visitor 
numbers, while the COVID-19 
pandemic was directly responsible for 
the sharp decline in tourist arrivals 
during 2020 and 2021 (see figure 4).

Dr. Sumith Pilapitiya, former 
Director General of  the Department 
of  Wildlife Conservation and a 
leading authority on Asian elephants, 
emphasized—based on over decades 
of  field studies—that the “Great 
Elephant Gathering” at Minneriya 
was internationally recognized 
as one of  the world’s foremost 
wildlife spectacles. However, he 
noted that this phenomenon is no 
longer observed in its original form, 
indicating changes in elephant 
movement patterns and habitat 
use. Underscoring the importance 
of  habitat management, he further 
pointed out that the Minneriya 
reservoir grassland is essential for 
the long-term conservation of  this 
elephant population, and that water 
levels in the Minneriya reservoir are 
directly correlated with the number of  
elephants aggregating in the area.

According to his studies, the 
elephant population in Minneriya 
National Park declined drastically 
between 2018 and 2021, decreasing 
from 402 elephants to only 20 
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Figure 2 : Annual number of  domestic and international visitors to 
Minneriya and Kaudulla National Parks (2015–2024).

Figure 3 : Annual number of  international visitors to Minneriya and 
Kaudulla National Parks (2015–2024).
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Figure 4 : Annual international tourist arrivals to Sri Lanka (2015–2024).

elephants (see table 1).

Year
Number of 
elephants 
observed

2016 389

2017 402

2018 354

2019 223

2020 210

2021 20

Table 1: Annual elephant counts 
recorded in Minneriya National Park 
(2016–2021).  

 Is this a natural phenomenon 
or caused by other factors?

According to Dr. Sumith Pilapitiya, 
the drastic decline in elephant 
numbers at Minneriya is not a 
natural phenomenon. The change 
has been primarily caused by human-
induced water management practices, 
specifically the gradual water releases 
from the Moragahakanda Project, 
which have filled the Minneriya tank 
early in the dry season since 2019. 

Normally, elephants congregate when 
water levels are low, but with the tank 
nearly full by September, they no 
longer gather at the site. Dr. Pilapitiya 
emphasizes that this disrupts the Great 
Elephant Gathering, which historically 
contributes approximately Rs. 8,600 
million per year to Sri Lanka’s 
economy. Filling Minneriya during 
the dry season also increases human–
elephant conflict (HEC), leading to 
crop losses and heightened risks for 
both elephants and people, making 
it a clear human-caused ecological 
and economic problem rather than a 
natural event.

Are there any facts to prove that 
this event led to an increase in the 
intensity of  human–elephant conflict?

The Department of  Wildlife 
Conservation, with the assistance 
of  the Ecosystem Conservation and 
Management Project, installed GPS 
collars on elephants in 2019 to observe 
their movement patterns and identify 
their home ranges. A female elephant 
from a herd near the Minneriya Tank 
was fitted with a GPS collar in early 
June 2019. This collar transmitted 
location data until 2021, and the radio 
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telemetry data were subsequently 
analyzed to determine the animal’s 
home range and movement behavior1. 

To strengthen wildlife conservation 
in the Polonnaruwa area, the 
Department of  Wildlife Conservation 

declared a chain of  protected areas 
extending from north to south (see 
Figure 5). This protected area network 
includes Kaudulla National Park, 
the Minneriya–Kaudulla Elephant 
Corridor, Minneriya–Giritale Nature 
Reserve, and Angammedilla National 
Park. The home range of  the collared 
elephant (Collar No. 6293) was 
analyzed in relation to this protected 
area chain.

This number 6293 collared 
elephant home range and its home 
range with protected area chain as 
follows

Location data obtained from 
the GPS collar were processed and 
analyzed using ArcGIS. The points 

1	 would like to express my sincere appreciation to Former 
Director General Dr. Sumith Pilapitiya for providing the 
above radio telemetry data for analysis.

were overlaid on a 1:50,000 base 
maps, and the home-range polygon 
(pink) was derived from the spatial 
dispersion and distance relationships 

Figure 5: Part of  protected area chain in the 
Polonnaruwa District.

Figure 7: Home range of  Collared Elephant 
No. 6293 in relation to the protected area 
chain.

Figure 6: Estimated home range of  GPS-
collared female Elephant No. 6293 in 2019.
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among recorded locations.
Figure 7 illustrates the home range 

of  collar no 6293 overlaid with the 
protected area chain. The uppermost 
layer represents the protected area 
chain, while the underlying layer 
indicates the estimated home-range 
boundary. According to the analysis, 
the animal’s home range is highly 
concentrated within the wildlife 
protected area network.

The animal’s movement pattern 
for the year 2020 was examined, 
with the green polygon illustrating its 
spatial movements. For comparative 
purposes, the 2019 home range (pink 
polygon) was overlaid with the 2020 
home range (green polygon). It clearly 
indicates the animal expanded its 
home range south- East and North 
West to human dominated areas. This 
has implications for increased human 
elephant conflict in the above area.

The movement pattern of  the 
elephant fitted with collar No. 
6293 during the third study year 

(2021) was also analyzed. The home 
range was mapped as a polygon 
and is illustrated in blue, while the 
underlying green layer represents 
the home range recorded in 2020. 
According to the polygon data, the 
animal clearly expanded its range and 
entered new human-dominated areas. 
The collaring data indicate that the 
elephant’s range extended beyond 
its previous boundaries, particularly 
when reservoir water levels remained 
high during the dry season. Compared 
with the previous year, the elephant 
moved further northwestward and 
newly entered north-eastern areas. 
The blue polygon represents the home 
range for 2021 (Figure 9). Overall, the 
collar data demonstrate a significant 
expansion of  the elephant’s home 
range, which most likely contributes to 
an increased risk of  human–elephant 
conflict.

As a country, agrarian as well as 
wildlife tourism sectors are highly 
important to the wellbeing of  the 
nation. In such situations, when 

Figure 8: Home range of  Collared Elephant 
No. 6293 from 2019 and 2020.

Figure 9: Home range of  the Collared 
Elephant No 6293 in 2020 and 2021 
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competing demands have to be 
satisfied, consultation and compromise 
is required. This is the time for both 
parties of  the above sectors and all 
other stakeholders to join hands and 

agree to find sustainable solutions 
resulting in a win-win situation, 
where both the farmers and elephants 
needs are met in a manner to benefit 
conservation and the economy.
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Y%S ,xldj ffcj úúO;ajfhka wkQk 

rgls' N+f.da,Sh jYfhka bkaÈhka 

id.rfha ¥m;la f,i msysàu fuf,i 

Y%S ,xldj fmdfydi;a ffcj úúO;ajhlg 

ysñlï mEug fya;=jla ù ;sfí' id.rh" 

f.dvìu iy f;;aìï wdY%s;j olakg ,efnk 

Ydl j¾. iy i;aj úfYaI rdYshla jk w;r 

wdfõ‚l úfYaI o fndfydauhla fõ' Y%S 

,xldfõ foaY.=K iy N+f.da,Sh msysàu wkqj 

l=vd ¥m;la jqjo mßir moaO;s rdYshla oel 

.ekSug ,eîu fuys§ iqúfYaIs fõ'

Y%S ,xldfõ mßir moaO;s w;r f;;aìï 

mßir moaO;s mdßißl fukau iudc wd¾Ól 

jYfhka   jeo.;a iajNdúl iïm;ls' 

c,h iaÓrj fyda ld,dkqrEmj meje;Sh 

yels iajNdúlj fyda ñksid úiska ks¾ñ; 

ñßÈh fyda lsjq,a Èh iys; ia:dk iudkH 

jYfhka f;;aìï f,i w¾:l;kh l< 

yelsh' Y%S ,xldfõ .x.d" jeõ" fmdl=Kq" 

l,mq" lfvd,dk fukau l=Uqre " we," 

fod< wd§ jYfhka f;;aìï mßir moaO;s 

rdYshla y÷kd.; yels fõ' fïjd uÕska c, 

l<ukdlrKh ùu" .xj;=r md,kh" c, 

msßmyÿj" ldnka .nvd lsÍu N+.; c,h 

mj;ajd .ekSu" iq<x md,kh" mdxY= Ldokh 

je<elaùu  jeks mdßißl jákdlñka hq;= 

l%shdldrlï rdYshla bgq lrkq ,nhs' Y%S 

,xlsl mer‚ iudch úiska f;;a ìïj, 

mj;akd mdßißl jákdlu y÷kdf.k tajd 

ixrlaIKh lsÍu i|yd Tjqka úiskau úúO 

ixrlaIK l%ufõohka l%shd;aul lsÍug 

lghq;= l< nj ft;sydisl idOl uÕska 

;yjqre fõ' miqld,Sj fuu iïm%dodhsl l%uhka 

mdrïmßl iudc iïuq;Ska njg m;a úh'

Y%S ,xldfõ f;;aìï 
iy mdrïmßl {dkh

Wetlands and Traditional Knowledge in Sri Lanka
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f;;aìï j, mdßiß yd iudc wd¾Ól 
jákdlu

f;;aìula hkq iafmdkachla (sponge) 
jeksh' f;;aìï c, pl%h kshdukh lrñka 

N+.; c,h mj;ajd .ekSug iy úh<s ld,fha§ 

c, iemhqu ,nd§ug iafmdkachla fuka l%shd 

lrhs' tfukau .xj;=r wjOdku wvq lsÍu" 

c,fha mj;akd whym;a iy ÿIl fldgia 

fmÍu i|yd iajNdùl fmrkhla f,i 

l%shdlsÍu jeks mdßißl fiajdjka bgq lrkq 

,nhs' jdkalf,a wNh N+ñh" nQkao, cd;sl 

WoHdkh" l=uk cd;sl WoHdkh jeks /ïid 

f;;aìï fkajdisl iy ixpdrl mlaISkag" 

WNh Ôùkag" u;aiH úfYaI iy Ydl úfYaI 

rdYshlg jdiia:dk iemhSug iu;a ù ;sfí' Y%S 

,xldfõ m%ldYhg m;a lr we;s /ïid f;;a 

ìï w;rg ú,am;a;=j cd;sl WoHdkh" ud÷.Õ 

wNh N+ñh iy wdkú¨‍kaodj wNh N+ñh o 

wh;a fõ'

iudc wd¾Ól jYfhka o .eñ ck;djg 

f;;aìï uÕska ie,fik fiajdjka b;d úYd, 

fõ' úfYaIfhkau ëjr l¾udka;hg f;;aìï 

u.ska jeo.;a odhl;ajhla ,efí' lrÈh 

fukau ñßÈh ëjr l¾udka;h Y%S ,xldfõ ck 

fldgia w;r b;d m%isoaO Ôjfkdamdh ud¾.hls' 

fuuÕska rg ;=, mj;akd fm%daàka wjYH;djh 

imqrd .ekSug yels fõ' uqyqÿnv m%foaY wdY%s; 

f;;aìï fndfyda fihska ëjr l¾udka;hg 

odhl lr.ekSug yels jk w;r úfYaIfhkau 

l,mq wdY%s;j iy lfvd,dk ìï u;aiH 

wNsckk uOHia:dk f,i l%shdlrk w;r 

lfvd,dk iys; j.=re ìï biafida l¾udka;hg 
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b;d úYd, odhl;ajhla ,nd fohs'

f;;aìï wdY%s;j j.dfjk Ydl úfYaI 

fndfydauhla fmdaIŒh .=Kfhka fukau 

T!Iëh .=Kfhka hqla; fõ' flláh" lerka 

fldl=" fldys," nrfldl=" fk¿ï w," ´¨‍ 

weg" lsr, wd§ úúO wdydr j¾. o U!Iëh 

jákdlñka hq;a Èh l÷re wdÈ U!Iëh Ydl 

WodyrK f,i i|yka l< yelsh' tfiau 

oejuh jákdlñka hq;a Ydl rdYshlao f;;aìu 

wdY%s;j jefjk w;r tajd jvq l¾udka;h 

i|yd Ndú;d fõ' l÷re Ydlh fjia uqyqKq 

l¾udka;h i|yd Ndú;hg .efka' lDIsld¾ñl 

c, l<ukdlrKh iy md¾ïmßl ù 

f.dú;ek o f;;aìï u;u mokï ù ;sfí' 

tfiau mka l¾udka;ho f;;aìï wdY%s;j 

jHdma; jq ;j;a .%dóh l¾udka;hls'

iïm%odhsl mdrïmßl oekqu iy 
ixrlaIK l%u

f,dj ish¿ YsIagdpdr ìys jkafka c, 

uq,dY% uQ,sl lrf.kh' u,aj;= Th wdY%s;j 

ìysjk Y%S ,xlsl YsIagdpdrfha úys§u jeõ" 

.x.d" we,fod, wdY%s;j isÿ ù we;s nj c, 

uq,dY% wdY%s;j kgUqkaj mj;akd fjfyr úydr 

iy .ïudk weiqßka meyeÈ,s fõ' wd§ ld,fha 

ñksiqka my;a ìï iy f;;aìï Tjqkaf.a 

Ôjfkdamdh i|yd Ndú;d lrñka l=Uqre 

wiajeoa§ug Ndú;d lr we;' jeõ iy we, 

ud¾. ta i|yd Ndú;d lr we;s nj meyeÈ,s 

fõ' w;S;fha rg lrjk ,o rcjreka ;uka 

úiska jeõ ;ekSu flfrys jeä wjOdkhla 

fhduq lr we;af;a th ;u md,k ;ka;%fh 

jeo.;au ld¾hhla njg m;alr .ksñks' 

iudc wd¾Ól jYfhka o .eñ ck;djg f;;aìï uÕska
ie,fik fiajdjka b;d úYd, fõ' úfYaIfhkau ëjr l¾udka;hg 

f;;aìï u.ska jeo.;a odhl;ajhla ,efí' lrÈh fukau ñßÈh ëjr 
l¾udka;h Y%S ,xldfõ ck fldgia w;r

b;d m%isoaO Ôjfkdamdh ud¾.hls'
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tuÕska rg n; nq,;ska fmdaIKh lsÍug Tjqka 

iu;a úh'

c,h hkq iY%Sl;ajfha ixfla;hla f,i;a 

th iqN uQ¾;hla f,i;a Y%S ,dxlsl ixialD;sh 

;=< uq,a nei f.k ;sfí' iqN wjia:djka 

uq¾;su;a lsÍug c,h Ndú;d lrñka mqka 

l,ia ;eîu" isxy, w¿;a wjqreoaog c,h iuÕ 

.kqfokq lsÍu" nqÿrcdKka jykafiag meka 

mqcd lsÍu" Èhjr ux.<H meje;aùu jeks úúO 

ixialD;sl wx. c,h mokï lrf.k isÿ 

lrk w;r  mer‚ iudcfha meje;s we;eï 

pdß;%x. j¾;udk ck iudch ;=,§o olakg 

,efí' Y%S ,xlsl mer‚ ck iudch iajNdj 

O¾uh iuÕ talnoaOj Ôj;a úh' fudaiï ld, 

rduqjg ieifok mßÈ Tjqkaf.a Ôjk ßoauh 

f.dvk.d .;a nj;a j.d l%u u.ska meyeÈ,s 

fõ' ta wkqj Tjqka f.dv f.dú;ek" uv 

f.dú;ek l%shd;aul l< w;r ld,dkqrEmj 

fnda. j.d lsÍu isÿlrk ,È' ta wkqj ;, 

" uqx" fufkaß" lõms" l=ryka" ù f.dú;ek 

fukau jÜglald " nKavlald wd§ t<j¿ 

j.djka o ld<.=Khg foaY .=Khg .e,fmk 

wdldrfhka flà ld,Sk fukau os.=l,Sk 

fnda. j.d f,i j.d isÿ lsÍug lghq;= lrk 

,È' tfiau mi fidaodhEu jeks ixl+,;d 

wju lr .ekSug o fuu l%ufõohka ;=,ska 

yels jq w;r c, .e¨‍ï md,kh lr .ekSug 

o c,fhka hg jq idrj;a N+ñ j.d jka i|yd 

Ndú;d lsÍug o fm<Uq‚' fuf,i úoHd;aul 

mßphla we;sj iïm%odhsl l%u Ndú;d lsÍfuka 

f;;a ìï ixrlaIKh lr .ekSug ,enqKq 

iydh b;d úYd,h' c, uq,dY% yd f;;a ìï 

wdY%s;j f.dvke.=Kq wd.ñl yd ixialD;sl 

úYajdihka mßirh wdrlaId lr.ekSug 

fnfyúka odhl úh' tfiau N+ñ mßyrKh 

iSud lsÍu" iïm;a Ndú;h md,kh lsÍu jeks 

l%u uÕska f;;aìï iajNdúlju ixrlaIKh 

úh' f;;aìï uq,sl lrf.k ckY%e;s fukau 

ck .S fndfydauhla ks¾udKh úh' f.dhï 

lú" mdre lú" ëjr lú wdÈh Bg WodyrK 

fõ' fujeks ks¾udK ld¾hhka uÕska o 

ixrlaIK l%shdj,shg ck iudch fhduq ùu 

isÿ ù we;'

uqyqÿ nv f;;a ìï ëjr l¾udka;hg 

Ndú;d l<  w;r j¾Idj iy jvÈh ndÈh 

jdrlka ld,hg wkqj ixpdrl êjr 
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l¾udka;h isÿ úh' tfiau u;aiH wNsckk 

m%foaY jf.au megjqka fndajk iuh ;=< êjr 

l¾udka;fhka je<lS isàug me/kafkda 

mqreÿj isáhy'

f;;a ìug we;s kùk wNsfhda. 
j¾;udk Y%S ,xlsl iudch ;=, isÿ ù we;s 

úm¾hdi uÕska kd.ÍlrKh" ld¾ólrKh" 

bvï mßyrKh lsÍfïoS mj;akd wúêu;a 

Ndjh" wúêu;a f,i li, neyer lsÍu" jdhq 

¥IKh " c, ¥IKh yd f;;a ìï f.dv lsÍu 

wd§ úúO l%u u.ska Èkm;d f;;aìï iy 

iajNdúl mßir moaO;sj,g isÿjk wkd¾:h 

jeä ù ;sfí'

Y%S ,xldfõ f;;aìï we;=¿ iajNdúl 

Wreuhka wkd.; mrïmrdj Wfoid 

ixrlaIKh lsÍu i|yd me/kafkda Ndú;d 

l< ;srir Ndú;hka we;=¿ mdrïmßl oekqu 

Ndú;hg .ksñka kùk ixrlaIK l%ufõohka 

Èh;a lsÍu ;=<ska ;srir ixj¾OKhla isÿ lsÍu 

ms<sn|j wjOdkh fhduq lsÍu fujr f,dal 

f;a;aìï Èkh m%Odk wruqK úh'

Hasini Sarachchandra is  the head of  the media and publicity unit and the editor 
of  the ‘Sri Lankan Wildlife’ journal of  the Department of  Wildlife Conservation 
(DWC) of  Sri Lanka. She has been working for the DWC since 1998 and actively 
involves with the department ’s publicity activities and regular contributor for the Wildlife 
journal, Sarachchandra attended for several wildlife conservations related programs 
in Sri Lanka and abroad. She served at Editorial Board at the Divaina Newspapers. 
Sarachachandra received a BA (Hons) in Mass Communication from the University of  
kelaniya (Sri Lanka) and has followed a Mssc in Mass Communication at the same 
university and also she has followed wildlife management course in open University Sri 
Lanka

2026 67



ysi lÆ fldKavhd | Sri Lanka black-capped bulbul - (Rubigula melanictera)
Ranga Wijerathna



Botanical 
Wonders of 
Sri Lanka
Diversity 
of Impatiens

The genus Impatiens L., belonging 
to the family Balsaminaceae, 
represents one of  the most 

diverse and ecologically significant 
groups of  flowering plants among 
angiosperms. With more than 1,100 
species described globally, Impatiens ranks 
among the largest genera of  flowering 
plants, displaying remarkable variation 
in floral morphology, growth form, 
and habitat specialization. Members 
of  this genus are widely distributed 
across tropical and subtropical regions 
of  Africa, Asia, Europe, and North 
America, with centers of  diversity 
concentrated in mountainous areas of  
the Old-World tropics. Their strikingly 
diverse flowers, unique reproductive 
strategies, and strong associations with 
specific microhabitats make Impatiens 
an important genus for studies in plant 
evolution, ecology, and conservation 
biology.

Sri Lanka, despite its relatively small 

land area, harbors a disproportionately 
rich diversity of  Impatiens species, 
reflecting the island’s complex 
geological history, varied topography, 
and pronounced climatic gradients. 
Currently, 23 native balsam species 
belonging to the genus Impatiens have 
been recorded from Sri Lanka. Of  
these, an exceptional 18 species are 
endemic to the island, highlighting Sri 
Lanka as a regional hotspot for Impatiens 
diversity and endemism. The remaining 
species, while not endemic, are native 
and form integral components of  the 
island’s natural vegetation. This high 
level of  endemism underscores the 
evolutionary isolation of  Sri Lanka’s 
montane and submontane ecosystems 
and emphasizes the global conservation 
importance of  its native balsam flora.

The distribution of  Impatiens species 
in Sri Lanka is closely linked to the 
island’s central highlands and associated 
wet-zone forests. These species are 
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predominantly confined to cool, moist, 
mountainous habitats, where high 
rainfall, frequent mist, and relatively 
stable temperatures create favorable 
microclimatic conditions. Most native 
balsams occur in elevations ranging 
from the lower montane zone to the 
upper montane cloud forests, though 
a few species extend into wet lowland 
forests and shaded stream banks. 
Their strong preference for moist, 
often shaded environments means 
that Impatiens species are typically 
found along forest edges, riverbanks, 
seepage areas, rocky slopes, and forest 
understory habitats where soil moisture 
remains consistently high.

Ecologically, native balsams play a 

 
Species

Conservation 
status_Redlist 

2020

Sinhala 
Name

Distribution 
status

FFPO

1 Impatiens acaulis VU l+v¿ Native √

2 Impatiens appendiculata EN l+v¿ Endemic √

3 Impatiens arnottii EN l+v¿ Endemic √

4 Impatiens ciliifolia EN l+v¿ Endemic √

5 Impatiens cornigera VU l+v¿ Endemic √

6 Impatiens cuspidata subsp. bipartita LC l+v¿ Endemic √

7 Impatiens elongata VU l+v¿ Endemic √

8 Impatiens flaccida NT l+v¿ Native  

9 Impatiens grandis EN l+v¿ Native √

10 Impatiens henslowiana VU l+v¿ Native  

11 Impatiens jacobdevlasii NE l+v¿ Endemic  

12 Impatiens janthina EN l+v¿ Endemic √

13 Impatiens leptopoda LC l+v¿ Endemic √

14 Impatiens leucantha CR l+v¿ Endemic √

15 Impatiens linearis EN l+v¿ Endemic √

16 Impatiens macrophylla VU l+v¿ Endemic √

17 Impatiens oppositifolia NT l+v¿ Native √

18 Impatiens repens EN .,a foug" 
.,a r;

Endemic √

19 Impatiens subcordata CR l+v¿ Endemic √

20 Impatiens taprobanica EN l+v¿ Endemic √

21 Impatiens thwaitesii VU l+v¿ Endemic √

22 Impatiens truncata NT l+v¿ Endemic √

23 Impatiens walkeri CR(PE) l+v¿ Endemic √

specialized role within these habitats. 
Their succulent stems and shallow root 
systems allow them to exploit water-rich 
substrates, while their delicate leaves 
and thin cuticles reflect adaptation 
to low light conditions and humid 
environments. The presence of  Impatiens 
species often serves as an indicator of  
relatively undisturbed, high-quality 
forest microhabitats, particularly in 
montane regions. Consequently, the 
decline or disappearance of  balsam 
populations may signal broader 
ecological degradation, including 
changes in hydrology, canopy cover, or 
microclimatic stability.

One of  the most distinctive and 
taxonomically important features of  
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the genus Impatiens lies in its floral 
morphology. Flowers are typically borne 
in axillary racemes or fascicles, though 
in many Sri Lankan species they may 
also occur singly. Depending on the 
species, flowers can be pedunculate or 
epedunculate, exhibiting a wide array 
of  shapes, sizes, and color patterns. The 
characteristic zygomorphic flowers, 
often equipped with spurs containing 
nectar, are adapted for pollination by 
specific groups of  insects, including 
bees, butterflies, and occasionally birds. 
This specialization has contributed 
significantly to speciation within the 
genus, particularly in geographically 
isolated mountain systems such as those 
found in Sri Lanka.

The reproductive biology of  Impatiens 
is further distinguished by its unique 
fruiting mechanism. The fruit is an 
elastically dehiscent capsule, generally 
containing numerous seeds. Upon 
maturation, even slight mechanical 
disturbance causes the capsule to burst 
open explosively, forcibly dispersing 
the seeds away from the parent plant. 
This ballistic dispersal mechanism, 
from which the genus name Impatiens 
(meaning “impatient”) is derived, is 
highly effective in spreading seeds 
over short distances in dense forest 
environments. While this strategy 
facilitates local colonization, it also 
limits long-distance dispersal, thereby 
reinforcing population isolation and 
contributing to the high levels of  local 
endemism observed in Sri Lankan 
balsams.

Despite their ecological and 
evolutionary significance, native 
Impatiens species in Sri Lanka face 
considerable conservation challenges. 
According to the National Red List 
of  Sri Lanka (2020), a substantial 
proportion of  the country’s balsam 
flora is threatened with extinction. Of  
the 22 recorded native species, three 
are classified as Critically Endangered, 
eight as Endangered, six as Vulnerable, 
three as Near Threatened, and only two 

species are listed as Least Concern. This 
alarming conservation status reflects 
the narrow distribution ranges, habitat 
specificity, and sensitivity of  Impatiens 
species to environmental change.

Habitat loss and degradation 
remain the most significant threats 
to Sri Lankan balsams. Montane 
and submontane forests, which host 
the highest diversity of  Impatiens, 
have been extensively modified by 
agricultural expansion, plantation 
forestry, infrastructure development, 
and unregulated tourism. Activities such 
as forest clearance, road construction, 
and the alteration of  natural drainage 
patterns directly affect the moist, shaded 
microhabitats required by these species. 
Climate change poses an additional and 
increasingly serious threat, as shifts in 
temperature and precipitation patterns 
may reduce the extent of  suitable 
habitats in high-elevation regions, 
leaving montane endemics with limited 
opportunities for range shifts.

Recognizing their vulnerability, Sri 
Lanka has afforded legal protection 
to the majority of  its native balsams. 
Notably, 20 out of  the 23 native 
Impatiens species are protected under 
the Flora and Fauna Protection 
Ordinance. This level of  statutory 
protection is significant and reflects 
growing awareness of  the conservation 
value of  the genus. However, legal 
protection alone is insufficient without 
effective habitat management, field-
based monitoring, and increased public 
and institutional awareness. Many 
Impatiens species remain poorly studied, 
with limited data available on their 
population sizes, reproductive ecology, 
and precise distribution ranges.

From a scientific perspective, 
Sri Lankan Impatiens offer valuable 
opportunities for research in taxonomy, 
phylogenetics, and conservation biology. 
The high degree of  morphological 
diversity and endemism within a 
relatively small geographic area makes 
the island an ideal natural laboratory for 
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Impatiens appendiculata is an endemic balsam of  Sri Lanka’s montane forests, 
typically found in shady, moisture-rich habitats. It grows along rivers and streams, 
as well as on moist banks and rocks where humidity remains high throughout the 
year. Occurring between 1,170 and 1,650 meters above sea level, this species is 
locally common within suitable microhabitats. Despite this, Impatiens appendiculata is 
classified as Endangered in 2020 National Redlist.

studying speciation processes in tropical 
montane plants. Moreover, detailed 
ecological studies of  native balsams can 
provide insights into plant–pollinator 
interactions, microhabitat specialization, 
and the impacts of  environmental 
change on sensitive forest understory 
species.

In addition to their scientific 
importance, native balsams also 
possess aesthetic and cultural value. 

Their delicate, vividly colored flowers 
contribute significantly to the visual 
richness of  Sri Lanka’s montane forests, 
particularly during the flowering seasons 
when multiple species may bloom 
simultaneously. While some Impatiens 
species are cultivated globally as 
ornamentals, Sri Lanka’s native species 
remain largely confined to their natural 
habitats, reinforcing the importance of  
in situ conservation.

Impatiens acaulis is a native balsam of  Sri Lanka’s wet-zone highlands, growing 
on wet rocks and damp banks along streams, rivers, and waterfall spray zones. 
Occurring between 750 and 2,050 m altitude, it depends on stable moisture-rich 
habitats and, though locally common, is classified as Vulnerable.

1. 	 Impatiens  		
acaulis

2. 	 Impatiens 
appendiculata
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Impatiens arnottii is an endemic balsam of  Sri Lanka’s submontane rainforests, 
typically occurring in shady, moisture-rich habitats along streams and forest banks. 
It is generally associated with undisturbed forest environments. This species is 
locally distributed and found at elevations between 300 and 900 meters above sea 
level. Impatiens arnottii is classified as Endangered.

Impatiens ciliifolia is an endemic balsam of  Sri Lanka’s lowland and submontane 
evergreen forests. It occurs in moist, shaded habitats along streams and rivers, 
where humidity remains high. Found between 100 and 750 metres above sea level, 
this species is classified as Endangered due to habitat loss and degradation.

Impatiens cornigera is an endemic balsam of  lowland to upland evergreen 
rainforests, occurring in shaded places among rocks, pathways, ravines, and near 
streams and rivers. It is occasionally found in secondary forest. Locally distributed 
between 165 and 1,400 m, it is listed as Vulnerable.

3. 	 Impatiens 
arnottii

4. 	 Impatiens 
ciliifolia

5.	 Impatiens 
cornigera
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This upland rainforest balsam grows along forest margins, scrub, thickets, 
stream banks, and creeks, always in moist conditions. It often forms large, scattered 
colonies between 1,800 and 2,500 m. Subspecies bipartita is endemic, while the 
species is assessed as Least Concern.

An endemic montane forest species, Impatiens elongata is commonly found among 
riverside rocks, waterfall spray zones, and exposed rocky slopes with scrub. Locally 
common within suitable habitats, it occurs between 1,170 and 2,000 m altitude and 
is classified as Vulnerable.

One of  the commonest balsams of  Sri Lanka’s wet lowlands, Impatiens flaccida 
grows on moist shaded slopes and riverbanks, often in secondary forests, deforested 
areas, tracks, and village surroundings. It frequently forms large colonies from sea 
level to 1,000 m and is Near Threatened.

6. 	 Impatiens 
cuspidata 
subsp. bipartita

7. 	 Impatiens 
elongata

8. 	 Impatiens 
flaccida
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Impatiens grandis is a rare and local native species of  lower montane rainforests, 
typically growing on or among riverside rocks. Occurring between 350 and 1,550 
m, it bears large, striking flowers with notable ornamental potential. Habitat loss 
has led to its classification as Endangered.

This native balsam inhabits upland rainforests, scrublands, and rocky areas, 
frequently along rivers, streams, and waterfall spray zones. Found between 900 
and 2,000 m altitude, Impatiens henslowiana depends on moist microhabitats and is 
currently listed as Vulnerable.

Impatiens jacobdevlasii is a recently described endemic species from the Knuckles 
Conservation Forest. It is associated with cool, moist montane habitats and 
represents Sri Lanka’s still-unfolding balsam diversity. Owing to its restricted range 
and limited records, the species is of  high conservation interest.

9. 	 Impatiens 
grandis

10. 	Impatiens 	
henslowiana

11. 	Impatiens 	
jacobdevlasii
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A highly restricted endemic, Impatiens leucantha inhabits moist, shaded lowland 
evergreen forests, particularly on riverside rocks. Found between 150 and 300 m 
altitude, it is local and rare. Ongoing habitat loss has resulted in its classification as 
Critically Endangered.

An endemic and Endangered balsam of  lowland evergreen forests, Impatiens 
janthina grows in moist shaded habitats, particularly on riverside rocks and 
occasionally on moss-covered tree trunks. It is locally distributed between 150 and 
750 m altitude and is sensitive to habitat disturbance.

Impatiens leptopoda is an endemic upland rainforest species occurring in open 
thickets, stream banks, marshy ground, and rocky river margins. It often forms 
extensive colonies across a wide elevational range from about 800 to 3,150 m and is 
currently assessed as Least Concern.

12. Impatiens 
janthina

13. Impatiens 
leptopoda

14. Impatiens 
leucantha
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This endemic balsam occurs in submontane and montane rainforests, growing 
among rocks along streams and rivers. Distributed between 200 and 1,500 m 
altitude, Impatiens linearis is highly dependent on moist forest microhabitats and is 
listed as Endangered.

Impatiens macrophylla is an endemic montane rainforest species found in moist 
shaded habitats along streams, gullies, roadside embankments, and rock outcrops. 
It often forms large colonies between 1,650 and 2,400 m. Habitat disturbance has 
led to its Vulnerable status.

A native species of  grassy and wet sandy habitats, Impatiens oppositifolia grows 
in ditches, marshy scrub, and partially shaded areas, mainly in the dry zone but 
extending into submontane regions. Its wide ecological tolerance contrasts with 
localized threats, and it is classified as Near Threatened.

15. Impatiens 
linearis

16. Impatiens 
macrophylla

17. Impatiens 
oppositifolia
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Impatiens repens is a rare, endemic creeping herb of  Sri Lanka’s wet-zone 
rainforests, thriving in shaded, moist conditions. Now cultivated as an ornamental, 
it is also used in traditional medicine, particularly in epilepsy treatment. Despite 
cultivation, wild populations remain highly localized and vulnerable.

This critically endangered endemic is restricted to upland rainforests around 
1,600 m altitude, with records from Ambagamuwa, Hakgala, and Ramboda. 
Impatiens subcordata has a very limited distribution and is highly sensitive to habitat 
degradation and microclimatic changes.

Impatiens taprobanica is an endemic, rare balsam confined to deeply shaded 
submontane and montane rainforests. It grows mainly on streamside rocks and is 
known from localities such as Windsor Forest, Hantana, and Erathna. Occurring 
between 900 and 2,500 m, it is Endangered.

18. Impatiens 
repens

19. Impatiens 
subcordata

20. Impatiens 
taprobanica
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An endemic balsam of  submontane evergreen forests, Impatiens thwaitesii occurs 
on shaded, damp banks and riverside rocks, never in exposed sunny sites. Found 
between 350 and 900 m altitude, it depends on intact forest cover and is currently 
listed as Vulnerable.

Impatiens truncata is an endemic montane forest species growing in damp 
shaded places along tracks, pathways, banks, and occasionally marshy ground. It 
Impatiens truncata is an endemic montane forest species growing in damp shaded 
places along tracks, pathways, banks, and occasionally marshy ground. It usually 
forms small colonies between 700 and 2,200 m altitude and is assessed as Near 
Threatened due to habitat alteration.

Impatiens walkeri is the rarest balsam recorded in Sri Lanka, endemic to upland 
rainforests of  Namunukula, Haputale, and Ramboda between 1,300 and 1,600 m. 
With no confirmed records for over a century, it is listed as Possibly Extinct in the 
2020 Red List.

21. Impatiens 
thwaitesii

22. Impatiens 
truncata

23. Impatiens 
walkeri
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Y%S ,xldfõ lDIs wd¾Ólh iuÕ noaO ù 

isák úh<s l,dmSh f.dú ck;dj ;u 

Ôjfkdamdh fukau tÈfkod mßfNdackh i|yd 

lDIs fnda. j.dj flfrys fhduq ù isá'

úh<s l,dmfha iudkH WIaK;ajh  

23-32C°  jk w;r j¾Idm;kh 400-500 ñ'ñ' 

fõ' j¾Ifha fndfyda ld,hla úh<s ld,.=K 

;;ajhla úh<s l,dmfha oelafjk w;r wka;¾ 

l,dmfha § o fujeks ;;;ajhla olakg 

,efí' úh<s l,dmfha iy wka;¾ l,dmfha 

Ôj;ajk ck;dj ;u ffoksl lghq;= i|yd 

fukau j.d lghq;= i|yd j¾Id c,h 

tla/ialr ;nd .ekSug w;S;fha isgu mqreÿ 

ù isá;s' w;S;fha§ md,lhska lDIs l¾udka;h 

i|yd w;HjYH c,h ,nd .ekSu fjkqfjka 

jeõ ;ekSu ;ukaf.a uq,sl j.lSula f,i 

jkw,skaf.a ur W.=, -

Agriculture well 
wkdrlaIsl j.d <sx

9-5
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lghq;= lrñka  uy mßudK jdßud¾. l%u 

ìyslrk ,È' j¾;udkh jkúg fuu jeõ 

iy we, ud¾. ;u l=Uqre wiaje§ug Ndú;hg 

.ekSug ck;dj mqreÿù isák w;r uyje,s  

ixj¾Ok jHdmdrh" fudr.ylkao jHdmdrh" 

Wvj,j c,dYh" fiakdkdhl iuqøh wd§ jdß 

l¾udka; miqld,fha§ f.dú ck;djg c,h 

iemhSug ìysúh'

fujekS jdß l¾udka; uÕska  úh<s 

l,dmfha uv f.dú;ek i|yd c,h tla/ia 

lr ;nd .ekSu ÿIalr úh' fyaka f.dú;ekg 

wjYH c,h imhd .ekSug j.d<sx bÈlsÍug 

ck;dj fm<Uq‚' fï i|yd rcfha wkq.%yh 

,efnk w;r f.dú ckfiajd mkf;ys fï 

ms,sn|j i|yka lr we;' 2000 wxl 46 ork 
f.dúck;dj ixj¾Ok mkf;a wxl 89 ^1& 
j.ka;sfhka f.dúck;j <sx ;ekSfï§ wkq.
ukh l< hq;= ld¾h mámdáh i|yka lr 
we;' tkï" f.dúck fiajd flduidßia 
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ckrd,ajrhd.a ,sÅ; wjirh u; iy Tyq 
úiska kshu lrkq ,nk fldkafoais j,g 
hg;aj ñi" f.dú;eka lghq;= i|yd hï 
<s|la  ;ekSu fyda bÈ lsÍu fyda mj;ajd f.k 
hdu lsisÿ ;eke;af;l= úiska fkdl< hq;=h˜‍ 
hkakhs' 

iudkH j.d ,s|la c,h yuq jk f;la 

ydrk w;r  tys úYalïNh wä 10 fyda 15la 

muK  jk w;r wkqrdOmqr" fmd<dkakrej" 

kef.kysr" ls,sfkdÉÑh" W!j iy ol=Kq 

jkÔù l,dmhkays j.d <sx úYd, ixLdjla 

wdrlaIs; f,i ilialr we;s kuq;a jeä 

m%udKhla wdrlaIs; fkdjk f,i mj;s' 

iudkHfhka j.d <s| jgd Yla;su;a jegla 

bÈlsÍu ñksiqkaf.a iy i;=kaf.a wdrlaIdj 

i|yd wjYH jk kuq;a fuf,i wkdrlaIs;j 

mj;sk j.d <sx ;=,g jki;=ka fukau l=vd 

orejka o weo jeàfuka ñhhk wjia:d 

fndfydauhla olakg ,efí' úfYaIfhkau 

jkw,ska" uqjka" f.dakqka jeks úYd, 

laISrmdhS i;=ka fukau ó ñkakd" ydjd jeks 

l=vd laISrmdhs i;=kao Wr.hska o fujeks 

wkdrlaIs; j.d ,sx ;=,g jeà ñh hEu iq,Nj 

isÿfjhs'

 miq.sh jir 07l ld,h ;=, j.d <sx 

j,g jeàfuka ñh.sh uq¿ w,s ixLHdj 64 

ls' ta w;r miq.sh jif¾ 2025 jif¾ j.d 

<sxj,g jeà ñh.sh w,s ixLHdj 8 ls' 2024 

j¾Ifha§ w,s  07 fofkla o 2023 w,s 05 

fofkla o 2022 w,s 11 lao 2021 w,s 07lao 

2020$2019 foj¾Ifha w,s 13 ne.ska j.d <sx 

j,g jeàfuka ñh f.dia ;sfí' miq.sh 2025 

j¾Ifha wkqrdOmqr jkÔù l,dmfha§ w,s 04 

fofkl= j.d <sx j,g jeàfuka ñhf.dia we;s 

w;r kef.kysr‍" fmdf<dkakrej" jhU iy 

jjqkshdj jkÔù l,dm j, tl isÿùu ne.ska 

jd¾;d ù ;sfí' fï w;r fjk;a jkÔùka j.d 

<sxj,g jeàfuka ñh hEï jd¾;d fkdjqjo 

tjeks wjia:do fndfydauhla ;sfnk nj 

jkÔù ks,OdÍka ikd: lr ;sfí'
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jkw,shl= fyda jki;l= j.d <s|lg jeà 

Èk .Kkdjla ksrdydrj ÿlaúÈñka ðú;laIhg 

m;a jk fÄokSh wjia:d fndfyduhla ;snqKo 

kS;s úfrdaë f,i j.d ,sx ilia lrk mqoa.hka 

fï ms<sn|j wod, ks,OdÍka oekqj;a lsÍug 

olajkafka ue,sluls' Tjqka ;ukaf.a bvï j, 

fukau ;uka i;= fkdjk bvï j,o fuf,i 

wkjir j.d <sx bÈlr f.dú;eka lghq;= 

isÿlrkq ,nk w;r jkw,shl= tu kS;s 

úfrdaê j.d <s|lg jegqKq miq ta ms<sn|j wod, 

ks,OdÍ oekqj;a fkdlsÍfï m%;sM,hla f,i 

fuf,i jd¾Islj jeäysá w,s fukau megõ 

ñh hEu isÿ fõ'

tjeks jkÔù ks,OdÍka fj; ie,fjk 

isÿùï j,g wu;rj fuf,i jkÔù ks,OdÍka 

fkdoekqj;au j.d <sx j,g jeà ñh hk 

w,Skaf.a ixLHdj f,aLk .; ùfï .egΩ 

we;sfõ' miq.sh jir 5l muK ld,h ;=, 

wkqrdOmqr Èia;%slalfha leì;sf.d,a,Ej" 

rUEj" ueojÉÑh "ñyska;,h" lyg.iaÈ.s,sh" 

ysrmamfka yd uOHu kqjr.ï m<d; hk 

m%dfoaYSh f,alï fldÜGdYj, ilia lr 

we;s j.d <sx m%udKh jeä ù we;s nj jd¾;d 

fõ' fujeks j.d <sx wdrlaIs; ;;a;ajhg 

bÈlsÍu i|yd Èia;%sla yd m%dfoaYSh lDIsl¾u 

lñgq" mßir lñgq ksfhdackh lrkq ,nk 

rdcH ks,OdÍka yd m%cd uQ, ixúOdk jkÔù 

ixrlaIK fomd¾;fïka;=j úiska oekqj;a 

ls¯u is≥ lrk w;r mj;akd kS;s Í;s 

W,a,x>kh lrñka bÈflfrk wkdrlaIs; yd 

wkjYH f,i bÈlrk j.d <sx i|yd kS;suh 

mshjr f.k tjeks wkdrlaIs; <sx bÈlsÍu 

;ykï lsÍug lghq;= lsÍu flfrys Tjqkaf.a 

wjOdkh fhduq lr ;sfí'

lDIsfNda. j.dlr ;sfnk we;eï N+ñ 

m%foaY j, úYd,;ajh wkqj j.d <sx lsysmhla 

tlu N+ñfha ilia lr we;s wjia:djkao 

olakg ,efí' úh<s ld,fha§ we;eï j.d <sx 

j, c,h is§ hdfï§  <sx w;yer oeóu ksid 

tu N+ñh m%fhdackhg .kakd <so w;yer 
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wfkla <sx ish,a, iïmQ¾Kfhkau j,a ìysù 

le,E njg m;a fõ'

jki;=ka w;ayer oeuq j,a ìysù we;s j.d 

<sx wi,ska .uka lsÍfï§ ta ;=,g weo jeà 

wk;=rg m;aùfï m%jK;djh jeä ù ;sfí' 

lsUq,ka jeks Wr. úfYaI tjeks j.d <sx 

;=,g jeà kej; f.dv taug fkdyelsj È¾> 

ld,hla isrù isg ñh f.dia we;s wjia:dj 

fndfydauhla olakg ,efí' tjeks wjia:dj,§ 

ck;dj úiska jkÔù ks,OdÍka oekqj;a 

lrkafka kï oeä mßY%uhla ord wk;=rg 

m;ajk i;=ka uqojdf.k cd;sl WoHdkhl c, 

uq,dY%hla fj; ksoyia lsÍug lghq;= lrkq 

,efí'

jkw,shl= fyda fjk;a jkif;l= tf,i 

wk;=rg m;ajq wjia:d j,§ tu i;=ka f.dvg 

f.k jkÔù mY+ ffjoHjreka úiska wjYH 

m%;sldr isÿlsÍug lghq;= lrkq ,efí' 

f.dúìfï N+úIu;djh j.d <sfoa msysàu .eUqr 

úIalïNh yd c,h mj;sk m%udKh uv iys; 

nj wd§ lreKq ms<sn|j jkÔù ks,OdÍka 

úiska wjOdkh fhduq lr wjia:dkql+,j 

l%ufõohka wkq.ukh lrñka fuf,i 

jki;=ka j.d <sx j,ska uqojd .ekSug lghq;= 

lrkq ,efí' we;eï wjia:dj, neflda hka;% 

Ndú; lr.ksñka jkw,s f.dvke.Sug lghq;= 

ls¯ug is≥fõ'

jkw,s j.d <sx ;=,g jeàfuka miq kej; 

f.dv .ekSug lghq;= lsÍfï§ uyck;dj tu 

ia:dk wikakfha .ejiSu o jkÔù ks,OdÍkag 

tu lghqla; id¾:lj isÿlr .ekSug wmyiq 

jkafka jkw,shd uyck;dj oelSfuka ìhg 

m;a ù ñksiqka miqmi ynd f.dia myr§ug 

fm<UqKq  wjia:do fndfydah' tneúka tjeks 

wjia:d j,§ uyck;dj ;ukaf.a wdrlaIdj 

m;d tjeks ia:dk j,g tlafrdla ùfuka 

je,lS isáh hq;= fõ'

Èjd ld,fha§ jkw,s f.dvg f.k m,jd 

yeÍu ÿIalr yd wjodkï lghqla;ls' tf,i 

wk;=rg ,la ù we;s jkw,Ska f.dvg f.k 

le,hg m,jd yeÍu ijia ld,fha§ isÿlsÍu 

jvd;a WÑ; fõ'

jkw,skaf.a iajNdúl jdiN=óh wdY%s;j 

yd w,skaf.a ixprK ud¾. jk w,suxlv 

ndOdjk f,i lDIs fNda. j.d lsÍu fukau 

tjeks ia:dkj, wkdrlaIs; f,i j.d <sx bÈ 

lsÍu;a tjeks j.d <sx w;yer oeóu;a ;=,ska 

jkÔùkag isÿjk wk;=r j,lajd .ekSu 

uyck;dj oekqj;a ùu jeo.;a fõ'

fuf,i w;yer ouk j.d <sx j,g 

jeàu ;=,ska uqojd .ekSug jd¾Islj jkÔù 

ixrlaIK fomd¾;fïka;=j úiska úYd, uqo,la 

"Y%uh;a ld,hla jeh lsÍug isÿ ù ;sfí'

P.M. Anura Kumara is a Wildlife ranger grade I at the Department of  Wi 
Diploma unior Certificate course in Wildlife Management at the Giritale Wildlife 
Training Center and has engaged with Wildlife conservation training programes in 
India, Malaysia, Thailand and China. He is currently serving as the Officer-in-
Charge of  the Wildlife Range of  the Matale District Secretariat.

YS% ,xld jkÔù |  ,yq;if tdtpyq;F |  Sri Lanka Wildlife86
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Wildlife crime is an 
increasingly significant form 
of  transnational organized 

crime, comparable in scale and 
complexity to drug trafficking, arms 
smuggling, and human trafficking. 
The United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC, 
2020) estimates that illegal wildlife 
trade generates billions of  dollars 
annually, threatening biodiversity, 
ecosystems, and human livelihoods. 
This growing crisis has necessitated 
the development and application 
of  wildlife forensic science a 
specialized field that applies scientific 
principles and techniques to detect, 
investigate, and prosecute crimes 
involving wildlife. Wildlife forensics 
is particularly crucial in countries 
like Sri Lanka, which boast high 
biodiversity and numerous endemic 
species, but face increasing threats 
from poaching, illegal trade, and 
habitat destruction (DWC, 2020).

This article critically examines 
the role of  wildlife forensics in crime 
solving, emphasizing its practical 
applications in Sri Lanka, while 
drawing lessons from global practices. 
The discussion covers the scope and 
methodologies of  wildlife forensics, 
notable case studies, technological 
innovations, challenges, and the 
future of  forensic applications in 
biodiversity conservation.

The Scope and Importance of  
Wildlife Forensics

Wildlife forensics is the scientific 
investigation of  crimes involving 
wildlife, encompassing species 
identification, geographic origin 
determination, cause of  death 
analysis, and linkage of  biological 
evidence to criminal activity (Alacs 
et al., 2010). Its applications range 
from combating poaching and illegal 
trade to addressing environmental 
crimes, such as illegal logging and 
habitat destruction. Wildlife forensics 
bridges the gap between traditional 
law enforcement and modern 
conservation strategies, providing 
reliable evidence that can withstand 
scrutiny in courts.

The need for wildlife forensics 
arises from the complexity of  wildlife 
crimes. Poaching syndicates and 
illegal traders often operate across 
borders, employ sophisticated 
smuggling techniques, and conceal 

Uncovering Hidden Clues:

The Power of 
Wildlife Forensics in  
Combating Sri Lanka
Wildlife Crime and Beyond
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evidence to avoid detection 
(Interpol & World Bank, 2020). 
Traditional investigative methods, 
such as surveillance, informants, 
and patrolling, are often insufficient. 
Forensic science complements these 
methods by offering objective, 
scientifically verifiable evidence that 
strengthens prosecution cases and 
enables law enforcement agencies to 
dismantle criminal networks.

DNA analysis is the cornerstone 
of  wildlife forensic investigations. 
Forensic DNA profiling can identify 
species from minute samples, such 
as hair, blood, feathers, scales, or 
processed animal products (Johnson 
et al., 2014). In addition, genetic 
analysis can provide individual 
identification, which is crucial in 
cases involving endangered species 
like elephants, tigers, and pangolins. 
Such evidence enables investigators 
to link specific animals to crimes and 
determine the geographic origin of  
confiscated wildlife products (Ogden 
& Linacre, 2015).

Another important tool is stable 
isotope analysis, which traces 
geographic origin by analyzing 
variations in isotopes such as carbon, 
nitrogen, and oxygen. Isotope 
signatures reflect environmental 
conditions and dietary patterns, 
allowing investigators to trace 
specimens to their natural habitats 
(Ogden & Linacre, 2015). Combined 
with DNA analysis, isotopic data 
strengthens evidence in cases of  
international wildlife trafficking.

Wildlife Crime in Sri Lanka: 
Challenges and Forensic 
Applications

Sri Lanka is one of  the world’s 
biodiversity hotspots, home to 
numerous endemic species, including 
the Sri Lankan elephant (“Elephas 
maximus maximus”), leopard 
(“Panthera pardus kotiya”), and red 
slender loris (“Loris tardigradus”). 

However, this rich biodiversity also 
makes the country a target for wildlife 
crimes. Illegal hunting, poaching, 
smuggling of  exotic animals, and 
logging of  protected plant species are 
persistent problems (DWC, 2020).

Wildlife forensics has been 
increasingly integrated into law 
enforcement strategies in Sri Lanka. 
DNA analysis has been employed 
in cases involving elephant ivory 
seizures, illegal leopard skin trade, 
and trafficking of  reptiles and birds. 
For instance, in 2017, a significant 
ivory shipment bound for the Middle 
East was intercepted. DNA profiling 
confirmed that the ivory originated 
from elephants within Sri Lanka, 
enabling authorities to trace the 
source to local poachers (DWC, 
2017). This case highlights the 
effectiveness of  forensic methods in 
linking wildlife products to specific 
populations and geographic regions.

Another example involves the 
illegal trade of  reptiles, such as the 
Indian star tortoise (“Geochelone 
elegans”) and Sri Lankan star 
tortoise (“Geochelone elegans” 
subspecies). Confiscated shipments 
often contained animals without 
proper documentation or were 
falsely labeled. DNA testing enabled 
authorities to determine the species 
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and regional origin, leading to 
successful prosecution of  traffickers 
and dismantling of  smuggling 
networks (DWC, 2020).

Wildlife forensics also contributes 
to investigations of  elephant 
deaths. In Sri Lanka, elephants are 
often killed by gunshot wounds, 
electrocution, or poisoning, 
sometimes as retaliation for human-
elephant conflict. Forensic veterinary 
investigations, including necropsy and 
toxicological analysis, help determine 
the cause of  death and identify 
responsible parties, supporting 
criminal prosecution (DWC, 2017).

Global Applications of  Wildlife 
Forensics

Beyond Sri Lanka, wildlife 
forensics has been instrumental 
in combating illegal wildlife trade 
worldwide. In Africa, DNA analysis 
has been used extensively to combat 
elephant poaching. Wasser et al. 
(2004) demonstrated that DNA 
profiles of  seized ivory could 
be matched to specific elephant 
populations, identifying poaching 
hotspots. Later studies refined this 
approach to reveal major trafficking 
routes across African nations (Wasser 
et al., 2015). These forensic methods 
have strengthened enforcement and 
international cooperation, helping 
authorities to prosecute traffickers 
effectively.

In India, wildlife forensics 
has been crucial in addressing 
illegal tiger trade. DNA profiling 
of  confiscated tiger bones and 
skins allows authorities to identify 
individual tigers and trace products 
back to specific geographic locations, 
enhancing the success of  prosecutions 
(Ewart et al., 2018). Similarly, in the 
United States, forensic techniques 
have been used to investigate 
illegal parrot trade and trafficking 
of  exotic animals. Genetic testing 
of  confiscated parrots revealed 

their African origin, enabling law 
enforcement to trace smuggling 
networks and prosecute offenders 
(Pires & Clarke, 2012).

In Southeast Asia, countries like 
Indonesia and Malaysia have used 
forensic wood analysis to combat 
illegal logging and timber trafficking. 
DNA and chemical analyses 
confirm the legality and species of  
timber, supporting enforcement 
under CITES regulations (CITES 
Secretariat, 2019). In Brazil, wildlife 
forensics has helped address illegal 
trade in Amazonian birds and plants, 
ensuring that biodiversity-rich regions 
are protected from exploitation.

Technological Innovations in 
Wildlife Forensics

The field of  wildlife forensics is 
rapidly evolving due to technological 
advancements. Next-generation 
sequencing allows for high-
throughput DNA analysis of  complex 
or degraded samples, increasing 
the speed and accuracy of  species 
identification (Johnson et al., 2014). 
Portable DNA analysis kits and field-
based genetic tools enable rapid on-
site testing, allowing law enforcement 
officers to make immediate decisions 
during inspections or seizures (Ewart 
et al., 2018).

Digital forensic databases are 
another innovation that strengthens 
wildlife crime investigations. Global 
databases, such as the CITES DNA 
reference library and the Elephant 
Genetic Database, facilitate cross-
border collaboration and tracking of  
illegal wildlife trade. By comparing 
DNA profiles from confiscated 
products to reference samples, 
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authorities can determine species, 
geographic origin, and population 
identity, even for international cases 
(Wasser et al., 2015).

Forensic isotope mapping is also 
expanding in scope. By creating 
regional isotopic “fingerprints,” 
investigators can trace the origin of  
animal products, such as ivory, reptile 

skins, or exotic timber. Combining 
genetic and isotopic data improves 
the reliability of  forensic evidence, 
particularly in complex trafficking 
networks (Ogden & Linacre, 2015).

Challenges in Wildlife Forensics
Despite its success, wildlife 

forensics faces significant challenges. 
First, there is an uneven distribution 
of  forensic capacity globally. Many 
biodiversity-rich countries, including 
Sri Lanka, face limitations in 
laboratory infrastructure, equipment, 
and trained personnel, reducing their 
ability to conduct timely and accurate 
analyses (Interpol & World Bank, 
2020).

Second, the legal admissibility 
of  forensic evidence varies across 
jurisdictions. Courts require validated 
methodologies, standardized 
protocols, and expert testimony to 
accept forensic findings (Alacs et al., 
2010). Lack of  uniform standards or 
judicial awareness can compromise 

prosecutions, even when scientific 
evidence is available.

Third, wildlife crimes are often 
concealed or falsified. Smugglers 
may alter or process animal products 
to prevent species identification, 
falsify documentation, or exploit 
legal loopholes in cross-border 
trade (UNODC, 2020). In such 
cases, forensic techniques must 
adapt continually to overcome novel 
methods of  evasion.

Finally, ethical concerns arise 
in collecting reference samples, 
particularly from endangered species. 
Ensuring minimal harm to animals 
while obtaining scientifically robust 
reference materials is a delicate 
balance that must be maintained 
(Alacs et al., 2010).

Policy Implications and 
Conservation Impact

Wildlife forensics not only 
strengthens law enforcement but also 
informs conservation strategies. By 
identifying poaching hotspots and 
trafficking routes, authorities can 
allocate resources effectively and 
target enforcement in high-risk areas 
(Wasser et al., 2004). For instance, 
Sri Lanka’s identification of  ivory 
poaching hotspots through DNA 
analysis has allowed the Department 
of  Wildlife Conservation to focus 
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anti-poaching patrols strategically 
(DWC, 2017).

International cooperation is 
equally vital. Wildlife crime is often 
transnational, involving multiple 
countries in trafficking networks. 
Forensic data sharing, standardized 
protocols, and collaborative 
investigations enhance global 
capacity to combat wildlife crimes 
(CITES Secretariat, 2019). For 
example, DNA matching between 
confiscated ivory in Sri Lanka and 
markets in the Middle East provided 
evidence linking local poachers to 
international syndicates (DWC, 
2017).

The integration of  wildlife 
forensics with community 
engagement is also essential. Local 
communities are often the first line 
of  defense against wildlife crime, and 
their involvement in conservation 
efforts can be strengthened through 
awareness of  forensic capabilities 
and the consequences of  poaching 
(Interpol & World Bank, 2020).

Future Directions
The future of  wildlife forensics lies 

in technological innovation, capacity 
building, and global collaboration. 
Emerging techniques, such as 
environmental DNA (eDNA) analysis, 
could allow investigators to detect 
the presence of  species in ecosystems 
without direct sampling, expanding 
monitoring capabilities (Ewart et 

al., 2018). Artificial intelligence and 
machine learning are expected to 
play a role in analyzing complex 
forensic datasets, detecting patterns in 
trafficking networks, and predicting 
poaching risks.

For Sri Lanka, investment in 
laboratory infrastructure, training 
programs, and international 
partnerships is essential. 
Strengthening forensic capabilities, 
coupled with legal reforms and 
awareness campaigns, will enhance 
enforcement and conservation 
outcomes. Integrating forensic 
science with remote sensing, GPS 
tracking, and wildlife monitoring can 
create a comprehensive approach to 
wildlife crime prevention.

Conclusion
Wildlife forensics has emerged as 

a critical tool in combating wildlife 
crime. By providing scientifically 
verifiable evidence, it strengthens 
prosecution, deters criminal activity, 
and enhances global conservation 
efforts. In Sri Lanka, forensic 
methods have been successfully 
applied to investigate elephant 
poaching, illegal trade in reptiles and 
birds, and wildlife-related homicides. 
Globally, DNA analysis, isotope 
mapping, and chemical profiling have 
been instrumental in tracking illegal 
trade, identifying poaching hotspots, 
and dismantling trafficking networks.

Despite its successes, wildlife 
forensics faces challenges 
including limited resources, legal 
inconsistencies, and sophisticated 
criminal evasion techniques. 
Addressing these challenges requires 
investment in infrastructure, 
training, research, and international 
collaboration. The integration of  
emerging technologies, such as 
(eDNA) analysis, portable DNA kits, 
and digital databases, promises to 
expand the scope and effectiveness of  
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wildlife forensic investigations.
Ultimately, wildlife forensics is 

more than a law enforcement tool; 
it is a cornerstone of  biodiversity 
conservation. By supporting both 
local and international efforts to 
protect endangered species and 
ecosystems, wildlife forensics 

contributes to the preservation of  
natural heritage for current and 
future generations. With continued 
commitment, Sri Lanka and the 
global community can leverage 
forensic science to combat wildlife 
crime, safeguard biodiversity, and 
promote ecological sustainability.
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in the Faculty of  Medical Sciences at the University of  Sri Jayewardenepura, and he 
completed his diploma in Business Management at Oxford College of  Business. In 
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fmdare lEoe;a;d | Malabar pied hornbill (Anthracoceros coronatus) 
Ranga Wijerathna



ud, .srjd | Rose-ringed parakeet - (Psittacula krameri)
Ranga Wijerathna



wr n,kak wr'''' wÿre wyia l=i tljru t 
mdù .sfha jjqf,lao@ úh fkdyel' jjqf,l= 
;rï w;a;gq  fkdue;s fukau tjeks 

msheôula fkdjk th mdù heulauh''''
tjeks  wdYap¾hhla jeks t mdùu isÿ  l< 

yelafla i;H jYfhkau  mshdUk f,akqkagu  mu‚ 

' mshdUk f,kqka f,i  fuu i;=ka  y¢kajqjo  

fuu i;=kaf.a i;H jHjydßl kduh jkqfha 

yïndjqkah'

yïndjd ,xldfõ  laIsrmdhs i;aj úfYaI 124 ka 

furg wdfõ‚l laIsrmdhs i;aj úfYaI 21 g wh;a 

fkdjqjo  joù hEfï ;¾ckhlag ,laj we;s i;aj 

úfYaIhla f,ig ye¢kaùh yelsh'

Y%s ,xldfõ  m%Odk jYfhka yïndjqka j¾. 

folla jdihlrk njg y÷kdf.k we;' tkï  

ud- yïndj Maha Hambawaa (Petaurista philippensis) 
yd ySka yïndjkah '^fuu ud - yïndj we;euqka w¨‍ 

yïndj" uyd yïndj f,io y÷kajkq ,nk w;r ySka 

yïndj l=vd yïndjd Kuda Hambawa (Petinomys  
fuscocapillus) f,igo y÷kajkq ,nhs&'

Scientific Name Common Name NCS Criteria GCS Criteria

Family : Pteromyidae

Petaurista philippensis

(Eliot, 1839)
E-Giant flying squirrel
S- Ma - hambawa

EN B1ab(iii)+
2ab(iii)

Petinomys fuscocapilus 
(Jerdon, 1847)

E-Small flying squirrel
S- Heen hambawa

EN B1ab(iii)+
2ab(iii)

List of Abbreviations.

E – English Name.			   EN – Endangered.
GCS – Global Conservation Status.		 LC – Least Concerned.
NCS - National Conservation Status.	 S – Sinhala Name

mshdUk 
   f,akakq

Flying squirrel
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f,dalfha f,akqka wh;a jk i;aj úfYaI 

l=,hgu wh;ajk fuu i;=ka úfYaI folla 

f,ig ye¢ka jqjo fuu úfYaI foflysu  

oelsh yels ,laIK  yd .;s  mej;=ï fndfyda 

úg tal yd iudk fõ' tfukau f,akqka 

wh;ajk i;aj l=,lhgu  wh;a jqj;a  fuu 

i;=ka f,akqkaf.ka fjkiajk m%Odk;u 

,laIKh kï mq¾j yd wmr .d;%dhdlrK 

isrer yd iïnkaOj we;s ;=kS iïmg,hhs'

fuu ;=kS iï mg,h ue‚la lgqj yd 

iïnkaOj we;s w;r je,ñg yels,sfuka 

miqj wfkl=;a ixprK lghq;= i|yd lsisÿ 

ndOdjla fuu wmqre mshdm;a hq.,fhka we;s 

fkdfõ' fuu wmQre mshdm;a hq., ksidu 

wfkl=;a i;=kag fkdue;s wu;r jdishla 

fuu i;=kag ,eì we;' tkï f,akqka" jÿrka 

ß<jqka fuka mekSula isÿ fkdlr .ilska 

;j;a my, uÜgfï .ilg udreùfï§ 

wdhdihlska f;drj mdù wfkla .ig .uka 

lsßug yelshdj ,eîuhs' fuu ÿr we;eï úg 

wä 100 la olajd jqj;a j¾Okh lr .eksfï 

yelshdjla fuu i;=ka i;= jk w;r wfkla 

mlaIska fuka mshdm;a ie<sula fuu ;=kS 

mg,h u.ska isÿ lsßug fkdyels w;r by< 

ia:dkhla isg Bg jvd my;a ia:dkhla fj; 

.ilska .ilg mdù hEug muKla Wmfhda.S 

lr .kS' fï i|yd .=rej;ald¾IKh fukau 

isref¾ ialkaOh yd jd;fha we;s jdisiy.; 

;;ajhkao fï i|yd Wmfhda.S lr .kS'

fuu i;=ka j¾. folu .;al<  

iajdNdjfhkau b;du;a lïue,s w,i i;=ka 

f,ig ye¢kaúh yelsh' tfukau fuu i;aj 

j¾. folgu fmdÿ .;s  ,laIKhla  jkafka 

fuu úfYaI folu ksYdpr i;ajhka fyj;a 

rd;%sfha yeisfrk i;=ka ùuhs'

ksYdpr w,i i;=ka jk fuu i;=ka 

iajNdjfhkau ,eÊcdYs,s i;=ka fõ 

' fudjqkaf.a  fyd¢ka frdau jevqKq 

is,skavrdldr j,a. .;a úg th i;df.a 

ysfiys yd lfoys È.g jvd È.ska jeäh' 

tu È.= j,s.h  .ilska .ilg mdù hdfï§ 

fudjqkaf.a isref¾ iunr;djh fukau mdú 

hdhq;=  ksjerÈ fldaKh wdÈh mj;ajdf.k 

hEu i|yd t ukd msgqjy,la yd Wmldrhla  

isÿlrhs'

Flying squirrel
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tfukau is,skavrdldr j,s.fha we;s 

frdau j,g jvd isref¾ we;s frdau È.ska 

jeä úu fuu úfYaI folgu fmdÿ jk 

,laIKhla fõ'

ud - yïndj fyj;a w¨‍ yïndjdf.a j,s.

fha È. yreKq fldg wÕ,a 18la 16 la muK  

úYd,;ajhlg jefvk w;r l=vd yïndjdf.a 

j,a.fha È. fkdue;sj wÕ,a 12 la muK  

úYd,;ajhlg jefâ'

fuu i;=kao f,akqka wh;a jk 

úfYaIfhau i;=ka jk neúka f,akqkaf.a 

fukau  fudjqkaf.ao  miq mi mdohkaf.a 

weÕs,s  my neÕska msysghs' tfukau  bÈßmi 

mdohkaf.a weÕs,s 04 ne.ska msysghs' Yla;su;a 

fukau  iaÓrjq  l%shdYs,s w,a,d .eksï  ioyd 

fuu mdohkaf.a yd oE;aj,  weÕs,s ukdf,i 

yev.eiS we;'

l=vd yïndjqka fndfydaúg fpiakÜ 

meyefhka yev ù isá' uyd yïndjqka fuu 

l=v yïndjqkaf.a fpiakÜ meyeh fjkqjg 

l¨‍meyehg yqre ÿUqre meyehla .kq ,efí' 

fndfydaúg uy yïndjqkaf.a fydïn yd f., 

wdY%s; m%foaYhkaf.a úisreKq w÷re meye;s 

me,a,ï oel.; yelsh' Yßrh Worh m%foaYh  

iqÿ meyehg yqre l¨‍ meyehla .kq ,nhs'

lsß î jefvk fyj;a laIsrmdhs i;=ka 

jk f,ak úfYaIhg wh;a jqjo f,akqka fuka 

úYd, jq;a wdrlaIdldßjq;a" iqjmyiq jq;a  l=vq 

ie§ula isÿ fkdlr' ta fjkqjg fuu i;=ka 

úfYaI folu isÿ lrkq ,nkafka .ia fnk 

j, úh<s mrve,a yd fld< frdvq fhdodf.k 

ish megjqkag iqj myiq hykla ms<sfh, 

lsßuhs'

fuu úfYaIfha .eyeKq  i;=kag  ia;k 

.%kaÓ hq.,   03la msysgd  mej;sho fndfyda 

úg jrlg tla megfjl= muKla ìyslrhs' 

jif¾ m<uq udi fol  ;=k we;=<; ish 

wNsckk iuh .; lrkq fuu úfYaIfha 

.eyeKq i;=ka udi id¾:l .eí ld,hlska 

miqj fndfyda úg tal megfjl= ìyslrkq 

,nhs'

we;eï wjia:dj, muKla l=vd 

yïndjqkaf.a .eyeKq i;=ka  megjqka 

fofofkl= ìyslrkq oelsh yelsh' megjqkag 

wdor‚h yd fifkfyjka; foudmshka jk 

fuu i;=ka  ish megjqka l=vdl< isg ukdj 

fmdaIKh  lrkq ,nhs' tfukau megjqkaf.a 

wdrlaIdj ms<sn|j ksrka;r wjOdkfhka 

isák w;r  l=vd  megjqka ukdj iÕjd /

ln,d .ks' uj úiska ksis jhig t<UqKq  

miq megjqka ndysr iudchg ksrdjrKh lsßu 

yd Tjqka Ôj;ajk  mdßißl ;;ajhkag yqre 

lrùug mgka.kq ,nhs'

fndfyda úg msßñ i;=ka yd .eyeKq 

i;=ka hqÕ, jYfhka Ôj;aùu isÿjk w;r 

megjqka jevqKq miq ;ksj  Ôj;a ùu i|yd 

foudmshkaf.ka fjka ùu isÿ fõ'

wdydr rgdfj§ 90] u Ydl NlaIlhska 

jk fuu úfYaI folu m%Odk jYfhka 

.iaj, u,a" fld< yd m<;=re wdydrhg .kq 
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,nk w;r we;eï wjia:dj,È iuk,hska yd 

i,Uhska yd l=reñKhkao iq¿ jYfhka ish 

wdydr i|yd tl;= lr .kS'

fudjqkaf.a weia ¨‍ñkia meye;s ia:rhlska 

wdjrKh ù we;s w;r ùYd, weia we;s 

WKymq¿jdf.a ;rï weia úYd, fkdjqjo 

rd;%s yeiSßu yd wÿf¾ ixprKhg wjYH jk 

fmkSu ,nd .ekSu hk lreKq fya;=fjka  

hu;rula ÿrg úYd, jq fofk;a fuu úfYaI 

folgu fmdÿ ,laIK fõ' 

tfukau ,xldfõ my;rg f;;a l,dmfha 

yd l÷lr jkdka;rj,o l=reKE.," lE.,a," 

ud;f,a" uykqjr jeks m%foaYj, iSó; 

jHdma;shla fmkajhs'

fudjqka ms<sn|j isÿlrkq ,nk úoHd;aul 

m¾fhaIKo b;du;a wju uÜgul mj;s' 2021 

jif¾ isg l=reKE., jkÔù ixrlaIK n, 

m%foaYfh§ fuu i;=ka ms<sn|j  wjia:d 03 

l§ muK jd¾;d úh'

tu wjia:d ;=fkka follÈ wj;eka jq 

i;=ka fofofkl= iq¿ m%;sldr j,ska miqj 

Tjqkaf.a iaÓr kscîu fj;g uqod yeßug 

yels jq w;r úÿ,s ier jeÈ isá tala msßsñ 

if;l= wjdikdjka; f,i ñh f.dia isáh§ 

wm yg yuqúh'

is>%fhka isÿjk jdiia:dk LKavkh 

fukau wúêu;a ixj¾Ok lghq;= yd 

jkdka;r is>%fhka t<s lsßu yd fuu 

i;=kaf.a wdydr rgdjg yd ixprK rgdjg 

ndOd t,a, ùu;a fudjqka .ejfik m%foaY 

yryd úYd, f,i wÈkq ,nk wê n,e;s  

úÿ,s /yeka moaO;s wdÈ lreKq isud iys;j 

jHdma;j isák  fudjqkaf.a bÈß meje;aug 

úYd, ;¾ckhla t,a,  lrhs'

fuf,i j|ùfï ;¾ckhkag ,laj 

we;s fudjqkaf.a wdrlaIdjg we;s m%Odk;u 

wdrlaIl kS;Sh jkafka 469 wêldßh 

fyj;a jki;aj jDlaI,;d wdrlaIl wd{d 

mk;hs' fuu mkf;a µµ Wmf,aKh hkq 

furg wdrlaId l< hq;= oeä f,i wdrlaIs; 

laIsrmdhs i;=kaf.a kdudj,shhs' tau 

kdudj,sfha fuu uyd yïndjqka yd l=vd 

yïndjqka hk j¾. folu oeäf,i wdrlaIs; 

laIsrmdhska f,ig j¾. lr we;' 

tfukau tlS mkf;a ;=kajk fldgfia 

30 jeks j.ka;sh uÕska oeä  f,i wdrlaIs; 

laIsrmdhs i;=ka ueÍu" ueÍug ;e;a lsßu 

yd i;=kaf.a fldgia <Õ ;nd .ekSu wdÈ jq 

ish¿u l%shd ;ykï l%shd jk nj;a tau l%shd 

ovqjï ,eìh yels jerÈ jk nj;a olajd we;' 
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tu jerÈ i|yd jerÈlrefjl= jk ´kEu 

mqoa.,fhl= fj; wjuh remsh,a ;sis oyila 

^30"000'00& iy Wmßuh remsh,a ,laIhlg 

^100"000'00& fkdjeä ov uqo,la fyda 

wjqreÿ follg fkd wvq yd wjqreÿ mylg 

^05& fkdjeä isr ovqjula fyda fuu ovqjï 

B.G. Saman Kumara is a Wildlife Ranger at the Department of  wildlife 
Conservation. He joined the DWC in 2015. Currently he works at regional wildlife 
office Wayaba. He received a BA special degree in Political Science from the University 
of  Kalaniya. He participated many trainings programmes related wildlife conservation.

folgu hg;a lsÍug yels njg olajd  we;'

wysxil ,eÊcdYs,s ksYdprhska 

jk yïndjka iq/lSu hkq  mßirfha 

iu;=,s;Ndj;a" fidndoyfï wmq¾j ks¾udKh 

wkd.;h mrmqr i|yd  iqrlaIs; lsßu  wm 

i;= hq;=l=ula fkdj j.lSula jkafkah'
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Ranga Wijerathna



YS% ,xld is;eishd | Sri Lanka White-eye  - (Zosterops ceylonensis)
Ranga Wijerathna



Sri Lanka, often referred to 
as the "Pearl of  the Indian 
Ocean," is globally recognized 

for its exceptional biodiversity and 
remarkably high levels of  plant 
endemism, despite its relatively small 
land area of  approximately 65,610 
km². This extraordinary biological 
richness is intrinsically linked to the 
island’s diverse landscape structure, 
which spans low lying coastal plains, 
arid scrublands, intermediate plains, 
and centrally located mountainous 
highlands. The complex interplay 

A Sensory 
Journey 
Through 
Forest 
Baths

Living Landscapes of  
Sri Lanka
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awareness this practice transforms 
forests into spaces of  restoration, 
education, and cultural reflection. 
In Sri Lanka, forest bathing is not 
merely a wellness activity, it is a 
portal into the island’s ecological 
and cultural heritage. From mist 
draped montane cloud forests in 
the Central Highlands to sun kissed 
dry zone savannas, Sri Lanka offers 
immersive landscapes where humans 
can experience sensory rejuvenation 
while engaging with endemic flora, 
iconic fauna, and culturally sacred 
sites.

Sri Lanka’s living landscapes 
are the result of  millions of  years 
of  geological evolution. Once part 
of  the supercontinent Pangaea, the 
island later remained connected to 
India’s Deccan Plateau, allowing 
faunal and floral exchange and 
creating its present status as a 
biodiversity hotspot. This continental 
drift explains the high level of  
endemism and the presence of  
species bridging the Indo-Malayan 

between topography, climate, 
rainfall, soil types, and hydrological 
networks has generated highly 
distinct landscapes, which in turn 
dictate the spatial patterns of  floral 
distribution across the island.

Sri Lanka, a jewel Island of  
the Indian Ocean, is more than 
an island, it is a living tapestry of  
diverse landscapes of  mountains, 
rivers, forests, and savannas. 
Beyond its ecological richness and 
biodiversity, the island invites a 
deeper, mindful connection through 
forest bathing, a Japanese   inspired 
practice known as Shinrin-yoku. 
Developed in Japan in the 1980s to 
counter urban stress and enhance 
well-being, forest bathing encourages 
individuals to slow down, breathe 
deeply, and immerse all five senses 
in the forest environment. Globally 
recognized for its scientifically 
proven benefits reducing cortisol 
levels, improving cardiovascular 
health, enhancing immunity through 
phytoncides, and stimulating sensory 

Living Landscapes of  
Sri Lanka

within the montane Landscape of  Hortain Plains,
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and Oriental realms. 
The island’s topography is 

categorized into three peneplains, 
ancient eroded surfaces formed 
over long geological periods. The 
lowlands, ranging from sea level 
to 270 meters, encompass coastal 
plains, river floodplains, and 
mangrove forests, providing gentle 
slopes ideal for contemplative forest 
walks. The uplands, from 270 to 
900 meters, consist of  rolling hills 
and intermediate plateaus covered 
in semi-evergreen forests, perfect for 
moderate, sensory rich treks. The 
highlands, rising from 900 to 2420 
meters, feature montane ranges with 
cloud forests and moss-laden trees, 
offering immersive misty experiences 
that invite mindful engagement. 

Climatic gradients across the 
island profoundly shape forest 
landscapes and forest bathing 
experiences. The Wet Zone, 
receiving over 2500 mm of  annual 
rainfall, nurtures lush lowland 
rainforests, misty montane cloud 
forests, and moss-covered Wet 
Pathana, providing cool, humid, 
and fragrant environments ideal 
for sensory immersion and mist 
meditation trails. The Intermediate 
Zone, with rainfall between 1750 
and 2500 mm, supports semi-

evergreen moist forests where 
seasonal flowering, gentle breezes, 
and dappled sunlight create serene 
spaces for mindful trekking and 
canopy listening walks. The Dry 
Zone, with less than 1250 mm of  
rainfall, features sun drenched 
grassy Pathanas, thorn forests, and 
open savannas, where warm, bright 
conditions allow sunrise forest 
yoga, wildlife observation, and 
contemplative engagement along 
floodplains. Seasonal variations 
further influence forest bath 
experiences, the monsoon enhances 
the intensity of  wet zone landscapes 
with waterfalls, moss, and fog; the 
dry season highlights the golden 
expanses of  savannas and villus, and 
transitional periods between rains 
offer flowering intermediate forests 
that blend colour, aroma, and sound.

Sri Lanka’s forests are both 
ecological hotspots and sensory 
landscapes, providing unique 
opportunities for mindful immersion. 
The Wet Zone, with its lowland 
rainforests and montane cloud 
forests, presents a complex canopy 

Deccan Plateau and Sri Lanka, Biodiversity Hotspot

Climatic Zones of Sri Lanka
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of  emergent trees such as Shorea 
zeylanica, Dipterocarpus zeylanicus, 
Mesua nagasarium, and Humboldtia 
laurifolia, enriched with lianas, 
orchids, and epiphytes. Montane 
cloud forests host stunted trees, 
mosses, ferns, lichens, and endemic 
herbs like Strobilanthes spp. and 
Rhododendron arboreum. 

These forests shelter iconic species 
including the Sri Lanka Leopard 
Panthera pardus kotiya, Purple-faced 
Leaf  Monkey Semnopithecus vetulus, 
endemic birds like the Blue Magpie 
Urocissa ornata and Sri Lanka 
Junglefowl Gallus lafayetti, and unique 
small mammals such as the Pigmy 
Lizard Cophotis ceylanica. Visitors can 
engage in guided mindfulness walks 

in Sinharaja and Horton Plains, 
breathing mist-laden air, observing 
endemic flora, and listening to 
layered forest soundscapes a practice 
that enhances mental restoration and 
sensory awareness.

The Intermediate Zone features 
moist semi-evergreen forests, a 
transitional blend of  wet and dry 
species such as Melia dubia, Filicium 
decipiens, and Chukrasia tabularis, 
accompanied by diverse undergrowth 
of  ferns, shrubs, and herbs. This 
zone supports endemic birds 
like the Sri Lanka Green Pigeon 
Treron pompadora, small mammals, 
amphibians, and reptiles adapted 
to transitional habitats. Mindful 
treks along Knuckles Range and 

Sinharaja Rain Forest

Horain Plains National Park- Rhododendron arboreum, Dwarf Bamboo, Kuruna Densifolia 

purple - faced langurs beautify the Sinharaja front Landscape

Bathed in cool  mountain mist,the striking red flowers of 
Rhododendron arboreum enchant thousands of visitors 

each year each year.
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Hakgala Gardens encourage sensory 
journaling, attentive listening, 
and educational engagement with 
biodiversity, making it a perfect zone 
for slower, immersive experiences. 

The Dry Zone comprises dry 
mixed evergreen forests, thorn 
forests, savannas, and seasonal 
villus. Drought-resistant species such 
as Manilkara hexandra, Chloroxylon 
swietenia, and Vitex altissima dominate, 
while open savannas and floodplain 
villus provide expansive vistas 
dotted with solitary trees. Large 
mammals, including Elephants 
Elephas maximus, Sloth Bears Melursus 
ursinus, and Sri Lanka Leopards, 
traverse these landscapes alongside 
bird species such as the Red-faced 
Malkoha Phaenicophaeus pyrrhocephalus 
and Black-shouldered Kite Elanus 
caeruleus. Forest bathing here includes 
sunrise walks along floodplains, 
elephant observation safaris, and 
meditative sessions at heritage sites 

like Ritigala, blending sensory 
engagement with cultural immersion. 

Coastal mangrove forests play 
a vital role in protecting shorelines 
from tsunamis, cyclones, and storm 
surges by reducing wave energy, 
preventing erosion, and stabilizing 
coastal ecosystems, while also 
supporting sustainable recreation 
activities such as paddle boating 
and eco-tourism within mangrove 
waterways.

The Japanese practice of  Shinrin 
- yoku, or forest bathing, emphasizes 
slowing down, being present, and 
engaging all senses. In Sri Lanka, it is 
adapted to local landscapes through 
mist meditation trails in cloud forests 
that combine elevated wooden paths 
with guided mindfulness exercises. 
Savanna Sun Salutations incorporate 
sunrise yoga and wildlife observation 
in dry zone villus, while Canopy 
Listening Walks focus on forest 
acoustics in owland rainforests. 

The Dryzon Landscape of  Yala National Park is dominated by dry grassland. Scrub front and small 
villus,supporting wildlife and scenic Natural beauty.
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Cultural Forest Baths blend rituals, 
sacred trees, and folklore with 
mindful engagement, transforming 
forests into living classrooms that 
promote well-being, biodiversity 
awareness, and cultural connection. 

Forest bathing in Sri Lanka must 
thrives under a governance network. 
The Department of  Wildlife 
Conservation (DWLC) manage 
national parks, sanctuaries, and 
nature reserves, while Department 
of  Forest (FD) and other   local 

governing bodies, Legislative support 
comes from the Forest Ordinance 
(1885), Fauna & Flora Protection 
Ordinance, Coast Conservation 
Act, Tourism Act, and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act, which collectively 
provide frameworks for habitat 
protection, species conservation, 
and responsible recreation. Regional 
laws, international treaties, and 
policy instruments further strengthen 
sustainable integration of  human 
recreation and biodiversity 
protection. Through sustainable 
forest bathing, Sri Lanka contributes 
to SDG 3 (Good Health and Well-
being) by promoting mental and 
physical wellness and SDG 15 (Life 
on Land) by conserving terrestrial 
ecosystems, endemic species, and 
cultural landscapes.

Despite their potential, Sri 
Lanka’s landscape and forests 
face significant threats, including 
landslides, floods, deforestation, 
habitat fragmentation, invasive 
species, and unsustainable tourism. 
Sustainable forest bathing requires 
carefully planned trails, controlled 
visitor access, habitat restoration, 
and active community participation. 

 Novel Therapy -Forest Bathing in Japan

Namunukula Mountain Range, dry Pathana (Savanah) 
grasslands dominate the slopes,

2026 109



Education and guided immersion 
programs ensure visitors experience 
restorative benefits without 
compromising biodiversity, while 
fostering awareness of  conservation 
needs.

Sri Lanka offers a novel, sensory 
rich approach to nature engagement, 
merging the principles of  Shinrin 
- Yoku with its unique landscapes, 
vegetation, fauna, climatic diversity, 
and cultural heritage. Immersive 
forest baths in lowland rainforests, 
montane cloud forests, and dry zone 

savannas foster wellbeing, ecological 
awareness, and cultural appreciation. 
By walking mindfully, breathing 
deeply, and listening attentively, 
visitors reconnect with themselves 
and the living landscapes that 
sustain life. This mindful immersion 
positions Sri Lanka as a global model 
for tropical forest bathing tourism, 
demonstrating how conservation, 
culture, wellness, and climatic 
diversity can coexist harmoniously in 
a biodiverse landscape of    beautiful 
island nation.
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.=re yd,a oKavd | Common Bronze  - (Dendrelaphis tristis)
Ranga Wijerathna



ó ueiafid
rEx rEx .dñka 
lkamskjhs 
uy jkfha
The Bees

ñ
ysmsg Ôj;ajk iEu i;aj 
ldKavhlau Tjqka Ôj;ajk 
mßirfha iu;=,s;;djh 

mj;ajdf.k hdu i|yd úúO whqßka 
odhl fõ' úYd, YÍrhlg ysñlï 
lshk i;=ka fiau mßirfha jdih 
lrk b;d l=vd Ôùka mjd mßirfha 
iu;=,s;;djhg w;HjYHh' uDf;damÔù 
i;aj LdKav mjd i;aj u< isrere 
we;=¿ ish¿ l=Kq li, Èrdm;a lrjñka 
mßirh fjkqfjka lrk ld¾hh Ndrh 
w;s uy;ah'

fuf,iu .;a l, Tn fkdn mshdUd  
hk wm olsk ó ueiaikao isÿ lrkq 
,nk ld¾hh Ndrh iq¿ mgq fkdfõ'  ó 
me‚ /ia lsÍug wu;rj imqiam Ydl 
j, mr - mrd.kh flfrys buy;a 
odhl;ajhla ,nd fohs' lsishï Èkhl 
Tjqka ñys ;,fhka ;=rkaj .shfyd;a 
tÈkg mr - mrd.kfhka isÿjk 
m,odj wvqù th fya;=fldg f.k 
fNda. jHdma;sho ÿ¾j, ù ñksid we;=¿ 
iuia; i;aj m%cdjgu wdydr ysÕùfuka 
udrdka;sl ;¾ck we;s úh yel'
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fï id iqúi,a ld¾hh Ndrhla isÿ lrk 

ó ueiaid  m%udKh fi'ó'1la  fkdblauk 

b;d l=vd isrerla ysñ lDñ if;ls' tfiau 

ñksidg idfmalaIj jir ñ,shk .Kkl 

w;S;hlg Wreulï lshk i;aj fldÜGdYhls' 

wd;af;%dafmdavd ^Athropoda& jxYhg wh;a 

jk fudjqka bkafilagd ^Insecta& j¾.fha 

yhsfufkdmafgrd ^Hymenoptera& f.da;%fha 

tamsfâ ^Apiday& l=,hg wh;a fõ'

Y%S ,xldfõ§ me‚ /ia lrk lDóka ìÕ=‍ka 

f,i yÿkajk w;r" bka ó ueiaid kñka 

y÷kajk ìÕ=‍jd Apis cerana kï úoHd;aul 

kdufhka yeÈkafõ' óg wu;rj" 

	 ²	 nUr ueiaid (Apis dorsata) 
	 ²	 ovqje,a ueiaid (Apis apisflorea) yd

	 ²	 lfkhs ueiaido (Aetragonula 
irridipennis) Y%S ,xldfõ§ yuqjk 

me‚ /ia lrk ìÕ=‍ka h'

ñka .yl w;a;l" l÷.egj, nEjqfï 

;ks johla f,i úYd, j| n¢k nUr ueiaid 

m%udKfhka wfkla ueiaikg jvd úYd, jk 

w;r" úI iajNdjfhkao wêlh' Wie;s c, 

gexlsj, fyda f.dvkeÕs,s j, há me;af;ao 

jo n¢k nUr ueiaid /ialrk me‚ wfkla 

ìÕ=‍kaf.a me‚ j,g idfmalaIj uola jeä c, 

m%;sY;hlska hqla;h'

lfkhs ueiaid ú;la fkdue;s l=vd ìÕ=‍jl= 

jk w;r" jkdka;rfha l=vd .ia ì,hl È.= 

ld,hla jo n¢ñka /£ isák ueiafils'

ovqje,a ueiaid m÷re f.dKqjl l=vd 

w;a;l johla ;kk w;r" iq,Nj yuqjk jeä 

me‚ m%udKhla ,nd fok ó ueiaid isis,a 

w÷re .ia fnkj, yd ;=Uiaj, tlsfklg 

iudka;r jo lsysmhla n¢k lDñfhl= fõ'

w;S;fha isg ñksiqka ó me‚ fidhd jk 

j¢kafka ó ueiaika /ia lrk me‚ ,nd 

.ekSu i|yd jk w;r" md,s; ;;a;aj hgf;a 

lD;Su fmÜá j,o fudjqka ia:dms; fldg ó 

me‚ ,nd .ekSug j¾;udkfha ñksiqka fm,ö 

we;'
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tfia md,s; ;;aj hgf;a isÿ lrk ó ueis 

md,kfha§ ó ueiaikag wju ydkshla jk 

f,i ó me‚ wiajkq fk,d .;a;;a" jkdka;r 

;=,È kï ñ ueis ckmohkag uy úkdYhla 

ñksiqka úiska isÿ lrhs' 

w;S;fha isgu Y%S ,dxlsl .eñhd ó me‚ 

leäu jD;a;shla jYfhka isÿ lr we;' ta ta 

jD;a;Ska fjkqfjka mneÿKq ck lú iudc 

.;ù we;s w;r" ta wkqj fuu jD;a;sh 

fjkqfjkao mneÿKq lú ;sfí' fï tjka lú 

lsysmhls'

neoao jgg iqÿ fudr u,a 	 msmS,d

ioaolr nUre ta j.	 lshd,d

bá;a me‚;a f,dj yeugu 	 fnod,d

hkakx nUre ÿla ueisú,s 	 lshd,d

u,a yeu;eku nUreka 	 yvkakd

nUr nekao ;ek wms jo	       fidhkakd 

nUre f;dmg msx w;afjhs 	 lshkakd 

nUr lmd me‚ ieugu         fnokakd

wïudm,a,d nUreka w; jro	 ke;s

lef,a ;sfhk u,a ld,d Wka 	 /fl;s

wkqka lrk f.dú ;eklg ydks	 ke;s

nUr lmk wh krldÈfha 	 h;s

ó jo leäu fndfyda úg úh<s l,dmfha 

.%dñh jeÈ yd oñ, ck;dj nyq,j isÿ lrkq 

,nk wdodhï W;amdok l%uhls' Tjqka fndfyda 

úg lsysmfokd neÕska jq msßñ lKavdhï" 

.eyeKq msßñ we;=,;a jQ fcdavq jYfhka jQ 

lKavdhï yd <ud <màkao lrmskakd.;a 

mjq,a lsysmhlska hq;a lKavdhï jYfhka me‚ 

fidhd jkdka;r j, ießirhs'

tfia jkdka;r .; jk fndfyda fokd 

tla Èkhlg iSud fkdù /f.k hk Ndck 

me‚fhka mqrjd .kakd f;la u jkfha Èk 

lsysmhla /§ isáñka me‚ /ia lr;s' jkfha 

/£ isák ld,hg wejeis wdydrmdk yd 

l,ukdo fmdÜgks neo lrmskakdf.k hdu 

idudkH isß; jk w;r" rd;%sh .; lsÍug 

kshñ; jkfha tla ;ekl fndfyda úg .ia 

fnkhl wdrlaIs;j tajd ;ekam;a fldg 

jgmsgdfõ me‚ fidhd hdu idudkHfhka isÿ 

lrk l%uhhs'

tfia hk fndfyda fofkla .ila uq,  

.s‚ ue,hla .id /h myka lrk w;r" wUq 

orejka iuÕ jk .; jk wef;fula fldagq 

lsysmhlska mshiaila ;kd bá fld<hla fiú,s 

lsÍfuka .Dyhla ;kdf.k rd;%sh .; lrhs'
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jif¾ úúO ld, j, u,a yd M, ork 
;=re,;djka nyq, jkdka;rhfha tla tla 
ld,j, msfmk u,a u; ó me‚j, ixhq;sfha 
úúO fjkialï olakg ,efí' ta wkqj 
jkfha l=Uqla u,a msfmk ld,hg ó me‚ 
,d mdgh' ó u,a msfmk ld,hg me‚ ;o 
mdgh' hlvurka Ydlfha u,aj,ska ,nd 
.kakd me‚ r;= meye nj;a" trñ‚hd jef,a 
u,aj,ska ,nd .kakd me‚ iqÿ meye nj;a" 
uhs, Ydlfha u,aj,ska ,nd .kakd me‚ ly 
meye nj;a" m¨‍ Ydlfha u,aj,ska ,nd .kakd 
me‚ l=Kq f,a meye;s nj;a"  fmd,a Ydlfha 
u,aj,ska ,nd .kakd me‚ ;o r;= meye;sh 
nj;a .eñhka mjihs'

tfiau oU uf,a me‚ Wl= iaNdjfhka iy 

ier iaNdjfhka jeä nj;a legm;a;d uf,a 

me‚ iSks fuka leg .efik nj;a fukau 

b;d ÿ¾,N yd U!Iëh .=Kfhkao jeä nj;a" 

Tjqka ;j ÿrg;a úYajdi lrhs' l, je,aj," 

fldfydU .iaj, u,a msfmk ld,hg ó me‚ 

uo ;s;a; rihlska hqla;h' udox" ùr" m¨‍ jeks 

.iaj, f.ä bfok ld,hg jkfha ó me‚ 

iq<N w;r" r;a meyehg o¿,k wU" rn¾ jeks 

<má m;%hkaf.ka o ó ueiafida me‚ /ia 

lrk nj .eñfhda mji;s'

óg wu;rj fmd,a" rn¾" fldams jeks 

wmkhksl Ydlhkaf.kao wU" lcq" fjr¿ jeks 

nyq jd¾Isl Ydlhkaf.ka o" flfi,a jeks 

jd¾Isl Ydlhkaf.kao ;," jegfld¨‍" mf;da," 

jÜglald jeks w¾O jd¾Isl fNda.  j,ska o" 

ñksia ckdjdi ;=,§ ó ueiafida me‚ ,nd 

.ks;s'

i;H jYfhkau ó ueiafida u,a fyda M, 
ÿ,N" frdka fidhd u,ska u,g mshUd hd 
fkdyels" j¾Id ld,fha§ ;u m%fhdackh  
;ld fuf,i me‚ yd mrd. /ialr .nvd 
lr .kakd w;r" úh<s l,dmfha .ia j, u,a 
yg.kakd uehs" cQks" cQ,s" wf.daia;= udij, ó 
me‚ nyq,h'

id¾:l ó ueis ckdjdihl ó ueiaika 

30"000 la muK jdih lrk nj úoaj;a 

u;hhs' me‚ /ia lsÍu iïmQ¾Kfhkau ó 

ueis ckdjdifha isák jevldr ueiaishka 

úiska isÿ lrkq ,nk w;r" /ðk úiska 

ksl=;a lrk ridhkslhka uÕska fudjqkaf.a 

m%ckl moaO;sh  laISK fldg"  ì;a;r oeófï 

yelshdj md,kh lr we;' i;s 4la 6la jeks 

flá Ôú; ld,hlg ysñlï lshk fudjqka 
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me‚ /ia lsÍug wu;rj"

	 ²	 /ðk /l n,d .ekSu" 

	 ²	 rdcc,a,s kï fmdaIHdodhS wdydrh 

ksYamdokh fldg /ðk lSghka i|yd 

,nd§ fmdaIKh lsÍu"

	 ²	 ckmoh msßisÿ lsÍu"

	 ²	 j| neÈu" 

	 ²	 uÿ yd mrd. /ia lsÍu" 

	 ²	 u,a me‚ óme‚ njg m;a lsÍu yd tys 

c, m%;sY;h m%Yia; uÜgulg f.k 

tau"

	 ²	 WIaK;aj hdukh fukau

	 ²	 ckmofha wdrlaIdj we;=¿ 

fndfyduhla rdcldß bgq lrhs'

ó johla ;eksug wjYH lrk bá ó 

ueiaika úiska neyeßka .ekSula isÿ fkdlrk 

w;r" th o jevldr ueiaishka úiskau 

ks¾udKh lr .kS' tajd wef.a Worfha ;=kajk 

yd yhjk LKaG w;r" msysgd we;s úfYaI .%kaÓ 

j,ska ksIamdokh jk w;r" tajd Tjqkaf.a 

fojk mdo hq.f,a mj;sk fkre uÕska .,jd 

jo ks¾udKh lsÍug odhl lr.kS'

jeäysá jevldr ueiaishka u,ska 

u,g f.dia wdudY .; f.dcqr fj; u,a 

me‚ /ia lrhs' tys§ tu me‚ tkaihsóh 

l%shdldÍ;ajhkag ,la fjñka ñ me‚ njg 

m;aùu wdrïN fõ' me‚fhka f.dcqr msreKq 

miq jeäysá ueiaishka ckmoh fj; f.dia tys 

fiajh kshq;= ,dnd, ueiaishka fj; tu me‚ 

,nd foa' Tjqkao tu me‚ ;ukaf.a f.dcqr 

fj; ,ndf.k tkaihSóh l%shdldÍ;ajh ;j 

ÿrg;a isÿ fldg iïmQ¾K ó me‚ njg m;a 

lrhs' l%shdj,sh wjidkfha tu meŒ jofha 

l=àr ;=, ;ekam;a lrkq ,nk w;r" tajdfhys 

c, m%;sY;h wju jk f;la ^ 17] muK 

jkf;la&  ;u mshdm;a j,ska mjkai,k ó 

ueiaisfhda wjik bá mshkam;lska me‚ iys; 

l=àr wdjrKh lrhs'

/ðkf.a wixfiaÑ; ì;a;r j,ska ìysjk 

msßñ ueiaika ueiaishkag idfmalaIj l¿ 

j¾Khla orhs' /ðk fkdue;s ckmohl 

ì;a;r oeóug yelshdj ,nk jevldr 

ueiaishka ouk ì;a;r j,ska ìysjkafkao 

msßñ ueiaika mu‚' id¾:l ckmohl msßñ 

ueiaikaf.a ixLHdj b;d wju w;r" jevldr 

ueiaishka úiska f.k tkq ,nk wdydr 

uÕskau fudjqka fmdaIKh ,nhs' wdydr j, 

iq,N;dj yd fjk;a úfYaIs; lreKq u; msßñ 

ueiaikaf.a ixLHdj jevldr ueiaishka úiska 

md,kh lrkq ,nk w;r"  msßñ ueiaikaf.a 
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tlu ld¾hh w¨‍; ìysjqk lkHd /ðk iuÕ 

ixi¾.fha fh§u muKh'

ckdjdifha wfkla idudðlhkag jvd 

/ðk m%udKfhka yd È.ska úYd,h' wef.a 

YÍrhg idfmalaIj mshdm;a fláh' jevldr 

ueiaishka úiska imhkq ,nk rdcc,a,s keu;s 

iqúfYaIS wdydrfhka fmdaIKh ,nk /ðk 

lSghka ?mdka;%Kfhka miq /ðkl njg 

úldYkh fõ' ó ueis ckmoh iïmQ¾Kfhkau 

mdfya md,kh lrkqfha /ðk úiska jk w;r" 

kj /ðkla ìysùu o weh úiska md,kh lrkq 

,nhs'

tla ckmohl tla /ðkla muKla isák 

w;r" kj /ðkla ìysjQ wjia:djl bka tla 

/ðkla ckmofha idudðlhka fldgilao 

/f.k kj ckmohla ;ekSu i|yd neyerj 

hhs' tfia .uka lrkq ,nk ó ueis ckdjdi 

.eñhka úiska .uka fmdÈ f,i y÷kajk 

w;r" tfia mshdUd hfkk .uka fmdÈ olsk 

.ïjeishka hlvhlg" ;yvqjlg fyda 

fnkhla iys; fldghlg ;,d yv kxjd 

;rx. whduh fjkia lsÍfuka Tjqkaf.a .uka 

ud¾.h ì| jÜgjd ;u fyak" me<" ksji 

wdikakhg kj ckmoh f.kajd .ekSug iu;a 

fõ'

tfiau c,h yd me‚ iys; u,a yg.kakd 

fijk iys; mßirhka j, .il w;a;l 

ueá l,hla" l,fha lg jeis iys; ld,j,§ 

c,h we;=,g fkdhk mßÈ me;a;lg isák 

fia /|ùfuka o ó ueis ckdjdihka ta fj; 

f.kajd .ekSug .eñfhda iu;a fj;s' l÷lr 

m%foaY j,o f.m, lemQ isria mia ì;a;shl 

ys,a iys; l,hla fyda ys,a iys; f,dl= 

uqÜáhla f.k lg m%foaYh tu ì;a;shg 

iúlr ;eîfukao ó ueis ckdjdihka ta fj; 

f.kajd .ekSug lghq;= lrhs'

ixi¾.h i|yd iQodkï jk /ðkla weh 

ìysù Èk 5la  6 la hk ;ek ijia ld,fha 

ckmofhka neyerj óg¾ 10 la muK by, 

wdldYhg mshdUd hhs' tys§ weh ksl=;a lrk 

fmrfudak iqj| u; ldrKh jgyd .kakd 

Èßu;a msßñ ueiaika /ðk fidhd mshdUd 

f.dia wE yd tla fjñka wef.a Y=l%dKq .nvdj 

mqrjhs' th wef.a Èú .ufka msßñ ueiaika 

yd isÿ lrk tlu ixi¾. l%shdj,sh jk 

w;r" tu l%shdj,sfhka miq kej; ckdjdihg 

meñfKk weh ckmofha /f​|ñka jevldr 

ueiaishka ;kd fok l=àr ;=, ì;a;r ouhs' 

ms,d johl my, odrfha úfYaIfhka isria 

wKavdldr fldaIhl ouk ì;a;rj,ska kj /

ðkka ìysfõ' /ðkla ckmofhka neyerj 

hfkkqfha ixfiapk ld¾hh i|yd yereKq úg 

iajNdúlj rxpq fn§ kj ckmohla wdrïN 

lsÍu i|yd hdug mu‚'

úh<s l,dmfha udÿreTh" wx.ïueä,a," 

jia.uqj" ljqvq,a," fidaudj;sh wd§ iEu 

rlaIs;hlau ñ me‚ i|yd m%isoaêhla Wiq,hs' 

m¨‍ yd ùr .iska ire ;%sfldaKuvq rlaIs;h yd 

wdikak jkdka;r j, jdlf¾" lÜguqre wdÈ 

m%foaYj, oñ, ck;dj mjq,a msáka ó me‚ 

leãu i|yd meñfKk iq,N m%foaYhls' ñ 

me‚ nyq,;djh u;u Bg f,d,a jQ j,iqka 

tu l,dmfha nyq,h' ta ksidu mjq,a msáka 

meñfKk .eñhka nd, - uy¿" .eyeKq - msßñ 

fNaohlska f;drj fm,g ie§ lE flda .iñka 

m÷re w;ßka ßx. ßx.d ó ueis ckdjdi 

fidhk wmQre l%uhla Tjqka tu m%foaYj, 

Ndú;d lrhs' bka j,iqka fiau wka;rdhla úh 

yels ish¿ isjqmd i;=kaf.kao 

wdrlaIdj imhd .kS' l=vd orejkao isák 

neúka ta wdldrfhka lghq;= lsÍfuka Tjqka 

tlsfkldf.ka u. yeÍuo isÿ fkdfõ'
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w;s;fha isá jeoafoda úYd, m%udKfha 

fy,a u; mej;s nUr" le,fhka fidhd.;a 

je,a j¾. Ndú;d fldg ;ekQ bksu.la Èf.a 

nei leãug iu;a jQ nj ckm%jdofha i|yka 

fõ' tu lshuk wd¾' we,a' iamsg,a jeks mer‚ 

f,aLlhkaf.a fmd;a m;a j, we;s f;dr;=re 

uÕskao ikd: lr.; yel' j¾;udkfha ó 

me‚fhka o<od ms§fï pdß;%hla wd§jdiS 

ck;dj w;r mj;sk w;r" oUdk wdY%s; 

jkdka;r j, ießirñka me‚ fidhd .kakd 

Tjqka úiska wog;a tu pdß;%h isÿ lrhs' w;S; 

wd§jdiS ck;dj l=vd .,aì, yd ,nq lgq ó 

me‚fhka mqrjd ta ;=< uia wiqrd ;eîfuka 

tajd l,a ;nd .;a nj ckm%jdohkays i|yka 

fõ' 

jkdka;rh ;=<g ó leãug hk ñksiqka 

iycfhkau jkdka;rhl ó ueiaika úiska ó 

ne§ug fhdod.kakd fhda.H mßirh ms<sn| 

ukd wjfndaOhl isáhs' tfiau Tjqkg ;shqKq 

oDIaá yd Y%jK yelshdo msysghs' ó ueis 

.=,lska kef.k .=uq .=uq kdoh jkdka;rfha 

fkdfhl=;a YíO w;ßka f;dard .ekSug Tjqka 

olaIh' tfiau .ia w;ßka b.s, hk l=vd ó 

ueiail= Tjqkaf.a foweia w;ßka .s,syS .sfhakï 

ta l,d;=rlsks' ó ueiaid hkafka iams,dldr 

.ukl kï ta u,a me‚ fiùug neõ okakd 

tu ñksiqka tu ueiaika uÕyer iDcq .ukl 

fhfok ó ueiail=  y÷kdf.k tu ueiaid 

miqmi fldf;la ÿr fyda yUd f.dia ó ueis 

ckdjdih fidhd .ekSug jeä fjfyila 

fkdorhs'

ó ueis ckmoh .il fnkhl msysgkafka 

kï tu fnkh .fia by, msysáh;a my, 

msysáh;a t;ekg myiqfjka f.dia w;a 

fmdfrdjl wOdrfhka fnkfha lg mq¿,a lr 

fndfyda úg ÿï .eiSulo fkdue;sj iSrefjka 

fnkhg w; fmdjd jo ál lmd .ekSu Tjqkag 

iq¿ ldßfhls'

boysg ó ueiail= fokakl= oIaG l,;a 

l,n, fkdjk Tjqka t;ekska bj;aj ùI o<h 

.,jd m%Óldrhla jYfhka ó me‚ iaj,amhla 

;jrd .kS' ó ueis oIaGkhla isÿjQ ;ek o<h 

weÕs,s j,ska f;rmd we§u iqÿiq fkdfõ' ukao 

h;a tu f;rmSfuka ó ueis YÍrfhka o<h 

.e<jqk ia:dkfha jk ;ju;a b;sßù mj;sk 

úI o ;j ÿrg;a YÍr .;úh yels neúks' fï 

neõ okakd .eñfhda ;u we;e;s msys ;,hla 

jeks wdhqOhla oIaGkh jQ ia:dfha fome;a;g 

w;=,ajd úI o<h .,jd oeóug iu;a fõ'

ó jo leãfï§ we;efula ÿï .id ó 

ueiaika u;a lr jo leãu isÿ l,;a ÿï 

fkdue;sj jqj;a b;du iSre udrefjka w;ska 

fyda fld< w;a;lska ueiaika fkdf;rfmk 

mßÈ mfilg ;,a¨‍ fldg jo lmd .ekSu 

m<mqreÿ .eñfhda iu;a fj;s' Tjqkaf.a 

úYajdih wkqj fõ.j;a p,k ó ueiaid y÷kd 

.;a;;a ishqï p,k t;rï .Kklg fkd.

kS' ta neõ okakd .eñfhda Ndjkdjl fia 

;ekam;aj ó ueiaika fkd;ef,k mßoafoka 

Wkaf.a wjOdkhgo ,la fkdù ;sfnk ó jo 

m%udKh lmd fyda lvd .ekSug iu;a fjhs'

ñhefok mqoa.,hl= fudfyd;la fyda 

jeämqr Ôj;a lrùug iu;a T!IO .=Khla 

ó me‚ j,g we;ehs .eñfhda úYajdi lr;s' 

wdhq¾fõo U!IO fndfydauhla i|yd foaYSh 

ffjoH m%;sldrfha§ ó me‚ wjYHh'  ó 

me‚ fj; wo úYd, fj<|fmd, jákdlula 

ks¾udKh ù we;' ó me‚ wvx.= fndfyda 

ksIamdoko wo fj<|fmdf<ys we;s w;r" ó 

báo fndfyda ksIamdok i|yd wo jk úg 

fhdod .kS' fuf,i jk wêl b,a¨‍u yuqfõ 

wo jk úg jd‚c f,i ó ueis md,kh rg 

wNHka;rfhys kd.ßl mßir wdY%s;jo isÿ 

flf¾' kuq;a tjka ;;ajhla yuqfõ Wj;a 

jkka;r j, ó me‚ fidhd lrk wkjir 

ixpdrhkao wvqjla ù fkdue;'
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wo jk úg jkw,s .ï je§u j,lajd 
.ekSu i|yd ndOolhla f,io ó ueis 
md,kh fhdod .kakd w;r" j.d wiajkq 
jeälr .ekSu i|yd o ó ueis md,kh msgq 
jy,la jk nj fmkajd Èh yel' fuf,i 
mßirhg b;d w;HjYH i;aj LdKavhla 
jk ó ueiaika i|yd jkdka;r n|j 
úYd, ;¾ckhla ñksiqka úiska wl%uj;aj 
isÿ lrk ó me‚ fk,d .ekSfï§ isÿ 
lrhs' óg wu;rj j.djka i|yd fhdok 
lDIs ridhkslo ó ueiaika i|yd úYd, 
;¾ckhls' 

ovqje,a ueiaika nTr ueiaika tla 

ckdjdihl ;ks johla n¢k w;r" tys 

mDIaGhg ióm fldgfia me‚ /ia lrk w;r" 

ndysrg jkakg ms,d fldaI ;khs' kuq;a ó 

ueiaika me‚ jo fjku;a ms,d jo fjku;a 

;kk w;r" tlsfklg iudka;rj n¢k tu 

jo j, fndfyda úg my, johkaf.a ms,d 

fldaI;a" by, johkaf.a me‚;a /ia lrkq 

olakg yelsh' 

th m%fhdackhg f.k jd‚c f,i me‚ 

,nd .ekSfï§  me‚ jo muKla ó ueis 

md,lhd úiska bj;a lr .kS' jd‚c j.dfõ§ 

me‚ ;ekam;alr we;s fldaIj, mshkam;a 

újD; fldg ir, WmlrKhl wdOdrfhka 

N%uKhg ,la lr bá johg ydks fkdjk mßÈ 

me‚ bj;a lr .ekSfï l%ufõohka mj;sk 

w;r" me‚ bj;a lr .;a tu jo ó ueis fmÜá 

j, kej; ;ekam;a lsÍfuka ó ueiafida jeä 

fjfyila fkdordu tu johka kej; ms,silr 

lr me‚ ;ekam;a lsÍug lghq;= lr;s' 

kuq;a jkdka;r ;=< fndfyda úg .ia 
fnk j, fyda yqnia ;=< ó ueiaika jo nÈk 
neúka tajd leãfï§ fndfyda úg me‚ jo 
fukau ms,d jo o ydkshg m;a fõ' flfia 
kuq;a jkÔù rlaIs; ;=,g we;=¿ ù ó ueis 
ckdjdi úkdY lsÍu jki;aj yd jDlaI,;d 
wdrlaIl wd{d mk;g wkqj oKavk ysñ kS;s 
úfrdaê l%shdjla fõ' 

ñksidg wu;rj me‚ lEug .scq j,iqkao 

újD; ia:dk j, n¢k jo i|yd Wl=iaika 

jeks i;=kao  ydks lrhs' óg wur;rj ó ueis 

ckmo i|yd frda. yd m,sfndaO ydks o we;s 

fõ' 

m%Odk jYfhka bá mkqjd ó ueis 

ckmohka j,g oreKq f,i ydks isÿ lrkq 

,nk w;r" Wf.a iqyqnq,d jk bá i,nhd kï 

ksidpr i,nhd ó ueis ckmo j,g we;=¿ 

ù ì;a;r ouk w;r" bka ìysjk lSghd^bá 

mKqjd& ó ueis ckmhkaf.a bá fuf,i 

wdydrhg .ksñka j¾Okh fõ' fldaI j, 

mj;sk rdc c,a,so wdydrhg .kS' tu ksid 

ó ueis lSgfhda wld,fha ñh hk w;r" jo 

j, báo Tjqka wdydrhg .ekSu ksid uq¿ 

ckmohu úkdY ù hhs' fujka wjia:d j, 

ckmofha isák ueiafida ckmoh w;yer hk 

w;r" jd‚c j.dfõ§ ckdjdi msßisÿj mj;ajd 

.ekSfuka ^m;=,a ,E,a,& yd rd;%S ld,fha 

ckmofha f.aÜgqj isyska fldgq oe,lska jid 

;eîfuka ;;ajh md,kh lr .kS' 

jfrdajd lsks;=,a,do ó ueis ckdjdi 

i|yd m,sfndaOlfhl= jk w;r" tu 

i;ajhd ó ueiaikaf.a ysfia jid Y%djh Wrd 

fndhs' tuÕska ó ueiaikaf.a Yla;sh wvq ù 

ckdjdifha lghq;= wvmk lrhs' Bg wu;rj 

udxY NlaIl i;=ka jk foUrd fukau 

lgqiaikao" yQkkao ó ueis ckdjdi wi, 

/l isáñka ckmofhka t<shg meñfKk ó 

ueiaika w,a,d wdydrhg .ks;s' ul=¿jka n¢k 

oe,a j, meg,Sfukao ó ueiaika úkdY jk 

w;r" l=yqUqjka yd Èñhkao ó ueis ckmohkag 

ydks muqKqjk i;=ka fõ' 

óg wu;rj weußlka mjq,a nDDâ" hqfrdamSh  

mjq,a nDDâ jeks nelaàßhd frda.o" iela nDDâ 

jeks ffjria frda.o" fjdala nDDâ" iafgdaka 

nDDâ jeks È,Sr frda.o ó ueiaidg je<fok 

frda. w;r fõ' 

flfia kuq;a me‚ fyda jo ,nd .ekSfï 

wruq‚ka isÿlrk ñksiqkaf.a l%shdldrlï 

ksid úYd, jYfhka isÿ jk ó ueis ixydrhka 

kS;s uÕska fukau wdl,amuh ixj¾Okhka 

;=,skao md,kh lsÍug l%shdud¾. .;hq;= 

ld,h t<U we;'

P.G.Chaminda Kumara  is a wildlife ranger at the Department of  Wildlife 
Conservation. He joined the Department of  Wildlife Conservation in 2007 and worked 
as a wildlife Guard at the Hambantota site. He was appointed as a wildlife range 
Assistant in 2017 and he is currently working in Minneriya National Park.
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Y%s ,xldj iajNdj fi!kao¾fhka 

msreKq wmQ¾j ¥m;ls' th 

f,dalfha wfkl=;a rg j,g 

idfmalaIj by, ffcj úúO;ajhlska 

hqla;h' 29]la muk mj;sk 

jkjeiaula iys; ,xldfõ bka 15]la 

muk l<ukdlrKh jkqfha jkÔù 

ixrlaIK fomd¾;fïka;=j hgf;a 

jkÔù rlaIs; f,ih' idudkHfhka 

jkÔù rlaIs;

1&	 cd;sl rlaIs; yd 

2&	 wNh N+ñ hkqfjka fldgia 2la f,i 

mj;S' 

tlS cd;sl rlaIs;

1&	 ;ykï wvú

2&	 cd;sl WoHdk

3&	 iajNdj rlaIs;

4&	 jk msúiqï

5&	 iuqøSh cd;sl WoHdk yd 

6&	 iSudka;ßl l,dm 

f,i ye¢kafjk kuq;a jk i;=ka 

we;=¿ iajNdj fi!kao¾hh keröu 

i|yd jk f,da,Skag wjia:dj újr 

jkafka cd;sl WoHdk ;=, § muks' 

yslalvqj" wdoïf.a md,u jeks 

iuqøSh cd;sl WoHdk;a iuÕ fï jk 

úg  mj;sk iuia: cd;sl WoHdk 

.Kkska   26la  muK fõ' bka hd," 

ú,am;a;=" ñkafkaßh" ljqvq,a," Wvj,j" 

l=uk" fyda¾gka;ekak" nQkao, iy 

mfrú ¥m; wd§ cd;sl WoHdk  ixpdrl 

wdl¾Ykh oeä f,i Èkd.;a cd;sl 

WoHdkhka fõ' 

tlS ish¿u jkÔù rlaIs; Y%S ,xld 

kS;s ix.%yfha 469 jk wêldßh jk  

1937 wxl 2 ork jki;aj yd jDlaI,;d 

wdrlaIl wd{d mkf;a úêúOdk u; 

jkÔù ixrlaIK úIh Ndr wud;Hjrhd 

úiska .eiÜ m;%hl m, lrkq ,nk 

kshuhl ud¾.fhka  m%ldYhg m;a 

lrkq ,nk w;r" th md¾,sfïka;=j 

úiska wkqu; lsÍfuka miq rlaIs;hla 

f,i n,d;aul fõ' 

ixpdrlhka i|yd újr lsÍfï 

wruqK fmroeßj m%ldYhg m;a lrkq 

,nk  tjeks cd;sl WoHdk ukd 

ie<eiaula hgf;a l,ukdlrKh i|yd 

by; mkf;a 2wE^1& uÕska wOHlaI 

ckrd,a jrhd fj; n,h mjrd we;' 
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ta wkqj tlS mkf;a 5^1& j.ka;sh  wkqj 

kshñ; .dia;=jla hgf;a ksl=;a lrkq ,nk 

wjir m;%hla uÕska WoHdk keröu i|yd 

ixpdrlhkag m%fõI ùug wjia:dj Wod lr§ 

we;'

ta i|yd ,xldj ;=, mj;sk úúO cd;sl 

WoHdk iy tu WoHdk fj; m%fõY ùfï 

.dia;= my; mßÈ fõ' 

cd;sl WoHdkh

foaYSh úfoaYSh

jeäysá <ud YsIH id¾la rgj,a id¾la fkdjk

jeäysá <ud jeäysá <ud

hd,

re' 150'00 re' 100'00 re' 20'00 20$ 10$ 25$ 15$

fyd¾gka ;ekak

Wvj,j

ñkafkaßh

mrú ¥m;

ú,am;a;=

ljqvq,a,

¨‍Kq.ïfjfyr

wd|ïf.a md,u

jia.uqj

re' 60'00 re' 30'00 re' 20'00 10$ 5$ 12$ 6$

wx.ïueä,a,

udÿreTh

l=uk

pqkaäl=,u

,dyq.,

.,aTh

nQkao,

.e,afjia,Ekaâ

fiiq cd;sl WoHdk re' 40'00 re' 20'00 re' 20'00 4$ 2$ 5$ 3$

,xldfõ mj;sk fndfyda cd;sl WoHdk 

j,  wm rfÜ jdih lrk iEu if;l=u mdfya 

jdih l<;a" m%Odk if;l= fjkqfjka  tu 

cd;sl WoHdk m%isoaêhg m;aù we;'

kuq;a óg wu;rj is;=,amõj úydrh ksid 

hd, cd;sl WoHdkh;a" o¾YkSh ú,a ksid 

ú,am;a;= cd;sl WoHdkh;a" WKqÈh W,am;a 

ksid udÿreTh cd;sl WoHdkh;a" rcneïu 
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ksid wx.ïueä,a, cd;sl WoHdkh;a wd§ 

jYfhka fjk;a ldrKd u;o hï hï cd;sl 

WoHdk m%isoaêhg m;a ù we;'

WoHdk keröfï ld¾hhg wu;rj 

ta ;=, bÈ fldg we;s ixpdrl nx.,do 

ixpdrlhkaf.a wdl¾IKh Èkd.;a ia:dkhka 

fõ' ta wkqj my; mßÈ ixpdrl nx.,d 

rdYshla cd;sl WoHdk j, ia:dk .; lr 

we;s w;r" fndfyda úg tu ixpdrl nx.,d  

ixpdrlhka 10 fofkl=g fkajdisl myiqlï 

,nd .ekSug yels jk mßÈ ixj¾Okh lr 

we;' 

ta wkqj hï Èkhla i|yd fkajdisl 

myiqlï ,nd .kakd lKavdhulg uOHhyk 

12'00 muk jk úg ixpdrl nx.,djla fj; 

msúiSug wjia:dj Wodlr § we;s w;r" miqod 

fm'j' 11'00 muk jk úg bka bj;a ùug 

lghq;= l<  hq;=h' fuf,i tla ixpdrl 

nx.,djla tla wjia:djl§ Wmßuh wkq.dó 

Èk 3la i|yd fjka lr .ekSug ixpdrlhkg 

wjia:dj Wod lr § we;s w;r" .dia;= f.jd 

myiqlï ,nd .kakd Èk fjka lr .ekSu 

m%Odk ld¾hd,fha ixpdrlfiajd  wxYh  

uÕska isÿ l< hq;= lghq;a;ls' 

;ukag wjeis wdydr mdk ilia lr §u 

i|yd ^wuqøjH ,nd Èh hq;=h& fomd¾;fïka;=j 

úiska iQmfõofhys m%ùk nx.,d Ndrlrejka 

tu ia:dk j, ia:dk.; lr isák w;r" 

fomd¾;fïka;=j úiska we| we;sß,s wd§ 

wfkl=;a myiqlïo imhkq ,nhs' 

fndfyda ixpdrl nx.,d ñksia 

ckdjdihkaf.ka f;dr yqol,d mßirhl 

wdl¾YkSh  ia:dk j, bÈfldg ;sfnk w;r" 

úÿ,s n,h iQ¾hh  Yla;sh uÕska ,nd §ug 

lghq;= lr we;' 

hd, } fldáú,am;a;=

ñkafkaßh

ljqvq,a, } w,s
Wvj,j

nQkao, - l=re,af,da

fyda¾gka;ekak - f.dakd

.e,afjia,Ekaâ - wx lgqiaid

jia.uqj - j,iaiq

yslalvqj - fldr,a

mfrú ¥m; - fldr,a wdY%s; uiqka
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cd;sl WoHdkh ixpdrl nx.,dfõ ku

hd,

mer‚ nq;j

kj nq;j

jryk

TkavÉÑ

;,a.iauxlv

l=vd.,awuqK 

ySkajej

oTfldfÜ

TkavÉÑ

mrkf;dgqm,

my,fyakaf;dg

uyd iS,j

ú,am;a;=

mkslalú,

;,ú,

ukú,

uyjej

ùj,

¨‍Kqjej

ue‚laú,

fldlafudfÜ

urokauvqj

jia.uqj

uyje,s.Õ 

l÷remsáh

.f,a nx.,dj

jjq,awefò

ñkafkaßh rTú, 

ljqvq,a, ue‚lafidfrdõj

wx.ïueä,a, wx.ïueä,a,

fyda¾gka;ekak
.s‚ysßh

uyt<sh

Wvj,j

fjfyr.,

f.dakúoao.,

;,a.yÈ.k

;sôßhuxlv

r;au,ajej

iSkq.a.,

fmdl=Kq;ekak

udÿreTh
tvreweguq,a,

udÿreTh

l=uk
;=kauq,a,

lsß.,afò

pqkaäl=,ï pqkaäl=,ï

.,aTh
bÕskshd.,

ks,a.,

,dyq., ,dyq., - uyjej

¨‍Kq.ïfjfyr .,ajej

óg wu;rj rd;%S iajNdúl mßirhl myi 

ú£u i|yd l|jqre ìï .; lsÍug o cd;sl 

WoHdk j, myiqlï imhd § we;' tf,i 

WoHdk j, ksYaÑ;j fjka lrk ,o ia:dkhka 

mj;sk w;r" tajd my; mßÈ fõ' 

 .e,afjia,Ekaâ cd;sl WoHdkh yd 

fyda¾gka;ekak cd;sl WoHdkh  wdÈ lSmhla 

jQ  cd;sl WoHdk j, md .uka j, fh§u i|yd 

wjir ,nd ÿkak;a" wfkl=;a WoHdk keröu 

i|yd jdykhlska .uka l< hq;=h'  ta i|yd 

wdrlaIs;j .uka l, yels wdjrKh lrk ,o 

jdykhl wjYH;dj mj;sk w;r"  fndfyda úg 

WoHdk keröu i|yd wjia:dj ,nd fokqfha  

fm'j' 6'00 isg m'j'6'00 olajdh' kshñ; m%fõY 

m;%h ,nd .ekSfuka miq fomd¾;fïka;=j 

uÕska imhkq ,nk  ixpdrl uÕ fmkajkakl= 

fyda ke;fyd;a ,shdmÈxÑ ßhÿrl= iuÕ 

WoHdkh keröu i|yd we;=¿ úh hq;= w;r" 

fomd¾;fïka;=j úiska imhkq ,nk uÕ 

fmkajkakdg fkdñ,fha .uka lsÍu i|yd  

wiqkla r:fha fjkaj ;nd .; hq;=h' iqúfYaIS 

lreKq u; yer jir uq¿,af,au ixpdrlhkg 

cd;sl WoHdk keröfï wjldY we;' 

WoHdkh ;=, jdyk .uka l< yels Wmßu 

fõ.h mehg ls'ó' 30la muk fõ' tla tla 

WoHdkhkays ksYaÑ;j fjka lr  we;s ia:dk 

j, yer wfkl=;a ia:dk j, jdykfhka 

neiSu ;ykï  fõ' fndfyda úg jdyk j,ska 

neiSug bv fok ia:dk j, fydÈka mßirh 

ksÍlaIKh lsÍug yels jk mßÈ kerUqï 

l=¿Kq ;kd we;s w;r" tjeks iuyr ia:dk 

j, ixpdrlhkaf.a myiqj ;ld jeisls,s wd§ 

myiqlïo imhd § we;'  
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cd;sl WoHdkh l|jqre ìfï ku 

hd, cUqrd.," fldia.ia uxlv" l=vd .,awuqK ¸" l=vd .,a wuqK  ¸¸" 

ke.kshkaf;dg" kq. fijk" ó .ia fijk" jryk" ;,a.ia uxlv" iEï 

we,md;" w,sh lgq me,eiai

Wvj,j m%xYOdr" w,suxlv" ms,suoaodr" ?k.," fofudaor

fyda¾gka;ekak l|jqre ìï1" l|jqreìï 2" l|jqreìï 3

ú,am;a;=j fldlafudfÜ 1" fldlafudafÜ 2" uhs,jej

ljqvq,a, ´¨‍u¨‍j" l=Uqlafijk" je,sTh" .,aTh

l=uk fyr,s.idr" weol=Uql 1" weol=Uql 2" .,awuqK" fudah lg

jia.uqj uyje,s 1" uyje,s 2" ueomsáh 1" ueomsáh 2" W,am;a y;" jjq,awefò" 

y;ruxyxÈh

udÿreTh lvqmyr we,a,"WKqj;=r <sx"mäfm<" ;=vdj

wx.ïueä,a, rcneïu" uyhshdj

¨‍Kq.ïfjfyr my< mEõjej"fnd,ays|.,

.,aTh mrúhkawdr" uyfodfrdõj" fldiaifmd," nqre¿Th" È.a.yuq,a,"ueomsáh

,dyq., lr|Th" ls;=,dk.," nKavdr mÜáh"

nQkao, m;srdc" m¿.iauKaäh

jki;aj yd jDlaI,;d wdrlaIl wd{d 

mkf;a  6^1& j.ka;sh m%ldrj WoHdkh ;=, 

fkdl, hq;= hehs olajd we;s ish¿ jerÈ 

l%shdjka ixpdrlhska i|yd o tmßoafokau 

l%shd;aul fõ' tf,i wkdjrKh lr .kq 

,nk iq¿ jerÈ iïnkaOfhka oKavk kshu 

lsÍfï n, wêldßhla jki;aj wvú wdrlaIl 

ks,hg wvq fkdjk ks,hla i|yd Wla; mk; 

uÕska mjrd § we;' 

•	 WoHdkhg we;=¿ ùfï§ ix.S; NdKav 

/f.k hdfuka je,lSu fyda WoHdkfha§ 

tajd jdokh lsÍfuka je,lSu'

•	 WoHdkhg we;=¿ ùfï§ u;ameka" u;a øjH 

/f.k hdfuka je,lSu'

•	 ud¾. yryd ixprkhg meñfKk i;=ka 

Tjqkaf.a b,lalh fj; .uka lsÍug 

wjldY ,nd §u' 

•	 jk i;=ka i|yd wdydr fkd§u' 

•	 wmøjHh mßirhg neyer fkdlsÍu yd 

wmøjH mßirhg uqiq ùug wjia:dj 

fkd§u'

hk lreKqo we;=,;aj we;=¿ùfï§  

ixpdrlhkg n, mj;akd m%Odk fldkafoais 

14la mß.Kl uqøs; álÜm;a j, bx.%Sis 

NdIdfjka uqøKh fldg we;s w;r" w;ska 

,shdfokq ,nk jk'fo'2 wdlD;sfhys o tu 

fldkafoais  NdId ;%s;ajfhkau uqøKh fldg 

we;' 
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Bg wu;rj WoHdk l,ukdlrKfhaÈ ta 

ta cd;sl WoHdkj, wjYH;djh mßÈ úúO 

fldkafoais wkq.ukh lrhs'

•	 tla tla l,dmhkag tla wjia:djl§ 

we;=¿ jk jdyk .Kk iSud lsÍu'

•	 iqúfYaIS lreKq u; hï hï fldgia 

j,g we;=¿ ùu ;djld,slj w;aysgqùu'

•	 ud¾. j, tla mig muKla .uka 

lsÍug lghq;= ie<eiaùu'

tuÕska cd;Hka;rh ;=, wm rfÜ m%;srEmh 

by, kxjd .; yels w;r" th wm rggo 

uyÕ=‍ m%;sM, w;alr fok ld¾hhls' tneúka 

WoHdkfha ixpdrfha fhfok Tn my; lreKq 

flfryso ie<ls,af,ka  lghq;= l< hq;=h' 

•	 jdyk ;onhka mj;sk wjia:d j, tla 

ia:dkhla jeä fõ,djla jdykh k;r 

lr ;nd fkd.ekSu' 

flfia kuq;a jfkdaoHdkhla krUk 

ixpdrlhl= ;=, úkhla" yslaóula 

w;HjYh' iajNdúl mßirh yd jk i;=ka 

oel n,d .ekSug leu;s f,dj fndfyda rg 

j, ixpdrlhka ,xldjg meñfKkafka 

wfma rfÜ cd;sl WoHdk keröu i|ydh' 

Tjqka fndfyda fokd iajNdúl mßirhg 

oeä we,aula wdorhla olajhs' lsis úfgl 

th ¥IH lsÍula wfmalaId fkdlrk w;r" 

tjkakla isÿ jkafka kï Bg tfrys 

ùugo ke;fyd;a wka;¾cd,fha ta ms<sn|j 

l;sldj;la f.dv kexùugo fm<‍fò'

•	 jdykh kj;d hula krTk úg miqmiska 

meñfKk jdyk j,g hdug yels mßÈ 

jdykh mfilg lr keje;aùu' 

•	 jdyk j, .uka lsÍfï§ wmßlaIdldÍ 

f,i  jy,h u; fodrj,a u; .uka 

fkdlsÍu yd /£ fkdisàu' 

•	 iajNdúl mßirfha ksl,e,a kdohka 

ijka jelsh yels mßÈ WoHdkh mßirh 

YíO ¥IKfhka j,lajd .ekSu'

•	 WoHdkh ;=, Wia yäka l:d lsÍu" lE 

flda .eiSï" l,y lsÍï fkdlsÍu'
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•	 ixjrj jdykh Odjkh lsÍu yd 

yeisrùu'

•	 WoHdkhka ;=, ,nd § we;s ud¾f.damfoaY 

ms,s me§u'

tfiau  jki;=ka keröug meñfkk 

ixpdrlfhl= jki;=kaf.a reÑ wreÉlï 

ms<sn|jo ukd oekqula iys;j WoHdkhla 

fj; we;=¿ ùu jeä jk i;=ka m%udKhla jeä 

ld,hla keröug wjia:dj Wod lr,Sula jk 

w;r" th ixpdrlhkaf.a wdrlaIdjgo ys;lr 

fõ' 

tneúka my; lreKq mss<sn|jo ie<ls,su;a 

ùu iqÿiqh' 

•	 jki;=ka fndfyda úg j¾K wkaOfhda 

fj;s' tneúka wm jkdka;rhla ;=,g 

.uka lsÍfï§ mßirh yd uqiq jk 

j¾Khkaf.ka hq;a we÷ï ^w÷re meye 

we÷ï& we§u iqÿiqh' j¾Kj;a we÷ï   jk 

i;=ka m%sh fkdlrk neúka tajd we| 

jkdka;rhlg msúiSu Wka tu ia:dkfhka 

bj;aj hdug fyda ke;fyd;a myr §ug 

meñŒug yelsh'  

•	 udxY NlaIlhska fndfyda úg ;u 

m%;sjd§ka iuÕ igklg t,eöug fmr 

foweia j,ska ne¿ï fy,hs' ÿ¾j,hd 

m<uq ne,afukau mrdch ms<sf.k nhdÿ 

iaNdjfhka mek ÿjhs' jkfha kS;sh thh' 

tneúka udxY NlaIl if;l= wdikakhl 

isák úg iDcqj Wf.a wei foi ne,Sfuka 

W! yd igklg fm<öug fya;=jla fia 

tys isák i;ajhd jgyd .; yels neúka 

udxY NlaIlhl=f.a oEia foi iDcqj 

ne,Sfuka  je,lS isáh hq;=h'

•	 lsisu úgl jk i;=ka fj; oeä f,i 

iñm ùfuka je,lS isáh hq;=h' ukao hï 

úgl wmg is;d .ekSugj;a wjia:djla 

fkd;nd lsisfia;a fkdis;k l%shdjla isÿ 

lsÍug yelshdj we;'

•	 jk i;=ka mßir ixfõÈ ;djfhka 

ñksiqkag jvd by,h' Tjqkg wm Ndú;d 

lrk ú,jqka oeäj oefka' tneúka thg 

reÑ fkdjk i;ayq wmf.ka ÿriaj hd 

yels w;r úfgl ta i|yd wdl¾IKh 

úh yels lDñ if;l= jekakl= wm yUd 

tafuka lsishï wlr;eínhlg uqyqk 

mEfï yelshdj we;'

•	 iS l=úkaia jeks wdf,dalh mrdj¾;kh 

jk oE iys; weÿï weo .uka lsßfï§ 

wm YÍrh fj; t,a,jk iQ¾hdwdf,dalh 

úúO ÈYdjka Tiafia mrdj¾;kh lrhs' 
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wm keröug hfkk jk if;l=f.a wei 

u; tu mrdj¾;s; wdf,dalh È.ska È.gu 

t,a,ùu tu i;ajhd wm uÕyer hdfï 

yelshdjla we;' 

•	 PdhdrEm .ekSfï§ t,a,jk *a,EIrho 

i;=ka tf,i úl¾IKh lrjkakla úh 

yel'

•	 ukd isysfhka hq;=j jk i;=ka fj; ,x 

úh hq;= w;r" u;ameka fyda u;a øjH f.k 

isys uo .;sfhka jki;=ka keröug hdu 

wk;=rla yÿkd .eksug m%udo lrjkakla 

úh yel' 

•	 i;=kg ,x ùfïÈ wm iq,x yuk ÈYdj 

ms<sno ukd wjfndaOfhka isáh hq;= w;r" 

wmf.a .kaOh i;=kg fkdoefkk mßÈ 

há iq<f.ka jki;=kg ,x l, hq;=h

•	 fõ.j;a p,k i|yd i;=ka oeä ixfõ§ 

neúka" ta ms<sn|j ie<ls,su;aj i;=ka 

ksßlaIKh l, hq;=h

•	 jk i;=ka fndfyda úg l%shdldÍ jkafka 

rd;%S ld,fhah' oeä ;dmfha ksrdjrKh 

ùug Tjqka wlue;sh' tneúka oyj,a 

ld,h uÕyer Wfoa iy iji i;=ka 

keröu i|yd ld,h fjka lr .ekSu 

fhda.Hh'
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1st Category 
First Place

M. F. F. Ruqayya
Grade 8 - Amina Girl's National School
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2nd Category 
First Place
K.K.D. Sayara Methsarani
Grade 9 - Ke/Dehi/Siriwrdhana Maha Vidyalaya
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3rd Category
First Place

Nithya Erandathi Abeynayake
Grade 13 - KA/Viharamaha Devi Girl's College
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YS% ,xld w,shd | Sri Lanka Elephant (Elephas maximus maximus) 
U. V. Rohitha Gunawardena
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YS% ,xld fldáhd | Sri Lankan leopard (Panthera pardus kotiya) 
Ranga Wijerathna



The Giant of  the Wild

As the most majestic woody climber (liana) 
found in Sri Lanka’s lush rainforests and river 
basins, the Pus-Wela stands as a living testament to 
nature’s grandeur. Spanning hundreds of  meters 
across the canopy, its massive woody pods and 
profound medicinal heritage reveal a fascinating 
chapter of  our biodiversity.

mqia je,a
Common Name:	 Pus-Wela
Scientific Name:	 (Entada rheedii)
Location: Horagolla National Park
Date: 2026.01.17

Photographed by: 
Ranga Wijerathna 

Photographed by: 
Ranga Wijerathna 

A Breath of  Wild Air

Location : Horagolla National Park
Date : 2026.01.17

Step into the heart of  the forest, where every 
leaf  whispers a story of  life and every breath 
brings a sense of  renewal. Amidst the towering 
trees and dancing sunlight, find the peace that 
only nature can provide. Let’s protect these green 
cathedrals—for they are the lungs of  our world.




